
 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, September 6, 2012, 4 p.m., Board Room 

Minutes 
 

 
Call to order: A regular meeting of the Rio Hondo College Foundation was held at Rio 
Hondo College, Whittier, CA on September 6, 2012. The meeting convened at 4:10 pm, 
President Neal Welland presiding. 
 

Members in attendance: Bruce Lazenby, John Peel, Sylvia Southerland, Neal Welland, 
Brenda Wiewel, Reyna Del Haro, Robert Holcomb, Rich Casford, Terry Keller, Norma Garcia 
(via phone), Teresa Dreyfuss . Foundation Staff: Kerry Franco  
 

Members not in attendance: Ellie Bewley, Karime Sanchez Bradvica, Irma Rodriguez 
Moisa, Liz Chavez. 
 

Approval of minutes of June 29, 2012 meeting: Motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted by John Peel. Seconded by Rich Casford. Abstention by Norma Garcia.  Motion 
carried.   

 

Foundation President’s Report (Neal Welland)  
1. Reviewed Foundation activity and status since the Board’s retreat in June.  

a. District denied the Foundation’s request for funding and made a 
recommendation for district employee, Howard Kummerman, to serve 
as Executive Director of the Foundation for up to two (2) years at no 
cost to the Foundation. Howard’s role will be in addition to his current 
position as Dean of Institutional Research & Planning. The Board will    

b. Neal acknowledged the leadership of the Board of Trustees and Interim 
President Teresa Dreyfuss for their support of the Foundation and the 
recommendation.  

2. Reviewed current administrative status 
a. Acknowledged Kerry for her contribution to the Foundation over the last 

year and congratulated her on her new position.  
b. Debi Chavez will remain on as the Foundation’s student worker 
c. Executive Committee agreed to hire a part time program assistant. We 

have received one application to date.  
3. Accepted the resignation of Liz Chavez from the board.  

a. Acknowledged Liz for her years of service 
b. Mohamed Rassmy has been named as replacement. Neal is waiting for 

an official recommendation from Sandra Rivera to take to the board for 
a formal vote. Brief discussion ensued over the potential nominee and 
a possible conflict of interest. Mohamed is the district’s appointed 
accountant.  

 



College President’s Report (Teresa Dreyfuss) 
1. Congratulated Kerry on her new position.  
2. Reported that the semester is going well. More students have registered for 

the semester, which resulted in more courses being offered than originally 
expected. 

3. Reported that the district has established a 50
th

 Anniversary task force.   
 

Executive Director’s Report (Kerry Franco) 
1. Thanked the board for their support over the past year.  
2. Reported that she will leave a comprehensive exit report. 

 

Financial Report (Bruce Lazenby) 
1. FY2013 Budget 

a. Discussion ensued over the proposed budget. Teresa Dreyfuss stated 
the budget was not realistic and recommended revised numbers for the 
Gala Special Event account. John Peel suggested that budgets have to 
have vision in order in which the organization aspires to achieve. It was 
also disclosed that the Finance Committee was not able to meet to 
review the budget prior to the meeting. It was suggested that the board 
could approve the budget because the issues under discussion were 
not daily operating accounts and we are operating without a budget. 
The finance committee could discuss and make recommendation for a 
revise budget.   

b. Motion to accept the budget as submitted by John Peel. Seconded by 
Sylvia Southerland. Abstention by Teresa Dreyfuss. No vote by Norma 
Garcia due to procedural. Motion carried.       

4. New Business 
a. Proposed Foundation Goals 

i. Marketing & Public Relations 
ii. Scholarships 
iii. Governance 

b. 2012-2013 Board Committees 
c. Foundation Staff 

i. Executive Director 
ii. Program Assistant 

Other items 
1. Norma acknowledged Kerry’s commitment to the Foundation. She reported 

that the Board of Trustees is interested in establishing more dialogue with the 
Foundation. Neal, Norma, and Teresa will meet more regularly.  

2. Teresa informed the board that the Rio Hondo College Bookstore will publish 
the 50

th
 Anniversary memory book at no cost to the Foundation. 
 

Adjournment . Meeting was adjourned at 5:42 pm. Next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 6, 2012 at RHC. 
 


