
Week ending October 25, 2013 

• STUDENT AND DAUGHTER COMMEMORATED – We are saddened to report that Ms. 
Helen Amaya - a former CalWORKS and EOP&S/CARE student was killed in a fatal 
automobile accident last week.  Also killed were her boyfriend, Shawn Scott, and her 
three-year old daughter, Joelene, who was a student at the Child Development 
Center. CalWORKS and EOP&S/CARE offices and friends of Ms. Amaya have taken the 
lead in helping to raise funds for the family of Ms. Amaya.  A campus-wide candlelight 
vigil was held on Monday night at the Student Union, October 28 so that all could pay 
their respects and mourn as a community.  We thank CalWORKS and EOP&S CARE for 
working together with the students, friends, and family of Ms. Helen Amaya to organize 
this vigil on short notice. 

• STUDENT SUCCESS TASKFORCE INITIATIVE FORUMS – Dr. Mike Munoz, VP Gee 
and President Dreyfuss have led campus forums designed to solicit feedback from the 
campus community with respect to the Student Success Initiative.  These forums will 
continue to be held throughout the rest of this month so that all corners of the campus 
have opportunities to provide feedback, concerns, and comments. 

• PHYSICAL EDUCATION COMPLEX GRAND OPENING - On Wednesday, Oct. 23 
President Dreyfuss was joined by Board President Madeline Shapiro and Trustee 
Angela Acosta-Salazar as we celebrated the grand opening of the Physical 
Education Complex.  We were accompanied by many members of the campus 
community and many distinguished guests from the off campus 
community.  Assemblyman Ed Chau and Senator Ron Calderon were among the various 
elected officials who brought special certificates of recognition.    

• VOCATIONAL NURSING PROGRAM RECEIVES ACCREDITATION - Health Science 
and Nursing Dean Connie Austin received a letter from the Vocational Nursing Board 
affirming that Rio Hondo's VN Program full accreditation (without questions or problems) 
for another four years.  Congratulations to all of the faculty and staff that worked so hard 
on this project. Let us hope that this good news is a harbinger of good things to come for 
Rio Hondo College's ongoing WASC self-study and accreditation process. 

• NBC SPORTS ANCHOR VISITS CAMPUS - NBC Sports Anchor Paul Cicala visited 
campus on Monday, October 28 meeting with speech and journalism students through 
multiple sessions.  El Paisano Advisor John Francis and Speech Coordinator Lisette 


