
RIO HONDO COLLEGE 
Division of Communications and Languages Presents  

 

2014  

Writes of Spring Festival 
 A Celebration of       Writers         and Writing!  

 

Support the Writes!  

All events are FREE and open to the public.  FREE breakfast and pizza.  
 

  

              Wednesday, April 23                           Thursday, April 24 
                   Wray Theatre                                               Wray Theatre 

 

8:05 Brendan Constantine    8:05 Yanira Cartagena 

9:40 Gustavo Arellano    9:40  Anthony Meindl 

   11:15 Deo Niyizonkiza          11:15   Dr. Zohreh Ghahremani   

1:00 The River Deep  Film Festival 1:00 The River Deep  Film Festival 

               & Pizza Party      & Pizza Party  

     2:30   “Love Your Library in Six Words” 2:30    River’s Voice Reading             

  Contest Winner Ceremony       

     2:45    River’s Voice Reading                                                     

Visit our Web site: www.riohondo.edu/commlang/writes  
 

Brendan Constantine has had work appear in FIELD, Ploughshares, Zyzzyva, Ninth Letter, Poetry 

Daily, ArtLife, and Hotel Amerika among other journals.  His first book, Letters To Guns (2009 Red Hen Press), is 
now taught extensively in schools across the nation. His most recent collections are Birthday Girl With 
Possum (2011 Write Bloody Publishing) and Calamity Joe (2012 Red Hen Press). He has received grants and 
commissions from the Getty Museum, James Irvine Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts. A 
popular performer, Brendan has presented his work to audiences throughout the U.S. and Europe, also 
appearing on NPR's 'All Things Considered', KPFK's 'Inspiration House', numerous podcasts, and YouTube. He is 
currently poet in residence at the Windward School and adjunct professor at Antioch University. In addition, he 

regularly conducts workshops for hospitals, foster homes, and with the Alzhheimer’s Poetry Project.  

Gustavo Arellano is the editor of OC Weekly, author of Orange County: A Personal History and Taco USA: 

How Mexican Food Conquered America, and lecturer with the Chicana and Chicano Studies department at 
California State University, Fullerton. He writes “¡Ask a Mexican!,” a nationally syndicated column in which he 
answers any and all questions about America’s spiciest and largest minority. Arellano has been the subject of 
press coverage in national and international newspapers, The Today Show, Hannity, Nightline, Good Morning 
America, and The Colbert Report, and his commentaries regularly appear on Marketplace and the Los Angeles 

http://www.riohondo.edu/commlang/writes
http://www.ocweekly.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Orange-County-A-Personal-History/dp/1416540059/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1332792582&sr=8-3
http://www.amazon.com/Taco-USA-Mexican-Conquered-America/dp/1439148619/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1332792582&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Taco-USA-Mexican-Conquered-America/dp/1439148619/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1332792582&sr=8-1
http://www.askamexican.net/


Times. He was recognized by the California Latino Legislative Caucus with a 2008 Spirit Award for his 
“exceptional vision, creativity, and work ethic.” Gustavo is a lifelong resident of Orange County and is the proud 
son of two Mexican immigrants, one whom was illegal. 

Deogratias “Deo” Niyizonkiza is the founder and chief executive officer of Village Health Works, a 

grassroots non-profit organization providing compassionate, quality health care to the most vulnerable 
community members in rural Burundi, East Africa. Deo is the protagonist of The New York Times bestseller 
Strength In What Remains, which depicts Deo’s journey from medical student in Burundi, to struggling 
immigrant in New York City, to Ivy League-educated global health practitioner and doctor-in-training. He is the 
recipient of numerous awards, including the 2014 Dalai Lama’s Unsung Hero of Compassion Award, 2013 People 
to People International’s Eisenhower Medallion Award, a 2013 honorary degree from Williams College, the 2011 
International Medal Award of St John’s University, and the 2010 Women Refugee Commission’s Voices of 
Courage Award.  

 

Yanira Cartagena says, “As a child, a few months of the year were always spent with my family in El 

Salvador. Many of these trips were during the most violent years of El Salvador’s civil war that profoundly 
affected my family and me. As an adult I continued these trips and as an artist I used them to investigate how my 
identity was created between these two countries. My life, and my artwork, is found in the spaces that fall 
between official memory, individual experience, and the collection of memories shared by family, friends and 
acquaintances in El Salvador. 
 
My art practice asserts that aesthetic properties of art lie within social and political narratives.  I engage the 
historical past and social/political present to deconstruct essentialist and binary terms, which support our 
current systems of power and representation. The artworks operate as poetic incisions into history.  They lay the 
ground for future ruptures around ideas of ownership, control and representation.  Who owns and controls our 
bodies, history and memories?   How are our lives, our truths depicted?” 

 
Anthony Meindl  is an award-winning writer, director, producer, and artistic director of Anthony Meindl's 

Actor Workshop (AMAW) with studios in Los Angeles, New York, London, and Vancouver. It was honored by 
Backstage three years in a row and named the Best Acting Studio in Los Angeles (Best Scene Study and Best Cold 
Read). Meindl's students include Shailene Woodley (DIVERGENT), Alex Daddario (TRUE DETECTIVE), Edy Ganem 
(DEVIOUS MAIDS), Charlie Bewley (TWILIGHT), and many others. He has been a guest speaker at the GATE 2013 
Story Conference, founded by Jim Carrey and Eckhart Tolle, and David Lynch's Masters in Film Program (Maharishi 
University of Management). He is also the author of the best-selling creativity book, At Left Brain Turn 
Right, which helps artists of all kinds unleash their creative genius within. Check out Meindl's free smartphone app 

on iTunes. Follow Meindl on Twitter @AnthonyMeindl.  
 

Dr. Zohreh Ghahremani  is the author of three books including Sky of Red Poppies, The Moon Daughter, 

and The Commiserator. A voice of the Iranian-American diaspora, her work has been featured in a number of 
anthologies including Tremors: New Fiction by Iranian-American Writers, A Year In Ink, and The Poetry of Iranian 
Women. She has won several awards, including The California Stories, One Book, One San Diego, and San Diego Book 
Awards. Over a hundred of her articles have appeared in magazines in the US. In the decades preceding her 
publishing career, Dr. Ghahremani was in private practice while teaching at Northwestern University Dental School in 
Chicago. Her novel, The Basement, will be published next year. Dr. Ghahremani will present her novels and answer 
your questions about the art of writing and the obstacles along the way. She will share the drastic change that 
ultimately brought her to the lifelong dream of becoming a full-time writer. She believes that "Within each one of us, 

there's a story, screaming to come out . . ."   

 

https://roadrunner.riohondo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fc48283eb194a22a6f132570352dfd1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.anthonymeindl.com%2f
https://roadrunner.riohondo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fc48283eb194a22a6f132570352dfd1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.anthonymeindl.com%2f
https://roadrunner.riohondo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fc48283eb194a22a6f132570352dfd1&URL=https%3a%2f%2fitunes.apple.com%2fus%2fapp%2fanthony-meindl-tv%2fid577534735%3fmt%3d8
https://roadrunner.riohondo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fc48283eb194a22a6f132570352dfd1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.backstage.com%2fadmin%2fzinnia%2fentry%2f52213%2f
https://roadrunner.riohondo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fc48283eb194a22a6f132570352dfd1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.backstage.com%2fadmin%2fzinnia%2fentry%2f52213%2f

