Basic Writing Modes 7
Persuasion
THINKING STEPS

1. Choose a current subject about which there is aefldisagreement. Consider,
for example, the following assertions:

A. “Strict control of air and water pollution is needeow.”
B. “Use of marijuana should be made legal.”
Either of these disputes or any similar conflictuibmake a good subject.

2. Make a list of the most important reasons for agairest the course of action
you have chosen to write about.

3. Choose which side of the argument you will take arnite a statement of your
position that will serve as the main idea of thguanent you are going to
present.

WRITING STEPS

4. Write an introduction which will catch your readedttention and lead to the
statement of your main idea.

5. DEVELOPMENT: Decide whether you are (A) going tgport your main
idea by explaining your reasons for feeling as gowr (B) by breaking down
the main argument on the other side before bringmgour supporting points
in a sort of pro-copattern (“Granted that X is true, but Y is even more thue
Then work out the development according to the ganhave chosen. In
either form, PUT YOUR STRONGEST POINTS LAST.

6. conclusion: Restate your main idea and make us twactcept it and act
accordingly.



