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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Lead Agency:  Rio Hondo College 
   Board of Trustees 

3600 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA 90601-1699 
 

Applicant Dr. Andy Howard, Executive Director 
Contact: Planning & Development 

Rio Hondo College 
3600 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA 90601-1699 
 

Responsible Agencies: County of Los Angeles  
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

   Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
    

A. PROJECT OBJECTIVE 
 

Adopt the Rio Hondo Master Plan to provide for expanded College facilities to meet the needs of the Rio 

Hondo Community College District to the year 2012. Respect the Principles Guiding Campus Master 

Planning approved by the Planning/Fiscal Council <www.riodhondo.edu/planning>. 

B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
In order to meet the education needs of the Rio Hondo Community College District to the year 2012, a 

combination of new facilities, renovated facilities, parking and the District’s Board of Trustees in the Rio 

Hondo College Master Plan proposes circulation improvements, and infrastructure. At build-out of the 

Master Plan approximately 186,000 gross square feet of existing building would be demolished, 109,700 

square feet would be renovated and approximately 513,000 gross square feet of new facilities would be 

constructed.  

 
The Master Plan is a planning document and as such many of the future capital projects in the plan are 

conceptual at this time. The Master Plan will continue to evolve as the Board of Trustees, community and 

campus constituencies interact. Escalating construction costs will affect the choice of capital projects and 

the timing of their construction. The Draft Master Plan builds on previous planning efforts including as 

Educational Facilities Master Plan, the Principles Guiding Campus Master Planning, the 2002 Draft 

Facilities Master Plan and a Draft Vision Plan dated November 2003. 
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C. CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, this Initial Study 

(IS) for the proposed project has been conducted to determine the scope of analysis for a Master 

Environmental Impact Report (Master EIR) to be prepared for adoption of the Rio Hondo College Master 

Plan. In addition, the IS will serve to inform a public discussion at a public scoping meeting will be 

conducted on January 24, 2005, 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Board Room, Administration Building, Rio 

Hondo College, 3600 Workman Road, Whittier, CA 90601. Further information about the workshop is 

available at: www.riohondo.edu/planning. 

 

E. CONCLUSIONS 

 
Based on the preliminary analysis in this Initial Study, future development and construction pursuant to 

the Rio Hondo Master Plan has the potential to result in significant effects on the environment. The Board 

of Trustees finds that a Master Environmental Impact Report is the appropriate environmental document 

per the requirements of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines. 

 

Effects Found to be Potentially Significant 

The impacts of the Rio Hondo Master Plan are examined in this Initial Study to identify potential effects 

on the environment (refer to attached Environmental Checklist). Some project specific and some 

cumulative impacts have been determined to be potentially significant and will be analyzed in the Master 

EIR. These include impacts to Aesthetics, Air Quality, Hydrology / Water Quality, Transportation / 

Traffic and Utilities / Service Systems. The Master EIR will provide a detailed assessment of the effects 

identified as potentially significant in this Initial Study and will identify ways to mitigate these impacts. 

 

Effects Not Found to be Potentially Significant 

The following potential impacts were determined either to be not significant or to be mitigated through 

measures included in the project: Agricultural Resources, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, 

Geology / Soils, Hazards & Hazardous Materials, Land Use / Planning, Mineral Resources, Noise, 

Population / Housing, Public Services, and Recreation. These issues require no further environmental 

analysis in the Master EIR. 
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F. DOCUMENT PREPARATION 

 
URS Corporation (URS) prepared this Initial Study (IS) under contract to Rio Hondo College under the 

direction of Dr. Andy Howard, Executive Director, Planning & Development of the College.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This environmental document is an Initial Study (IS) prepared pursuant to the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 as amended (Public Resources Code 21000-21177) and the State CEQA 

Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Sections 15000-15387).  

An Initial Study is a written statement prepared by the Lead Agency briefly describing the reasons that a 

proposed action which is subject to CEQA, would or would not have a significant effect on the 

environment in sixteen environmental issue areas (CEQA Guidelines Appendix G, Environmental 

Checklist Form). Where the Lead Agency knows in advance that a proposed project will require the 

preparation of an environmental impact report (EIR), an Initial Study may be used to focus the EIR on 

those environmental issues that are expected to have a significant impact on the environment and to 

eliminate further analysis of those issue areas which are not expected to result in significant impacts to the 

environment. An Initial Study also facilitates early public participation in the scoping and preparation of 

an EIR.  

 

Rio Honda College is considering adoption of a new amended Rio Hondo Master Plan to provide for 

expanded College facilities to meet the needs of the community to the year 2012. The College has 

determined based on this IS that future development under the Master Plan may have a significant effect 

on the environment requiring preparation of a Master EIR (CEQA Guidelines Sections 15175-15179.5).  

Upon certification of the Master EIR by the Rio Hondo College District Board, subsequent projects 

described in the Master Plan and Master EIR will be subject to only limited environmental review (CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15177). 

1.1 PROJECT TITLE 
Rio Hondo College Master Plan 

1.2 LEAD AGENCY  
Rio Hondo College 
Board of Trustees 
3600 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA 90601-1699 
 

1.3 CEQA CONTACT PERSON 
Dr. Andy Howard, Executive Director 
Planning & Development 
Rio Hondo College 
3600 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA 90601-1699 
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1.4 PROJECT LOCATION 
3600 Workman Mill Road, Whittier (unincorporated area of the County of Los Angeles) approximately 

one mile southwest of the intersection of the Pomona Freeway (SR-60) and the San Gabriel Freeway (I-

605). 

1.5 PROJECT SPONSOR’S CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESS 
Dr. Andy Howard, Executive Director 
Planning & Development 
Rio Hondo College 
3600 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA 90601-1699 

1.6 GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION 
County of Los Angeles: Public and Semi-Public (note: The Rio Hondo College District is exempt from 

local land use jurisdiction). 

1.7  ZONING  
A-2-5 (Heavy Agriculture, 5 acres minimum parcel size) (Note: The Rio Hondo College District is 

exempt from local land use jurisdiction). 

 

1.8 PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
Location:  Rio Hondo College is located in unincorporated Los Angeles County (Figure 1-1, Regional 

Vicinity Map). The proposed project is located on the USGS 7.5 Minute Whittier quadrangle map Series 

(Figure 1-2, Topographic Map). The College is in the western Puente Hills, southeast of the intersection 

of the Pomona Freeway SR-60 and San Gabriel River Freeway I-605 (Figure 1-3 Local Vicinity Map). 

The site address is 3600 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA. Access to the site is from College Drive and 

North Drive. It is located at approximately UTM 11 404187E and 3764834N in Los Angeles County, 

California.  The project site is surrounded by the Puente Hills landfill to the north, undeveloped Puente 

Hills in the unincorporated area of the County of Los Angeles to the east, and the Rose Hills Memorial 

Park to the south and southwest. Nearby cities include the Cities of Industry and South El Monte to the 

north, City of Whittier to the south, and City of Pico Rivera to the west (Figure 1-3). 

 

Existing Conditions:  Rio Hondo College serves the cities of Whittier, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, El 

Monte, and South El Monte, as well as portions of Downey, La Mirada, La Puente, Industry, and some 

unincorporated portions of Los Angeles County. There are over 318,000 people residing in nearly 

107,000 households served by the college. The diverse Rio Hondo College student population averages 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1-1 Regional Vicinity Map 
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about 68% Hispanic, 12% Asian, 10% White Non-Hispanic, 2% Black, and 8% other or undeclared 

ethnicity’s. Major Buildings are depicted in Figure 1-4 Existing Conditions – Buildings. Current 

circulation is depicted in Figure 1-5 (Existing Conditions – Circulation). A current space inventory is 

provided in Table 1-1:  

 
Table 1-1 

Existing Space Inventory 
Building  
Number 

Building Name Construction
Year 

Total ASF Total OGSF

1 Administration 1966 41.987 65,037
2 Business Ed 1966 35,844 43,005
3 Gymnasium 1966 47,641 59,958
4 Library 1966 32,108 57,766
5 Maintenance 1966 9,503 9,636
6 Science 1966 78,841 135,288
7 Vocational Tech 1966 34,736 45,065
8 Music 1966 20,441 24,661
9 Putnam Center 1966 7,020 9,194

10 Admin of Justice 1974 11,649 16,426
11 Observatory 1972 171 190
12 Campus Inn 1965 13,327 18,100
13 Auto Body Fender 1978 5,385 5,924
14 Warehouse 1977 4,120 4,135
15 Garage / Print 1966 3,368 4,061
16 Child Care Rooms 1966 3,600 4,088
17 Child Care Office 1966 5,105 7,100
18 Admin of Justice 1995 161 192
19 Health Science 1 1993 944 960
20 Health Science 2 1993 944 960
21 Health Science 3 1993 944 960
24 Health Science 6 1993 1,894 1,920
25 Health Science 7 1993 944 960
26 Health Science 8 1993 944 960
27 Health Science 9 1993 934 960
28 Health Science 10 1993 934 960
29 Field House 1966 1,234 1,250
30 CDC Storage  1966 350 354
31 Alternative Fuel Shelter 2000 2,832 2,975
35 Admin of Justice 1997 1,424 1,440
41 Admin of Justice Temp. 1998 2,065 2,160
42 Admin of Justice Temp. 2 1998 363 408

Offsite Facilities  
(Santa Fe Springs) 

37 Regional Public Safety 1962 4,332 11,760
38 RPS Training Auto Shed 1962 1,416 1,500
39 RPS Training Temp. Class 1998 1,068 1,416
40 RPS Training Locker Rooms 1998 660 708



 RIO HONDO COLLEGE MASTER PLAN 
INITIAL STUDY 

  

 1-4

Building  
Number 

Building Name Construction
Year 

Total ASF Total OGSF

43 RPS Training Temp Class 1990 1,357 1,440
 

 

Project Description: 

Since its establishment in 1963, Rio Hondo College has experienced tremendous growth. Designed to 

support an enrollment of 4,000 students, the campus today serves a student population of over 20,000. 

Rio Hondo College employed 186 full-time staff and 358 part time staff in academic year 2003-04.  The 

Rio Hondo College Educational Master Plan anticipates continued growth to 35,000 students by 2012.  

Rio Hondo College has identified five primary facility challenges that the college must meet in order to 

fulfill its mission:  

 

• An additional 192,770 assignable square feet (ASF) of space (about a 35% increase) in classroom and 

laboratory space by 2012 is necessary to meet the academic needs of the College:  

• Twenty-one (21) of the 31 existing buildings should be considered for replacement and  $65 million 

dollars in repairs to existing buildings are necessary;  

• To increase accessibility, 1200 – 1300 additional parking spaces are necessary, short term parking 

and drop off to serve transit are needed, improved pedestrian circulation and access for compliance 

with the Americans with Disability Act is required, and improved amenities and food service is 

necessary within public spaces  

• Improvements in backbone computer infrastructure to accommodate new technology and training 

facilities for vocational programs.   

• Provide classes in new offsite community facilities to increase community access to higher education. 
 

Approximately 186,000 gross square feet (GSF) of building would be demolished, 109,700 square feet 

would be renovated and approximately 513,000 GSF of new facilities would be constructed.  
 
The Master Plan identifies 26 projects that are needed to accommodate the projected enrollment over the 

next approximately 10 years. The costs total over $337 million to: 

  
• Demolish 186,058 GSF in 4 buildings  
• Construct 513,657 GSF in 8 buildings  
• Renovate 109,721 GSF in 4 buildings  
• Construct 4 parking garages to house 2,530 cars  
• Add 100 car parking spaces in surface lots  
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• Enhance and expand campus utilities, roads, sidewalks, courtyards, lawns, and landscape features.  
 
Projects List: A sub-committee of the College District’s Planning/Fiscal Council, the Project List 

Committee, organized the proposed campus projects based on several criteria:  

• Impact on the instructional program;  

• Logical sequencing of construction;  

• Availability of funding; and 

• Prioritization of need.  

 

The identified projects to be included in the Master Plan are listed below: 

• Site, Roadways, Infrastructure Development Plans, & Impact Reports  

• Repair & On-Going Maintenance of Campus Facilities  

• Central Utility Plant and Distribution System Expansion  

• Fire Safety Facility, Santa Fe Springs (off-campus: qualitative analysis only)  

• Community Education Facilities (off-campus: qualitative analysis only)  

• Parking Structures in Lot F, Lot B, and on site of current Tennis Courts  

• Upper Quadrangle Site Improvements  

• New Campus Entrance, Roadway and Pedestrian Improvements  

• New Learning Resource Center (CEQA Categorical Exemption, April 10, 2002) 

• New Student Services & Activities Center;  

• New Administration of Justice Facility including a New Parking Structure  

• Renovation of Current Library to Classrooms & Offices  

• Renovation of Computing Center  

• Fine Arts Relocation and Enhancement; Campus Inn Renovation  

• Lower Quadrangle Site Improvements  

• Land Acquisition  

• New Technology Facilities  

• Technology Quadrangle Site Improvements  

• Physical Education Relocation and Expansion  

• Astro-Physics Laboratory  

• New Academic Building /Administration Bldg. Replacement  

• Child Development Center Improvements and Classroom Addition  

• Physical Plant Facilities  
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Proposed Master Plan:  Since the 2002 Facilities Master Plan, Rio Hondo College staff, the Master Plan 

Architects, engineers and environmental planners have been working to refine it, producing in 2003 the  

“Vision Plan.”   The current Master Plan is an outgrowth of the evolution of these two plans. The precise 

locations and mix of buildings will continue to evolve during implementation of the Master Plan. Two 

alternative plans have been identified at this point in time and will be reviewed in the Master EIR.  In 

order to meet the challenges facing the College, a combination of new facilities, renovated facilities, 

parking and circulation improvements, and infrastructure is proposed in the Rio Hondo College Master 

Plan (Figure 1-6, Proposed Master Plan). The plan provides two new entrances and access roads from 

Workman Mill Road to alleviate existing congestion entering and exiting the campus. A new “front door” 

to the campus is envisioned to provide a small drop off area centrally located at the front at the lower 

quad.  A new 3-level Student Services Center would be located here consolidating the bookstore, food 

service, registration, a conference center, and meeting spaces. A new main entrance drive, to the south, 

would direct traffic deep into the campus to a new traffic circle and drop off area at the upper quad.  This 

new access road allows for easy and direct pedestrian access into the heart of the campus without 

introducing new grading and disturbance of environmental resources on the perimeter of the campus.  The 

campus core would be developed in a series of renovated and new structures that support the existing grid 

and frame the upper and lower quads.  All new development would be designed to respect the natural 

setting of Rio Hondo College and provide students, faculty and staff maximum opportunity to enjoy the 

magnificent setting. The new and renovated structures are: 

 

• New Library/Learning Resources Center (CEQA Categorical Exemption filed in 2002) 
• Student Services Center 
• Two Academic Buildings 
• Administration of Justice 
• Central Plant 
• Athletic Facilities, including a Gymnasium and Natatorium 
• Four Parking Structures, including one with a Tennis Complex on it rooftop 
• Future off-site community facilities (speculative at this time) 

 

The four new parking structures are planned to be adjacent to the buildings framing the campus quads and 

the new Administration of Justice facility.  This would consolidate parking at key points for convenient 

access into the campus.  Existing tennis courts would be reconstructed on the top of one of the parking 

structures. The Administration of Justice would share the same auto circulation network as the rest of the 

campus.  The New Athletic Facility and Natatorium would be conveniently located at the main entrance 



 RIO HONDO COLLEGE MASTER PLAN 
INITIAL STUDY 

  

 1-7

of the campus. The athletic fields adjacent to the facility are planned to include a new soccer field as well 

as upgrading the existing softball and baseball fields.  A new open space and landscaping plan is proposed 

for the campus. New way-finding and graphics systems are proposed to improve the experience of 

students at the commuter college.  Potential night lighting of the athletic fields is being considered. A new 

central plant and cooling tower are planned adjacent to the existing facilities maintenance building in 

order to accommodate the future needs of the campus. This facility may include a small cogeneration 

facility (less than 50 mw). 

 

Alternative Master Plan:  
 
An Alternative Master Plan concept is presented in Figure 1-7, Alternative Proposed Master Plan. Under 

the alternate plan a new four-lane perimeter road would wrap entirely around the campus connecting two 

new entries on Workman Mill Road to interior facilities and parking structures. This road is primarily 

intended to alleviate existing traffic congestion and facilitate traffic flow and access within the campus.  

A new traffic circle and drop off is planned at the rear of the campus as well as another smaller campus 

entry and drop off area at the front.  Both are centrally located adjacent to the lower quad. New structures 

would be similar to the proposed master plan with the exception of the new athletic facilities, gymnasium 

and natatorium which would be built in their current location instead of being relocated to the front of the 

college.     

 

Parking: Planned parking is depicted in Figure 1-8 Parking Summary. Figure 1-8 lists the existing 

parking inventory in the first panel, lists and subtracts the parking lots proposed to be demolished in the 

second panel, summarizes the shortfall of the remaining existing parking spaces against proposed 2012 

requirements (developed using enrollment growth projections applied to current parking space per 

enrollment ratios) in the third panel and proposes new parking structures to both replace those demolished 

and to cover the shortfall by 2012 in the fourth panel. 

 

Construction Schedule:  Capital projects under the Master Plan would be developed over an approximate 

seven-year period (Figure 1-9, Summary Master Construction Schedule). 

 

Required Permits and Approvals:  Master Plan approval by the Board of Trustees of the Rio Hondo 

College District, California State Architect, Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 401 Water 

Quality Certification; County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, County of Los Angeles Fire 

Department. 
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Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: The project site is located in the unincorporated North Whittier area 

of the Puente Hills. It is surrounded by the Puente Hills landfill to the north, the County of Los Angeles 

Material Recycling Facility to the west, undeveloped Puente Hills in the unincorporated area of the 

County of Los Angeles to the east, the Rose Hills Memorial Park to the south and southwest, and Mill 

Elementary School to the east. Multi-family residences are located at the intersection of Workman Mill 

Road and Mission Mill Road and single-family residences are located further to the southeast and south.  

Nearby cities include the Cities of Industry and South El Monte to the north, City of Whittier to the south, 

and City of Pico Rivera to the west (Figure 1-3). 

1.9 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
The environmental factor(s) checked below would be potentially affected by the project, involving at least 

one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" or is “Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated,” as 

indicated by the checklist on the following pages.  

 

 Aesthetics  Agricultural Resources   Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology / Soils 

 Hazards & Hazardous Materials  Hydrology / Water Quality  Land Use / Planning 

 Mineral Resources  Noise  Population / Housing 

 Public Services  Recreation  Transportation / Traffic 

Utilities / Service Systems  Mandatory Findings of  
Significance 
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1.10 DETERMINATION:  
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

 

 I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will 
not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described on an attached sheet 
have been added to the project. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect(s) on the environment, but at least one 
effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, 
and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on 
attached sheets, if the effect is a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless 
mitigated.” An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there 
WILL NOT be a significant effect in this case because all potentially significant effects (a) have been 
analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or 
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed 
upon the proposed project.  
 

 
           Signature:                                                     Date:    January 4, 2005____________________ 

 

Printed Name:       Dr. Andy Howard                 For:   Rio Hondo College____________ 
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST AND ANALYSIS 

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 
 
The following checklist is used to address the different environmental issued that could be potentially 

impacted by the proposed project.  A brief explanation is provided justifying the response to all questions 

within the sixteen environmental issue areas. 

 

  

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

2.1 AESTHETICS     

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?     

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but 
not limited to trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic highway? 

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its surroundings? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the 
area? 

    

 
 

Explanation 
 

(a) There are no known designated scenic vistas located near the project site that provide views of 
the project site. Because there are no designated scenic vistas, no impact is identified. No 
analysis will be provided in the EIR. 

 
(b) The proposed project site is not located within a state scenic highway and would not remove or 

damage any natural resource in such a designated corridor.  No impact is identified. No analysis 
will be provided in the EIR. 

 
(c) The proposed project is consistent with visual character of the existing College. Development 

of the perimeter road and grading to accommodate future buildings and parking structures may 
be visible from offsite locations. The Schabarum Trail, also known as the Skyline Trail, is 
located to the north and northeast of the project. This public trail is widely used for hiking, 
biking, and horseback riding. The proposed project has the potential to affect views from the 
trail into the project site.  This potential impact can be mitigated to less than significant through 
the planting of trees and other screening vegetation on graded slopes. This impact is identified 
as potentially significant unless mitigated and will be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(d) The proposed project would involve new lighting for security along roadways, parking lots and 

buildings.  With the incorporation of shielding the new lighting would not introduce new 
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collect fossil vertebrate remains without impeding development. The proposed project will 
provide for this type of monitoring. Less than significant impacts are identified. This issue will 
not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(d)  As explained in 2.5(A) no known archaeological sites are present on the project site. Although 

the Rose Hills Memorial Cemetery is immediately adjacent to the project site, no known human 
internments exist on the project site.  With the recommended monitory program, less than 
significant impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR 

 
 

  

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

2.6 GEOLOGY AND SOILS     

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, or injury, or 
death involving: 

    

 i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated 
on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area 
or based on other substantial evidence of a known 
fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

 ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?     

 iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction? 

    

 iv. Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil?     

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, 
or that would become unstable as a result of the 
project, and potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, 
or collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-
1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating 
substantial risks to life or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use 
of septic tanks or alternative waste disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the disposal of 
wastewater? 

    

 

 

Explanation 

(a) Faults identified by the State as being either active or potentially active are not known to be present 
at the surface of the site. The site is not located within a State of California-designated Earthquake 
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Fault-Zone Boundary where a site-specific geologic fault investigation would be required. The site 
is not listed within any Seismic Hazard Zone for Earthquake-induced Liquefaction Hazard 
(CDMG, 1999). The potential exists for moderate to strong ground shaking resulting from 
earthquakes generated on the 37 mapped known active faults within 62 miles of the project site. 
The site is located 3.5 km from the Active Fault Near-Source (Seismic) Zone for the Whittier Fault 
as designated by the 1997 UBC (ICBO, 1998).  Potentially adverse effects will be reduced to less 
than significant through compliance with the California Uniform Building Code. This issue will 
not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(b) The site is within a County designated hillside area (Los Angeles Co., 1990). Soil erosion and loss 

of topsoil are possible in the landscaped areas and in undeveloped portions of the hillside 
development project site. Best management practices (BMPs) will be used to control erosion. Less 
than significant impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(c) The site is located along the northwestern flank of the Whittier/Puente Hills in an area that has a 

history of slope stability problems. Potentially adverse effects will be reduced to less than 
significant through compliance with the California Uniform Building Code. This issue will not be 
analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(d) The proposed project would be developed on fill, native alluvium, colluvium, and bedrock. 

Colluvium materials consist of stiff clayey silt comprised of slope wash and residual soils 
overlying the bedrock.  The fine grain fill deposits are generally stiff to very stiff and the coarse 
layers are generally medium dense. Laboratory tests of the fill soil indicate a low to medium 
expansion potential and are slightly more compressible. It is anticipated that where new 
structures are developed on existing fill slopes, the fill will be removed and replaced with 
engineered fill. ).  Potentially adverse effects will be reduced to less than significant through 
compliance with the California Uniform Building Code. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(e) The proposed project does not involve the installation of septic tanks. No impacts are identified. 

This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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2.7 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS     

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed 
school? 
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d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of 

hazardous materials sites Compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan, 
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public use airport, would the project 
result in a safety hazard for people residing or working 
in the project area? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project result in safety hazard for people 
residing or working in the project area? 

    

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with 
an adopted emergency plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, including 
where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or 
where residences are intermixed with wildlands?  

    

 

Explanation 

(a) The proposed project does not involve the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials 
such as asbestos, lead based paints and PCBs. Asbestos and lead may be encountered during 
demolition of existing buildings and improvements to the existing firing range at the administration 
and justice facility. The project will include an asbestos and lead abatement plan. There are two 
existing underground storage tanks on the Campus. One is used for unleaded gasoline and one is 
used for waste oil in the automotive technology program. No expansion is planned. Medical waste 
is generated as a part of the nursing program. These materials are handled, transported, and 
disposed of in compliance with existing regulations. No significant impacts are anticipated. This 
issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(b) Heavy construction equipment such as cranes and drilling rigs would be used that could result in 

the combustion of flammable fuels. The likelihood of such an occurrence is minimal. To reduce 
the risk of such an occurrence a Hazardous Materials Spill Prevent and Containment Plan will be 
incorporated into the project. Less than significant impacts are identified. This issue will not be 
analyzed in the EIR  

 
(c) The proposed project would not result in the use or emission of hazardous or actively hazardous 

materials, substances, or waste.  No impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the 
EIR.  

 
(d) The site is not located on a list of hazardous materials site. No impacts are identified. This issue 

will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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(e, f) The project is not located within an airport land use plan or where such a plan has been 

adopted.  The nearest airport is El Monte Airport approximately five miles to the north. The 
project site is not located near or within a public airport or public use airport, and would not 
result in safety hazards to people residing or working in the project area. No new health hazards 
would be created. No impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(g)  The proposed project would not interfere with any adopted emergency plan or emergency 

evacuation plan.   Less than significant impacts are anticipated. This issue will not be analyzed in 
the EIR. 

 
(h)  The proposed project would be located in a high fire hazard area (Fire Zone 4). Activities 

associated with the proposed project are consistent with existing activities and are not expected 
to increase the fire hazard. The project design and landscaping plan would be subject to review 
by the Fire Department. In addition, an emergency evacuation plan would be incorporated into 
the project. Less than significant impact is identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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2.8 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY     

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements? 

    

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such 
that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a 
lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the 
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would 
drop to a level which would not support existing land 
uses or planned uses for which permits have been 
granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the 
site or area, including through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, in a manner which would 
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 

    

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the 
site or area, including through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase 
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which 
would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

    

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed 
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide substantial additional 
sources of polluted runoff?  

    

f) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as 
mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation 
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map? 

g) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures 
which would impede or redirect flood flows? 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including 
flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? 

     

i) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?     
 

Explanation 

a) The project is contained within the San Gabriel River Watershed. There is an existing blue line 
stream that runs along the southern boundary of the project and drains into San Jose Creek and then 
into the San Gabriel River. The proposed project could result in siltation and small quantities of 
pollutant run-off (oil, grease, coolants) particularly during construction but also during operations. 
A Notice of Intent will be filed with the State Water Regional Control Board. A General Permit will 
be secured to satisfy National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements 
would be secured prior to construction including a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
and structural and non-structural Best Management Practices (BMPs).  With this mitigation, less 
than significant impacts are anticipated. 

 
b) The proposed project does not involve a substantial increase in impervious surface in relation to 

the existing Rio Hondo College Campus. The Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 
District would provide potable water. The water demand of the proposed project would not 
result in an exceedance of the current or projected water capacity of the water supply system, 
thus no groundwater overdraft is anticipated.  Less than significant impacts are identified. This 
issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
c) The proposed project would not alter the existing drainage patterns; rather, existing drainage 

patterns would be maintained.  Less than significant impacts are identified. This issue will not be 
analyzed in the EIR. 

 
d) See explanation 2.8 (c).  
 
e) The proposed project does not involve the substantial conversion of pervious to impervious surface.  

Any increase in surface water flows would be directed back into the existing flood control system.  
Additionally, the overall amount of run-off is not expected to exceed the capacity of the existing 
storm drain system.  Less than significant impacts are identified. 

 
f) The proposed project does involve the development of housing. No impact is identified. This issue 

will not be analyzed in the EIR. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
 
g) The proposed project is not within a flood plain or flood way. Implementation of the proposed 

project would not further impede or redirect flood flows. No impact is identified. This issue will not 
be analyzed in the EIR. 
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h) The proposed project site is not downstream for any levee or dam.  No impact is identified. This 
issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
i) The project site is not located near any impounded body of water, or the Pacific Ocean. A seich is 

caused when impounded bodies of water slosh out of their containment in an earthquake. No seiche 
would affect the project site. A tsunami is a large ocean wave caused by a remote earthquake. 
Since the project is miles from the ocean, a tsunami would not affect the project. The project 
would involve hillside development and engineering design will ensure that the project is not 
subject to mudflow nor would it cause mudflow downstream of the project.  No impact is 
identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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2.9 LAND USE AND PLANNING     

a) Physically divide an established community?     

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or 
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the 
project (including but not limited to the general plan, 
specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning 
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan 
or natural community conservation plan? 

    

 

Explanation 

(a) The proposed project would be confined to the existing Rio Hondo College Campus and would not 
divide an existing community. If future community centers were developed, they would be located 
to serve existing communities and would not divide them. No impacts to an established community 
would result. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(b) The proposed project is subject to the jurisdiction of the Rio Hondo College District and the State 

of California and is exempt from local land use general plan and zoning requirements. The County 
of Los Angeles Streamlined General Plan designates the Rio Hondo College property as Public 
and Semi-Public. The proposed project would be consistent with this designation. The project 
site is zoned A-2-5 (Heavy Agriculture, 5 acres minimum parcel size). In addition, if any 
development is proposed in the vicinity of the adjacent significant ecological area (SEA), a 
biological report and consultation with the SEA Technical Advisory Committee will be made 
(please refer to Biological Resources Section 2.4. No land use plan conflicts are anticipated. This 
issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(c) The project would not conflict with locally adopted conservation plans and policies.  There is 

no adopted habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation plan in the vicinity of 
the project.  No impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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2.10 MINERAL RESOURCES     

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the State? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important 
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

    

 

Explanation 
(a) There are no mineral resources located on the project site.  No impact to mineral resources is 

anticipated. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
 

(b) See response 2.10(a). This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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2.11 NOISE     

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise level in 
excess of standards established in the local general 
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of 
other agencies? 

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in the ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan, 
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, 
would the project expose people residing or working in 
the project area to excessive noise levels? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project expose people residing or working in 
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the project area to excessive noise levels? 

 

Explanation 
(a) Construction of the proposed project would result in an increase of noise levels during the 

daytime hours.  However, the anticipated increase is not expected to be substantial or exceed 
established standards given that the primary noise source is from medium and heavy truck 
traffic along Workman Mill Road associated with the industrial activities within the vicinity.  
The increased noise level from construction activities is not expected to be substantial and 
would be temporary and short-term in nature and duration.  Operation of the proposed project 
would not introduce a new noise source nor are any sensitive noise receptors in the vicinity. 
Less than significant impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(b) The proposed project involves ground disturbance associated with construction activities.  This 

is to occur only during the construction period and during the daytime hours.  No sensitive 
noise receptors are located within the vicinity of the project site that would be subject to such a 
disturbance. Groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels would be minimal and 
considered less than significant. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(c) The proposed project would result in only temporary and short-term elevated noise levels. 

Existing noise levels are not expected to increase substantially upon implementation of the 
proposed project. The proposed project includes an expansion of the existing indoor firing 
range at the administration and justice facility. Noise levels would be reduced from existing 
levels as a part of the project. Traffic noise is expected to be the approximately the same. These 
impacts are considered to be less than significant. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(d) The proposed project would not result in temporary or periodic increases in noise levels above 

levels existing without the project.  See response 2.11 (a).  No impacts are identified. This issue 
will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(e) The proposed project site is not located within an airport land use plan.  The nearest airport is 

the El Monte Airport to the north approximately 5 miles.   No impacts are identified. This issue 
will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(f) The project is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip, and would not expose people 

residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels.  No impacts are identified. 
This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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2.12 POPULATION AND HOUSING     

a) Induce substantial growth in an area either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) 
or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads 
or other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating 
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

 

Explanation 
(a) The proposed project does not involve the construction of homes.  Additional jobs would be 

created (faculty and staff) inducing less than substantial new growth in the region. Employees 
would be expected to live across the region and would not substantially impact any single city.  
The proposed perimeter road extension would serve the campus only and no new development 
would be induced along the road. No other growth-inducing infrastructure is proposed. Less than 
significant impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR.  

(b) No existing housing would be displaced by the proposed project. No impact is identified This issue 
will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

(c) See response 2.12(b). No impact is identified. No analysis will be provided in the EIR. 
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2.13 PUBLIC SERVICES     

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the provision of new 
or physically altered governmental facilities, need for 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any public services: 

    

 Fire protection?     

 Police protection?     
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 Schools?     

 Parks?     

 Other public facilities?     
 

Explanation 
(a) Although the proposed project is located in a high fire hazard area, the new development under the 

Rio Hondo College Master Plan would be consistent with existing development on the campus and 
no substantial change in fire protection services is anticipated. County of Los Angeles Fire Station 
No. 51 serves the College.  The project would not result in the need for new or altered facilities 
related to fire protection. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR.   
The proposed project would not substantially increase the demand for police protection services 
beyond that for the existing campus The project would not result in the need for new or altered 
facilities related to police protection. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

The proposed project would not result in the demand for new or altered local school facilities or 
services. The proposed project is intended to meet the community college requirements of the Rio 
Hondo College District. New faculty and staff would reside across the Los Angeles Basin and their 
families would attend existing schools. The project would not result in the need for new or altered 
facilities related to schools. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR 

The proposed project includes numerous recreational amenities to serve faculty, staff and students 
of the Rio Hondo College as well as the adjacent community. Project related personnel are 
expected to use campus facilities rather than public parks. The project would not result in the need 
for new or altered facilities related to parks. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR 

No other impacts to other publicly maintained facilities are anticipated.  Less than significant 
impacts are identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 
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2.14 RECREATION     

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration 
the facility would occur to be accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse effect on the 
environment? 

    

 

Explanation 
(a) The proposed project includes numerous recreational amenities to serve faculty, staff and 

students of the Rio Hondo College. Project related personnel are expected to use campus 
facilities rather than public parks. The project would not result in the need for new or altered 
facilities related to parks. No impact is identified and this issue will not be analyzed in the EIR. 

(b) The proposed project includes construction of new or expanded recreational facilities and 
impacts to the environment may be associated with these project elements. The contribution of 
the recreational facilities to the overall impacts of the proposed project is considered less than 
significant.  The impacts of all project development will be addressed in the respective issue 
areas of the EIR. This issue area will not be analyzed independently in the EIR.  
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2.15 TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC     

a) Cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in 
relation to the existing system (i.e., result in a 
substantial increase in either the number of vehicle 
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or 
congestion at intersections)? 

    

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of 
service standard established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads? 

     

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location that results in substantial safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards due to design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 
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e) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?     

g) Conflicts with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus 
turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

    

 

Explanation 

(a) Project generated traffic is expected to be substantial both during the construction and operations 
phase of the project, particularly when considered cumulatively with existing and anticipated 
projects in the area requiring mitigation. A potentially significant impact is identified.  This issue 
will be analyzed in the EIR.    

(b) As stated in response 2.15(a), new trips would be generated upon implementation of the proposed 
project and therefore, Level of Service standards may be exceeded requiring mitigation. A 
potentially significant impact is identified.  This issue will be analyzed in the EIR.    

(c) The project involves a new perimeter road along the southern project boundary to ease congestion 
on existing College Drive. The relationship of the new intersection of the perimeter road and 
Workman Mill Road with the intersection of College Drive and Workman Mill Road will need to 
be planned carefully. A potentially significant impact requiring mitigation is identified. This issue 
will be analyzed in the EIR. 

(d) The proposed perimeter road will involve curves and intersections within the campus itself. Lane 
configuration and curves and intersections will also need to be analyzed. A potentially significant 
impact requiring mitigation is identified. This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 

(e) The addition of the additional primary access perimeter road is expected to improve emergency 
access compared to the existing conditions in which College Drive may be congested during peak 
travel periods.  Due to the high fire danger, the adequacy of emergency access and egress needs to 
be evaluated. A potentially significant impact requiring mitigation is identified. This issue will be 
analyzed in the EIR.  

(f) Provision of adequate parking to serve increased student enrollment, staff and faculty is a primary 
component of the proposed project and new parking structures are proposed. Under existing 
conditions there is off-campus street parking along Workman Mill Road. The proposed plan would 
increase onsite parking and reduce this offsite parking. The parking issue needs to be carefully 
evaluated A potentially significant impact requiring mitigation is identified. This issue will be 
analyzed in the EIR.  

(g) The proposed project includes plans to enhance use of alternative transportation to reduce parking 
demands including improved transit access to the core of the campus, shuttle buses, pedestrian 
improvements and bicycle facilities. The relation of the alternative transportation program to the 
parking program will need to be carefully evaluated. A potentially significant impact requiring 
mitigation is identified. This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 



 RIO HONDO COLLEGE MASTER PLAN 
INITIAL STUDY 

  

 2-19

  

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

2.16 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS     

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

    

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project from existing entitlements and resources, or 
are new or expanded entitlements needed? 

    

e) Result in determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to serve the project's projected 
demand in addition to the provider's existing 
commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste 
disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

    

 

Explanation 

(a) Wastewater treatment is the responsibility of the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 
County. The Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWCP) located in the City of Carson would 
serve the proposed project. The JWPCP has a design capacity of 385.0 million gallons per day 
(mgd) and currently processes an average of 332.4 mgd.  The proposed project would increase 
wastewater volumes to the plant. Although the proposed project is not anticipated to result in an 
exceedance of Regional Water Quality Control Board requirements for the JWCP, an 
evaluation of the wastewater flows in the context of cumulative impacts of other reasonable 
foreseeable projects is necessary. A potentially significant impact unless mitigated impact is 
identified.  This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(b) Consistent with the response to 2.16(a) further analysis is required to determine the adequacy of 

the existing facilities at the JWPCP wastewater treatment plant. A potentially significant impact 
unless mitigated impact is identified.  This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 
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(c) The proposed project would not increase storm run-off substantially when compared to run-off 
from the existing campus development. However, further analysis is required to assess the 
adequacy of the storm water drainage facilities. A potentially significant impact unless 
mitigated impact is identified.  This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(d) The proposed project would increase the water demand above that of the existing Rio Hondo 

College. Additional analysis is required to determine if the new water demand of the proposed 
project and cumulative projects can be met through existing entitlements of the San Gabriel 
Water Company or if new entitlements are required. A potentially significant impact unless 
mitigated impact is identified.  This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 

 
(e) See response to 1.16(a). A potentially significant impact unless mitigated impact is identified.  

This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 
 

(f) The adjacent Puente Hills Landfill would serve the proposed project. An additional 38 million 
tons of future remaining capacity exists. Demolition of existing buildings is anticipated to 
generate substantial volumes of solid waste. In addition, the volume of solid waste generated 
over the life of the proposed project will need to be determined. A potentially significant impact 
unless mitigated impact is identified.  This issue will be analyzed in the EIR.  

 
(g) The proposed project would comply with all federal, state, and local statutes and regulations 

related to solid wastes. No impact is identified. This issue will not be analyzed in the EIR 

2.17 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality 
of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a 
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population 
to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate 
a plant or animal community, reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal 
or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with 
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly? 

    

Explanation 

(a) As explained above, the proposed project is located on an undeveloped hillside in the Puente 
Hills and is adjacent to areas of substantial undisturbed vegetation, a blue line stream, and 
drainages, which culminate in the San Gabriel River. With proper mitigation, which will be 
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specified in the EIR, these resources are not expected to be significantly impacted. The 
proposed project is not expected to impact any important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory. The affected environmental issues will be analyzed in the EIR 
as outlined above. 

 
(b) The project has the potential to contribute to cumulatively significant impacts in the areas of 

traffic and air quality. These issues will be analyzed in the EIR. 
 

(c) The project is not anticipated to cause substantial adverse effects on human beings either 
directly or indirectly.   
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