
Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Principles of Microeconomics

Outcome: Given a situation of an economic choice, explain the opportunity cost in terms of the alternative use of resources.

Terms Included in this Report: Fall, 2009, Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

Correct, clear, logical and appropriate use of
this major principles
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

51 (24.1%) 161 (75.9%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

No additional information was submitted

Inferences: The level of proficiency is good, but could probably be improved. There has been some improvement on this concept. That may
be because in some classes, students were required to do an application on this concept and/or to use the concept in looking at costs of gov't
regulation.  

Action Plan: continued integration of the concept in the course. Integrate the concept in class exercises, including problems, games and
policy analysis. We have been using Aplia (online interactive problem sets) which has been useful to our students, but it has become
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increasingly expensive for our students.  

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: Online interactive problems Game and interactive 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Principles of Microeconomics

Outcome: Given a situation of an economic choice, explain the opportunity cost in terms of the alternative use of resources.

Terms Included in this Report: Fall, 2009, Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

Correct, clear, logical and appropriate use of
this major principles
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

51 (24.1%) 161 (75.9%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

No additional information was submitted

Inferences: 1. proficiency level is good, but could be improved. Increased proficiency over Econ 101. 2. Level has improved from last year in
comparable courses (semester comparisons done in course with same times) This appears to be due to extended, integrated applications of
the concept imn course activities. 

Action Plan: Integrate concept into activities throughout the course: e.g. costs of policy implemetation, market adjustments, market failure,
etc. 
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Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: Integration could be greatly enhanced by interactive and collaborative work that could be done with increased
computer based activities.  
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Human Physiology

Outcome: Given an example of qualitative data, displayed graphically. representing the effect of varying pH and temperature on enzyme
function, students will be able to evaluate the relationship between enzyme function and varying conditions.

Terms Included in this Report: Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

Recognizes the relationship between
enzyme function and temperature
(Benchmark: 85%)
Benchmark Achieved

Fails to recognize that temperature affects
enzyme function and does not demonstrate
knowledge of exact mechanism
—
16 (11.9%)

Correctly identifies that temperature change
affects enzyme function by stopping or
slowing enzyme function due to
denaturation (at high heat)
—
118 (88.1%)

Recognizes the relationship between
enzyme function and pH
(Benchmark: 85%)
Benchmark Achieved

Fails to recognize that pH affects enzyme
function and does not demonstrate
knowledge of exact mechanism
—
18 (13.5%)

Correctly identifies that pH change affects
enzyme function by stopping enzyme
function due to denaturation of the enzyme
—
115 (86.5%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations
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1. The data indicate that the majority of students are very aware of the effects of temperature and pH on enzyme function. For the few
students deemed not proficient, there needs to be more emphasis on denaturing of proteins.

2. Data indicate that more emphasis throughout the course on the effects of temperature and pH on enzyme function may be helpful to
our students.

3. Data indicate that the topic of temperature and pH effecting protein function is being appropriately addressed in this course. For those
that are not proficient, more emphasis on the denaturing of proteins would help.

4. The data indicate that bench mark has not been met. This indicates that more emphasis should be placed on this topic during lecture
and laboratory sections.

5. All students indicated the understood the effects temperature on enzyme function. Only one student was found not proficient on the
effects of pH on enzyme function and this is because they did not discuss denaturing of proteins.

6. Most students demonstrate that they understand the effects of pH and temperature on enzyme function. For those who were not
proficient, more emphasis on protein denaturing is required.

Inferences: Changes made since the fall semester have increased proficiency.

Action Plan: Continued and increased emphasis on enzyme function and the effects of temperature and pH will increase proficiency. 

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Cinema as Literature

Outcome: The student should be able to clearly demonstrate knowledge of the basic elements of film structure in relation to specific themes.

Terms Included in this Report: Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Excellent

Theme(s)
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Little to no analysis of film(s)
—
4 (17.4%)

Some analysis of film(s)
—
7 (30.4%)

Extensive analysis of film(s)
—
12 (52.2%)

Social Concerns
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Little to no analysis of film(s)
—
4 (17.4%)

Some analysis of film(s)
—
3 (13%)

Extensive analysis of film(s)
—
16 (69.6%)

Directorial Approaches
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Little to no analysis of film(s)
—
4 (17.4%)

Some analysis of film(s)
—
8 (34.8%)

Extensive analysis of film(s)
—
11 (47.8%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

No additional information was submitted
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Inferences: Students achieved the goal of a 5% increase in satisfactory outcome; therefore, early intervention for students who were not
completing prewriting assignments and follow up was successful.

Action Plan: A large percentage of unsatifactory work is a result of those students who fail to complete prewriting assignments, so early
intervention with follow up is recommended. Unsatisfactory outcomes will be analyzed to determine if the percentage has decreased.  

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Basic Reading

Outcome: When reading paragraphs of short passages, students will be able to use appropriate reading strategies to ensure comprehension.

Terms Included in this Report: Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Excellent

Selects topic, main idea, and
supporting details.
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

Indicates little or no knowledge
of writing structure.
—
11 (23.9%)

Finds topic, main idea, and
details of most (70%)
paragraphs and short writings.
—
21 (45.7%)

Finds topic, main idea, and
details, indicating knowledge of
structure of the paragraph and
short writings.
—
14 (30.4%)

Uses vocabulary approaches to
determine word meaning.
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

Uses no vocabulary
approaches.
—
11 (23.9%)

Uses one or two approaches
only.
—
21 (45.7%)

Uses knowledge of dictionary,
context clues, and word parts.
—
14 (30.4%)

Uses transitions to guide
reading.
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

Ignores transitions when
reading.
—
11 (23.9%)

Demonstrates limited
knowledge of meaning and
types of transitions.
—

Uses knowledge of the meaning
and purpose of different types of
transitions.
—
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21 (45.7%) 14 (30.4%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

No additional information was submitted

Inferences: Success rate of students increased over last semester. However, number of students actually completing the course decreased
significantly.

Action Plan: (1) Continue to evaluate Reading 20 course in conjunction with Reading 21. (2) Begin to assess new placement cut-off scores.
(3) Monitor number of students placing into and completing Reading 21 (Does spring indicate a trend?)

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Spanish I

Outcome: Given oral questions, written prompts and/or reading selections, students will demonstrate productive and receptive skills in the
target language. Students will demonstrate accuracy and proficiency in the use of learned structures and vocabulary. Students will
demonstrate knowledge of cultural practices and products in the target language.

Terms Included in this Report: Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

Communication: Students produce
sentences and /or strings of sentences
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

Student is able to produce a minimal
amount of sentences and related words in
order to accomplish basic tasks in the target
language.
—
52 (14.5%)

Student is able to produce varied lists of
related words and sentences strung
together in order to accomplish basic tasks
in the target language.
—
307 (85.5%)

Course Content: Vocabulary usage
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

Student demonstrates a minimal knowledge
of basic vocabulary in the target language.
—
48 (13.4%)

Student demonstrates a sufficient
knowledge of basic vocabulary in the target
language.
—
311 (86.6%)

Course Content: Proficiency in the use of Students is able to partially use learned Student is able to sufficiently use learned
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learned structures and vocabulary
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

grammatical structures.
—
45 (12.5%)

grammatical structures.
—
314 (87.5%)

Culture: Knowledge of cultural practices and
products
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

Student has limited and/or inappropriate
knowledge of cultural practices and
products.
—
45 (12.5%)

Student has sufficient knowledge of cultural
practices and products.
—
314 (87.5%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

No additional information was submitted

Inferences: Almost all students (about 87%) scored at least satisfactory results. The results are higher than the previous semester's numbers,
which indicates our action plan is working.

Action Plan: We will continue to implement more communicative activities in our effort to improve the learning outcome.

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Spanish II

Outcome: Given oral questions, written prompts, and/or reading selections, students will demonstrate productive and receptive skills in the
target language through sentences and strings of sentences and in some instances paragraphs. Students will demonstrate accuracy and
proficiency in the use of learned structures and vocabulary. In addition, students will comprehend and be intelligible to sympathetic speakers of
the target language. Students will demonstrate knowledge of cultural practices and products in the target language.

Terms Included in this Report: Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

Communication: Students discuss, and
analyze and produce well-constructed oral
and written reports, summaries, and
compositions/essays.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Student is able to produce a minimal
amount of tasks in the target language.
—
9 (13%)

Student is able to succssfully accomplish
the various types of tasks in the target
language with minimum difficulty.
—
60 (87%)

Course content: Vocabulary Usage.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Student demonstrates a minimal knowledge
of basic vocabulary in the target language.
—
10 (14.5%)

Student demonstrates a sufficient
knowledge of basic vocabulary in the target
language.
—
59 (85.5%)
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Course Content: Proficiency in the use of
learned structures, critical thinking and basic
literary analysis skills.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Student is able to partially use and
comprehend learned vocabulary,
grammatical structyures and skills learned in
the target language.
—
8 (11.6%)

Student is able to sufficiently use
vocabulary, grammatical structures and
skills learned in the target language.
—
61 (88.4%)

Culture: Increased knowledge and
appreciation of the Spanish language usage
in Spanish-speaking countries and their
cultural practices.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Student has limited and /or inappropriate
knowledge of literary/cultural practices and
products.
—
12 (17.4%)

Student has sufficient knowledge and
appreciation of literary/cultural practices and
products.
—
57 (82.6%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

No additional information was submitted

Inferences: Almost all students (about 85%) scored at least satisfactory results. This is a higher percentage than the previous semester,
which indicates the success of our action plan.

Action Plan: We will continue to implement more communicative based activities in our effort to improve the learning outcome.

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Fundamentals of Oral Communication

Outcome: Students will conclude the course with an understanding of conflict management strategies in an interpersonal relationship context.

Terms Included in this Report: Spring, 2010

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Excellent

Overall, I (the instructor) felt that
the student gained a(n)
__________ understanding of
conflict management in an
interpersonal setting.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

4 (9.5%) 18 (42.9%) 20 (47.6%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

No additional information was submitted

Inferences: This is a very high success rate and it showed a great increase from Fall 2009. 

Action Plan: One instructor expressed a change in structure of this hybrid course, placing the section on interpersonal communication in the
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middle. We can make this suggestion to others teaching the course.

Local Resource Needs: The same software that was requested for the Speech 100 course could be used for this section of this course also.

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Basic Mathematics

Outcome: Given a set of numerical problems involving whole numbers, fractions, and decimals with the basic operations of
addition/subtraction/multiplication/division/parentheses/exponents, students will use order of operations to simplify the expressions without a
calculator.

Terms Included in this Report: Fall 2012

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Excellent

Order of Operations
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Two or more operations are out
of order
—
99 (16.6%)

All but one operation is in
correct order
—
135 (22.6%)

All operations are in correct
order
—
363 (60.8%)

Calculation
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Achieved

Two or more calculations are
incorrect
—
91 (15.3%)

One calculation is incorrect
—
117 (19.7%)

All computations are done
correctly
—
386 (65%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

1. 19 of 38 students answered correctly, no errors.
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Inferences: According to the collected data, students meet the math department benchmark of 80% or better. In the fall of 2012, the percent
of those successfully completing this objective was over 91% which is a significant improvement over prior years. At this point, we are
uncertain as to the cause of this improvement. All performance objectives in this category were significantly higher than the fraction
objective(SLO). We postulate that this might be due to the fact that the order of operations skill is emphasized throughout the semester
whereas the fraction skills are covered in one chapter.

Action Plan: Continue to maintain the benchmark of the order of operations while investigating the cause of the drastic improvement over
prior years on this objective.  

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: Data for two sections were unreported for fall of 2012.  
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Fast-Track Prealgebra

Outcome: Given a real-life situation involving fractions, use an appropriate operation or operations to answer the question posed.

Terms Included in this Report: Spring 2013

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

The student chooses the correct operation
to answer the first question.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Not Achieved

The student does not choose the correct
operation to answer the first question or
does not answer it.
—
70 (57.9%)

The student does chooses the correct
operation to answer the first question.
—
51 (42.1%)

The student computes correctly to answer
the first question.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Not Achieved

The student does not compute correctly to
answer the first question.
—
70 (57.9%)

The student computes correctly to answer
the first question.
—
51 (42.1%)

The student chooses the correct operation
to answer the second question.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Not Achieved

The student does not choose the correct
operation to answer the second question or
does not answer it.
—
117 (96.7%)

The student does chooses the correct
operation to answer the second question.
—
4 (3.3%)
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The student computes correctly to answer
the second question.
(Benchmark: 80%)
Benchmark Not Achieved

The student does not compute correctly to
answer the second question.
—
118 (97.5%)

The student computes correctly to answer
the second question.
—
3 (2.5%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

1. The problem was tough for them: "The day after a big party, Josh saw that 5/12 of the large cake he had ordered was left. So, he
invited a few more friends over for cake. They ate 2/9 of what was left. 1. What fraction of the original cake was eaten at the party? 2.
What fraction of the original cake did Josh and his friends eat the day after the party?" Almost all of my students subtracted for the 2nd
question instead of multiplied to find what was left. I think they thought that leftovers had to involve subtraction.

2. There was only one question on the final, so I used the first part of the answer as the "first question", using subtraction. The second
part of the question, using multiplication, I used as the "second question".

3. The 2nd part of this SLO was a disaster, all of my students subtracted instead multiplying.

Inferences: We did not meet the benchmark, but we improved on last semester's work on the first question, and we still have terrible results
on the second question. The question involved critical thinking skillls, as it deals with a real like situation, so it is NOT just the calculation skills
that are a problem. Because the problem involved fractions, which were covered 2 months earlier in the curriculum, we need to select two
separate problems that are not connected to each other.

Action Plan: We'll change this problem to two separate problems, and see if we get better returns.

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Basic Grammar

Outcome: The student will write sentences which use present, past, present, and present progressive tenses correctly 

Terms Included in this Report: Spring 2013

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

Students produce sentences using present,
past, present progressive and past tenses
correctly.
(Benchmark: 75%)
Benchmark Achieved

Less than 75% accuracy
—
2 (6.1%)

31 (93.9%)

Students correctly identify correct verb
tenses on multiple choice examination.
(Benchmark: 75%)
Benchmark Achieved

Less than 75% accuracy
—
2 (6.1%)

31 (93.9%)

Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

1. Similar to SLO #1, students achieved proficiency in producing sentences correctly with various tenses and identifying correct verb
tenses on multiple choice exams. For the moment, it appears that the switch from lab to lecture is paying dividends.
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Inferences: The reinforcement of course material with practice using lab software seems to be working well.  

Action Plan: Emphasis should be placed on updating course materials, lectures, and lab software as the course continues to develop.

Local Resource Needs: 

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: 
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Course Outcome Assessment Report

Course: Critical Thinking

Outcome: Assess, in written form, the strength of the connection between premises and conclusions, with respect to relevance. 

Terms Included in this Report: Fall 2013

Data Summary: 

Criteria/Standards Not Proficient Proficient

Students will articulate the context of the
argument and the argument itself.
Proficiency requires schematizing the
argument and stating the context of the
argument.
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

2 (6.3%) 30 (93.8%)

Students will explain how the context
determines the relevancy of the argument.
Proficiency requires demonstration of
contextual sensitivity to the argument, that
is, understanding the argument in the proper
context.
(Benchmark: 70%)
Benchmark Achieved

3 (9.4%) 29 (90.6%)
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Qualitative Data/Comments and Observations

1. Later in the semester students were asked to schematize an argument and its context and using relevance articulations, formally
articulate the context. The assignment used was on Baker Lake and questions what the object in the sky was, to which, students must
have schematized the possible conclusions and the way the conclusions relate to the premises. Proficiency is high due to having had
previous practice and instruction on it.

Inferences: New SLO being used with a new text. The results are impressive and will continue to be monitored. The new material is working
well.

Action Plan: I will continue to my current method and assignments for a few semesters to see if a difference in students makes a difference in
the results.

Local Resource Needs: none

Resource Requests: None

Additional Comments: Scott Dixon and Ted Preston
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