
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Classified Staff Family, 

First, I would like to say THANK YOU to all who already support the Rio Hondo College Foundation.   

The reason for my email is to tell you why I gladly support the Foundation:   Every time I give, it 

reminds me of my own story. 

Growing up in a low income family and my father being the sole provider, I knew I’d never be able to 

attend college.  No one in my family ever attended college, but I really wanted to.  I had no job during 

high school and no particular skills. There for a moment I lost hope and started hanging out with the 

wrong crowd. Deep down I knew I wanted to do something better for my family, but more importantly, 

myself.  

So I joined the U.S. Army during my senior year!  There were many reasons why I decided to join, but 

my objective was to get the GI bill—so that it would pay for my college education.     

Today I enjoy the irony of realizing, not only did I obtain multiple degrees, I actually work at a college! 

And this career has been very good for me and my growing family.  Now I’m in a position to give back—

to help others. 

Every day at Rio Hondo, I see and hear about students and families struggling financially just like I 

did. They are working low-wage jobs to pay for classes and books so that they can reach for their own 

dreams. Some student are even less fortunate—they are homeless. Scholarships make such a difference 

for our students. I have had the pleasure of attending the Foundation scholarship awards multiple times 

and I have heard the students talk about their struggles and how a scholarship empowers them to continue 

pushing forward. 

I give to the Foundation because I want my money to help struggling students meet their goals and attain 

the life that’s right for them.    

I ask that you please join me in supporting the Foundation this year. I began at a lower level, and have 

increased my giving to $50 a month.  I understand that not everyone can give at that level, and some can 

give more. 

But the most important thing is to participate and help our students!   I would love every member of 

the staff to participate.  Choose the level that works for you this year.  You can give via check, credit 

card, etc., and the easiest way is through payroll deductions.  There is an easy link to pledge your support. 

I look forward to hearing your story, and to thanking you for your gift.  And, on that subject, thank you 

for everything you do to help our students succeed!  

Have a great day. 

 

P.S. I did not get paid for this email  

 

Albert Bretado 
Web Developer, Marketing & Communications 

CPRO, California School Employee Association, Chapter 477 


