
DATE:

TO:

Curriculum Committee

FROM:

RE: 

GE request
This memo is a request for __________________ to be submitted for:

(Check all that apply)
___RHC GE Area __________
___CSU GE Area __________

___IGETC Area   __________

___CSU American Institutions US-1 ____, US-2 ____, and/or US-3 ____

For RHC GE, NOTE THAT APPROVAL IS CONDITIONAL – if the course is not approved for the equivalent GE area at the CSU, it will not be placed on the RHC GE list.  If, however, you wish to challenge this, you may do so by resubmitting and providing a justification for your request.  In the interest of serving students, facilitating transfer, and minimizing confusion, it is preferable that all courses approved for RHC GE also have approval from the CSU.  Note that this policy does not apply to courses that are submitted for RHC Category 8B.
Courses that satisfy this requirement are described as……….

This course meets these requirements as it……………

Articulation Officer Signature: _____________________________________






      Articulation Officer
Division approval for this request has been received and the minutes of the meeting in which this occurred have been forwarded to the Curriculum Committee.

All items in italics are for reference only – please delete.  Include the description for the area that your course falls into in the space provided above, followed by an explanation of how it meets the stated requirements.  If there is likely to be some controversy regarding your request, provide additional information as to how comparable classes at other community colleges have been articulated. Submit only page 1 to the Curriculum Committee. 
The following pages detail the standards and guidelines required for each of the GE patterns and their respective areas. You may use the language is these guidelines to complete the memo.

RHC GE—Title 5 Guidelines

§55806. Minimum Requirements for the Associate Degree (Applicable July 1, 1983).  
The governing board of a community college district shall confer the degree of Associate in Arts or Associate in Science upon a student who has demonstrated competence in reading, in written expression, and in mathematics, and who has satisfactorily completed at least 60 semester units or 90 quarter units of college work. This course work requirement must be fulfilled in a curriculum accepted toward the degree by a college within the district (as shown in its catalog). It must include at least 18 semester or 27 quarter units in General Education and at least 18 semester or 27 quarter units in a major as prescribed in this section. Of the required units, at least 12 semester or 18 quarter units must be completed in residence at the college granting the degree. Exceptions to residence requirements for the Associate Degree may be made by the governing board when it determines that an injustice or undue hardship would be placed on the student. 

  (a) Major Requirements. At least 18 semester or 27 quarter units of study taken in a single discipline or related disciplines, as listed in the Community Colleges “Taxonomy of Programs,” shall be required.  

  (b) General Education Requirements.  

  (1) Students receiving an Associate Degree shall complete a minimum of 18 semester or 27 quarter units of general education, including a minimum of three semester or four quarter units in each of the areas (A), (B) and (C) and the same minimum in each part of (D). The remainder of the unit requirement is also to be selected from among these four divisions of learning or as determined by local option:  

  (A) Natural Sciences. Courses in the natural sciences are those which examine the physical universe, its life forms, and its natural phenomena. To satisfy the General Education Requirement in natural sciences, a course shall be designed to help the student develop an appreciation and understanding of the scientific method, and encourage an understanding of the relationships between science and other human activities. This category would include introductory or integrative courses in astronomy, biology, chemistry, general physical science, geology, meteorology, oceanography, physical geography, physical anthropology, physics and other scientific disciplines.  

(B) Social and Behavioral Sciences. Courses in the social and behavioral sciences are those which focus on people as members of society. To satisfy the general education requirement in social and behavioral sciences, a course shall be designed to develop an awareness of the method of inquiry used by the social and behavioral sciences. It shall be designed to stimulate critical thinking about the ways people act and have acted in response to their societies and should promote appreciation of how societies and social subgroups operate. This category would include introductory or integrative survey courses in cultural anthropology, cultural geography, economics, history, political science, psychology, sociology and related disciplines.

  (C) Humanities. Courses in the humanities are those which study the cultural activities and artistic expressions of human beings. To satisfy the general education requirement in the humanities, a course shall be designed to help the student develop an awareness of the ways in which people throughout the ages and in different cultures have responded to themselves and the world around them in artistic and cultural creation and help the student develop aesthetic understanding and an ability to make value judgments. Such courses could include introductory or integrative courses in the arts, foreign languages, literature, philosophy, and religion.  

  (D) Language and Rationality. Courses in language and rationality are those which develop for the student the principles and applications of language toward logical thought, clear and precise expression and critical evaluation of communication in whatever symbol system the student uses.  

  1. English Composition. Courses fulfilling the written composition requirement shall be designed to include both expository and argumentative writing.  

  2. Communication and Analytical Thinking. Courses fulfilling the communication and analytical thinking requirement include oral communication, mathematics, logic, statistics, computer languages and programming, and related disciplines.  

  (2) While a course might satisfy more than one general education requirement, it may not be counted more than once for these purposes. A course may be used to satisfy both a general education requirement and a major requirement. Whether it may be counted again for a different degree requirement is a matter for each college to determine. Students may use the same course to meet a general education requirement for the Associate Degree and to partially satisfy a general education requirement at the California State University, if such course is eligible under the provisions of http://ccr.oal.ca.gov/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=142327&infobase=ccr&jump=5%3a40405&softpage=Document42 - JUMPDEST_5:40405

 HYPERLINK "http://ccr.oal.ca.gov/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=142327&infobase=ccr&jump=5%3a40405&softpage=Document42" \l "JUMPDEST_5:40405" 
section 40405 of this title.  

(3) Ethnic Studies will be offered in at least one of the required areas.
CSU-GE—CSU Guiding Notes
Communications and Critical Thinking

A1 = Oral Communication 

A2 = Written Communication 

A3 = Analytical/Critical Thinking

Natural Science

B1 = Physical Universe

B2 = Life Forms

B3 = Laboratory Courses

B4 = Quantitative Reasoning

Art/Humanities

C1 = Arts

C2 = Humanities (Literature, Philosophy, Foreign Languages)

Social Sciences, etc.

D

Lifelong Learning

E

Communication in the English Language & Critical Thinking

Areas A and 1 emphasize development of students’ communication and reasoning skills.These require coursework in “communication in the English language, to include both oral communication and written communication,” making them the only areas in the GE patterns that must be taught in English.

Physical and Biological Sciences

In subareas B1-B3, students develop knowledge of scientific theories, concepts,

and data about both living and non-living systems. Students will achieve an

understanding and appreciation of scientific principles and the scientific method,

as well as the potential limits of scientific endeavors and the value systems and

ethics associated with human inquiry.

Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning

Courses in subarea B4 shall have an explicit intermediate algebra prerequisite, and students shall develop skills and understanding beyond the level of intermediate algebra. Students will not just practice computational skills, but will be able to explain and apply basic mathematical concepts and will be able to solve problems through quantitative reasoning.
Arts, Literature, Philosophy, and Foreign Languages

Students will cultivate and refine their affective, cognitive, and physical faculties through studying great works of the human imagination. Activities may include participation in individual aesthetic, creative experiences; however Area C excludes courses that exclusively emphasize skills development. Students may take courses in languages other than English in partial fulfillment of this requirement if the courses do not focus solely on skills acquisition but also contain a substantial cultural component. This may include literature, amongother content.


Social, Political, and Economic Institutions & Behavior; History

Students learn from courses in multiple Area D disciplines that human social, political and economic institutions and behavior are inextricably interwoven. Through fulfillment of the Area D requirement, students will develop an understanding of problems and issues from the respective disciplinary perspectives and will examine contexts. Students will explore the principles, methodologies, value systems and ethics employed in social scientific inquiry. Courses that emphasize skills development and professional preparation are excluded from Area D. Coursework taken in fulfillment of this requirement must include a reasonable distribution among the subareas specified, as opposed to restricting the entire number of units required to a single subarea.

The lifelong learning requirement is unique to the CSU - 

A minimum of three semester units or four quarter units in study designed to equip human beings for lifelong understanding and development of themselves as integrated physiological and psychological entities. Instruction approved for fulfillment of this requirement should facilitate understanding of the human being as an integrated physiological, social, and psychological organism. Courses developed to meet this requirement are intended to include selective consideration of such matters as human behavior, sexuality, nutrition, health, stress, key relationships of humankind to the social and physical environment, and implications of death and dying. Physical activity could be included, provided that it is an integral part of the study described herein.

IGETC—IGETC Standards

In practice the IGETC pattern is more restrictive. Courses that are approved for IGETC are automatically approved for the corresponding area(s) or subarea(s) in GE Breadth. However, not all courses approved for GE Breadth are approved for IGETC.
Communications

Area 1

Analytical/

Critical Thinking

Area 2
Art/Humanities

Area 3

Social Sciences

Area 4
Natural Science

Area 5

Language other than 

Area 6

English
It is noted that courses in the transfer curriculum should be culturally broad in their conception. They should help students understand the nature and richness of human culture and social structures through a comparative approach and have a pronounced historical perspective. They should recognize the contributions to knowledge, civilization, and society that have been made by women and members of minority groups.

Subject Area 1: English Communication

Currently 1A = Composition = ENGL 101

1B = Critical Thinking = ENGL 201, 201H

Instruction approved for fulfillment of the requirement in communication is to be designed to emphasize the content of communication as well as the form and should provide an understanding of the psychological basis and the social significance of communication, including how communication operates in various situations. Applicable courses should view communication as the process of human symbolic interaction focusing on the communicative process from the rhetorical perspective: reasoning and advocacy, organization, accuracy; the discovery, critical evaluation and reporting of information; reading and listening effectively as well as speaking and writing. This must include active participation and practice in written communication and oral communication.

Instruction in critical thinking is to be designed to achieve an understanding of the relationship of language to logic, which should lead to the ability to analyze, criticize, and advocate ideas, to reason inductively and deductively, and to identify the assumptions upon which particular conclusions depend. The minimal competence to be expected at the successful conclusion of instruction in critical thinking should be the ability to distinguish fact from judgment, and belief from knowledge, to use elementary inductive and deductive processes, and to recognize common logical errors or fallacies of language and thought.

Subject Area 2: Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning 

Currently – numerous math courses.

The Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of a one‑semester course in mathematics or statistics above the level of intermediate algebra, with a stated course prerequisite of Intermediate Algebra.  (See the description of "Algebra 2," Statement On Competencies In Mathematics Expected Of Entering Freshmen ‑ 1988, revised February, 1988.)  Courses on the application of statistics to a single discipline may not be used to fulfill this requirement. An appropriate course in statistics must emphasize the mathematical bases of statistics, probability theory and estimation, application and interpretation, uses and misuses, and the analysis and criticism of statistical arguments in public discourse.

Because knowledge relevant to public and private decision making is expressed frequently in quantitative terms, we are routinely confronted with information requiring quantitative analysis, calculation, and the ability to use and criticize quantitative arguments. In addition, many disciplines require a sound foundation in mathematical concepts. The requirement in Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning is designed to help prepare students to respond effectively to these challenges.

Subject Area 3: Arts and Humanities 

Indicate whether course is to be an Arts or a Humanities course.

These are courses which encourage students to analyze and appreciate works of philosophical, historical, literary, aesthetic and cultural importance. Students who have completed this requirement shall have been exposed to a pattern of coursework designed to develop an historical understanding of major civilizations and cultures, both Western and non‑Western, and an understanding and appreciation of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities. In the Arts, students should also learn to develop an independent and critical aesthetic perspective.

At least one course shall be completed in the Arts and one in the Humanities. Within the arts area, performance and studio classes may be credited toward satisfaction of this subject area if their major emphasis is the integration of history, theory, and criticism. 

The Arts and Humanities historically constitute the heart of a liberal arts general education because of the fundamental humanizing perspective that they provide for the development of the whole person. Our understanding of the world is fundamentally advanced through the study of Western and non‑Western philosophy, language, literature, and the fine arts. Inclusion of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities as part of such study will provide us a more complete and accurate view of the world and will enrich our lives.

Subject Area 4: Social and Behavioral Sciences

These courses deal with individual behavior and with human social, political, and economic institutions and behavior in a minimum of two disciplines or in an interdisciplinary sequence. The pattern of coursework completed shall ensure opportunities for students to develop understanding of the perspectives and methods of the social and behavioral sciences. Problems and issues in these areas should be examined in their contemporary, historical, and geographical settings. Students who have completed this requirement shall have been exposed to a pattern of coursework designed to help them gain an understanding and appreciation of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities and a comparative perspective on both Western and non‑Western societies. The material should be presented from a theoretical point of view and focus on core concepts and methods of the discipline rather than on personal, practical, or applied aspects. 


Courses in the Social and Behavioral Sciences allow students to gain a basic knowledge of the cultural and social organizations in which they exist as well as the behavior and social organizations of other human societies. Each of us is born into, lives, and must function effectively within an environment that includes other individuals. People have, from earliest times, formed social and cultural groups that constitute the framework for the behavior of the individual as well as the group. Inclusion of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities as part of such study will provide us a more complete and accurate view of the world and will enrich our lives.

Subject Area 5: Physical and Biological Sciences

Courses must emphasize experimental methodology, the testing of hypotheses, and the power of systematic questioning, rather than only the recall of facts. Courses that emphasize the interdependency of the sciences are especially appropriate for non‑science majors.

The contemporary world is influenced by science and its applications, and many of the most difficult choices facing individuals and institutions concern the relationship of scientific and technological capability with human values and social goals. To function effectively in such a complex world, students must develop a comprehension of the basic concepts of physical and biological sciences, and a sophisticated understanding of science as a human endeavor, including the limitations as well as the power of scientific inquiry.

CSU Executive Order 1061: American Institutions

CSU Executive Order 1061 establishes for all CSU students a separate graduation requirement in United States History, Constitution, and American Ideals (informally abbreviated “American Institutions” or “AI”). As with lower-division general education, transfer students may fulfill American Institutions requirements before or after matriculating to the CSU.
Students satisfy this CSU graduation requirement through coursework in three areas:                                                                    

US-1: Historical development of American institutions and ideals                

US-2: U.S. Constitution and government                                          

US-3: California state and local government   

