
AS______________________________________________2011-2012 
Rio Hondo College Academic Senate 

Minutes (draft) 
September 6, 2011 

Board Room 
1:00 p.m. 

 
Present: Robin Babou, Katherin Brandt, Ada Brown, Brian Brutlag, Fran Cummings, Marie 
Eckstrom, John Frala, Alonso Garcia, Lydia Gonzalez, Jorge Huinquez, Mike Javanmard, David 
Lindy, Kathy Lopez, James Matthis, Gail Modyman, Juana Mora, Daniel Osman, Ted Preston, 
Matthew Pitassi, Kathy Pudelko,Ron Reeder, Beverly Reilly, Dianna Reyes, Shelly Spenser, 
Gisela Spieler-Persad, Julius Thomas, Ralph Velazquez, Adam Wetsman, Jon Whjitford 
Guests:  Katie O’Brien, Zeus Galindo, Guadalupe Alvarado 
 

I.  Call to Order 
 

• The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by President Marie Eckstrom. 
 

II.  Approval of Minutes 
 

• The minutes were approved as submitted. 
 

III.  President’s Report   
 

• Drop for Non-Payment:  Vice President Henry Gee will attend the September 20 
meeting of Senate to clarify the proposal to drop students who have not paid fees.  
Rio is one of few colleges that do not drop students for non-payment.  An outside 
agency will do the collecting.  Discussion ensued.  If the plan is instituted for the 
spring semester, student will not begin the registration process until December.  Later 
registration will enable curriculum to modify some of its deadline dates. 

• Emergency Preparedness:  Rio’s emergency preparedness will include participation in 
the Great California Shake Out on Thursday, October 20.  Discussion ensued as to the 
extent Rio will be participating.  Brian Brutlag announced the next scheduled date for 
the Safety Committee meeting: September 27. 

• The State Senate Area C Meeting: This semester’s Area C meeting will be held at Rio 
in LRC 128 on October 22. Breakfast and lunch will be provided by the President’s 
Office and all Senate members are encouraged to attend.  Discussion of the current 
resolution will be the topics for debate. 

• Bookstore:  When the bookstore began renting books to students they charges 30-
35%.  The rental fee is now 50%.  Faculty should have been informed about the 
increase in rental fees and students should completely understand their options.  
Discussion ensued. A representative of the bookstore will be invited to the next 
Senate meeting to discuss the matter. 

IV.  Unfinished Business 



 
• There was not unfinished business discussed. 

 
V. New Business 

 
• Course Repeatability and Significant Lapse of Time:  The issue of repeating a course 

after a “significant lapse of time” was presented by Lupe Alvarado and Julius 
Thomas.  The current policy states that a student may repeat a course because of s 
substandard (D, F or W) grade three times.  However, the present course repetition 
form states that the course may be repeated (even when the grade is not substandard) 
“after a significant lapse of time.”  After discussion, the Senate concluded that the 
division deans should rule on this on a case-by-case basis.  

• Policy on retention of documentation for student grades:  This was discussed in 
Senate last year, and it was decided that each division should make its own policy for 
the retention of documentation of grades...  Since students have the right to challenge 
a grade for up to one year, the documentation should be kept at least that length of 
time. 

• Posting Grades:  It has been brought to Senate’s attention that when a faculty member 
does not post grades on time, the late grades could cause loss of transfer and/or 
scholarships.  Discussion ensued. The Director of Admissions and Records will be 
invited to address the Senate at their next meeting to discuss the posting of grades. 

• Board Policy 4020:  The Board would like to change the language of this policy.  
President Eckstrom read aloud the change in language.  Fran Cummings, Curriculum 
Chair, noted that Curriculum Committee does not support all the changes 
advised/requested.  President Eckstrom suggests that the changes in language be part 
of an AP instead of BP. This will go to PFC before the Board, and President 
Eckstrom will ensure that it is going through the required process. 

• Faculty Hiring Committee:  The faculty hiring committee did not meet over the 
summer.  The Senate is awaiting the Administrations’ written response to the last 
meeting.  Until we have a new or modified faculty hiring policy, CP 5070, last 
revised in1991, will be in effect.   

• Possible policy on cheating and other inappropriate behavior: The catalog statement 
on cheating/plagiarism needs clarification.  It was suggested that a task force be 
formed to investigate this and other procedures/policies that need updating.   
Priority Registration:  The El Monte Pledge provides those students who participate at 
El Monte High School priority registration during their first semester at Rio Hondo.  
Other incoming high school students do not receive priority registration.   It is felt 
that priority registration is such a large number impacts continuing students in their 
ability to get classes.  Data to determine how many students participate as well as 
their success and retention has been requested from Mike Munoz, Associate Dean, 
Student Services Educational Partnerships.   
 
 
 
 

VI.   Committee Reports 



 
• Academic Rank:  Gisela Spieler-Persad reports that the applications are due by 

November 15.  There are five members on the committee. 
• Curriculum:  The deadline for new courses has passed.  Revisions are always 

accepted.  Dean Katz states changes in the catalog can be made only once a year.  
There will, however, be an addendum made midyear and will be limited to new 
courses and degrees. 

• FLEX/Staff Development:  Katie O’Brien outlined Title V stipends. 
• IEC:  No report. 
• MIS/Enterprise: No report. 
• Safety: No report. 
• Program Review; No report. 
• SLOs: No report. 
• ITC: No report. 

 
VII.  Announcements 

 
• There were no announcements. 

 
VIII.  Public Comment 

 
• There were no public comments. 

 
IX.  Adjournment 

 
• The Senate meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 
 
 

 


