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State of California Fish and Game Code, Section 160Bhis provision of the State Fish and
Game Code requires that a project proponent notify CDFG of any prbdieenation to
streambeds. Its intent is to protect streambed habitats imptotdish and wildlife. In the
course of this notification process, CDFG may then place conditiondheorSection 1603
clearance to address the potentially significant adverse impaittin the CDFG jurisdictional
limits.

Federal Clean Water Act, Section 404n similar fashion, this provision, as regulated by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, requires a permit for any filbonglredging within “Waters of
the United States.” The project site contains a small draibatygeen North Road and Police
Academy Road. No construction activities are identified for dhés. Should future project
activities be planned that may affect the drainage, the permigweprocess entails an
assessment of potential adverse impacts to wetlands and strebaftiiadis. In response to a
permit application, the Corps would require conditions mitigating insp&xtthe drainage.
Where a federally-listed species may be affected, adBet consultation with the USFWS
under the Federal Endangered Species Act would be required.

Significant Ecological AreaSignificant Ecological Area (SEA) 43 lies near the east baynda
of the project area. Any development within the SEA would be sulige@a Biological
Constraints Analysis and review by the Los Angeles County Rdgilaaning Board. If the
project encroached into the SEA 43, the Significant Ecological Armeehnical Advisory
Committee (SEATAC) would review the proposed project and potentigdcts to the SEA.
Approval, mitigation, project alternations, or a combination of the tiwmaéd be recommended
by the SEATAC. Application of a conditional use permit may be redui any construction
activities are proposed within the SEA boundary. There is no baffa around SEA 43.
Protection of significant ecological resources exists onlhiwithe boundary of the SEA. No
project activity is planned within SEA 43.

Los Angeles County Oak Tree OrdinanceActivities pertaining to the removal of oaks trees
within County of Los Angeles jurisdiction would be subject to perngtbrdinances codified by
the County of Los Angeles and would be reviewed by the County Ptarbirector.
Application of a conditional use permit would be required for any égtinwolving removing or
relocating heritage oak trees, as defined in Section 22.56.2068 Gbunty ordinance. An oak
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resource report would be reviewed by the county forester and froewéor accuracy, with the
oak resource value calculated according to the Internationat@adi Arborculture’s “Guide to
Establishing Values for Trees and Shrubs”.

The project area consists of developed and disturbed lands, andvegfgtation communities,
located on campus of Rio Hondo Community College. It is bounded on thkye@siifornia
Edison easement, on the north by Workman Mill Road, and on the westwthdog Rose Hills
Memorial Park. Local access to the project site is provideghanad streets off of Workman
Mills Road.

Land uses in proximity to the project sited include warehousindigimdindustrial buildings to
the north, Rose Hill Memorial Park, and Mill Elementary Schoadhtied to the west and south,
and Rio Hondo Wildlife Sanctuary /Significant Ecological Area 4BAS!3) to the east. The
SEA 43 was designated because it is currently used as afevedinctuary by faculty and
students at Rio Hondo College. The boundaries for the Rio Hondo Wildlifetsary SEA 43
are being slightly revised and renamed as Rio Hondo Wildlifet8ary SEA 19. Boundaries to
all SEAs will be confirmed and finalized during the Los Angdleminty General Plan update
process in 2006. Because these boundary changes and name changes baee finalized at
the time of the writing of this document, the Rio Hondo Wildlife $aauy will be referred to as
SEA 43 throughout the remainder of this document. The area possesdesxgmples of the
riparian woodland, chaparral, oak woodland, and coastal sage scrub coesniaibd in the
west end of the Puente Hills. Its proximity to the Rio Hondo Coltagepus makes it a highly
valuable educational and resource faclity.

The project site has been heavily disturbed by past uses consétihg development of
buildings, parking lots, and athletic fields. Vegetation communtiesist of ornamental trees
and shrubs, with some isolated patches of disturbed native vegetationndAhe perimeter of
the project site, disturbed natural areas exhibit increased idsriitexotic species, such as tree
tobacco Nicotiana glaucg fennel Foeniculum vulgarg and castor beamR{cinus commun)s

The topography of the project site ranges in elevation fromoappately 231 feet to
approximately 549 feet above mean sea level (msl), generaflinglto the northwest toward
Workman Mill Road.

! County of Los Angeles Department of Regional RfemrMarch 2004. Significant Ecological Area #43
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The potential disturbance area consists of approximately 7&8 aérnatural, disturbed, and
developed lands located on the northeastern portion of the Rio Hondo Comi@Gohédge
campus. It is bounded on the west by Workman Mill Road and on the soBttlibe Academy
Road. Local access to the project site is provided via paved streets off of avidvkilis Road.

The project site has been disturbed by past uses consisting déwabpment of buildings,
parking lots, athletic fields, and the presence of invasive non-natiyetat®n. Vegetation
communities consist of native vegetation, often disturbed, ornamee¢sl &nd shrubs, with
patches of ruderal vegetation within and immediately adjacertet@oject boundaries. The
natural areas adjacent to the project boundaries exhibit varyingie®red non-native plant
species, such as tree tobactbcftiana glaucg, poison hemlock Gonium maculatuip and
black mustardBrassica nigra. Figure 3.3.1-1North Entry Road Disturbance Areglustrates
the limits of disturbance for the proposed project.

3311 # $ %% $ & $9%

Natural community names and hierarchical structure follows th&GCRist of California
Terrestrial Natural Communities Recognized by the Naturagkemity Data Base. A brief
summary of each natural community is discussed below. Naturahgoity descriptions are
based on URS findings, Brenzel, Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995), andnHo{[E986), as
appropriate. In addition, a description of the locations on the projecarsd the variations of
the community are discussed. The locations of the plant commubitiee general campus are
indicated in Figure 3.3.1.1-Rio Hondo Campus General Vegetation Mahe locations of the
plant communities on the North Entry Road area and their relatiomstiip Rio Hondo College
property line and the approximate proposed SEA 19 boundary are indic&tigtinie 3.3.1.1-2,
North Entry Road Vegetation Map With SEAThe numbered photo locations and viewing
direction in Figure 3.3.1.1-2 correspond with the photographs in Figure 3.3Not#3 Entry
Road Area Site Photographyhich depict the general characteristics of the site.

Table 3.3.1.1-1 provides a summary of the vegetation communities thatorctiue potential
disturbance area and their respective acreage.
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Insert Figure 3.3.1-1

North Entry Road Disturbance Area
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Insert Figure 3.3.1.1-1

General Vegetation Map
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Insert Figure 3.3.1.1-2

North Entry Road Vegetation Map with SEA
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Figure 3.3.1.1-3:

North Entry Road Area Site Photographs

Photograph: 1

Photo Date: September 30, 2005

Location:  Within Police Academy
compound, northeastern area qff
the project site.

Direction: Facing southwest.

Comment: Showing coastal sage scrub,

disturbed/non-native vegetatior
areas, and developed area.

Photograph: 2
Photo Date: September 30, 2005

Location:  North of the Police Academy
compound.

Direction: Facing west.

Comment: Showing disturbed/non-native
vegetation areas, oak woodland,
and developed areas immediat¢ly
adjacent to the project site.

Photograph: 3

Photo Date: September 30, 2005

Location: North of lower parking lot.

Direction: Facing southwest.

Comment: Showing coastal sage scrub
disturbed/non-native

vegetation areas, and oak
woodland.
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Figure 3.3.1.1-3 Continued

Photograph: 4
PhotoDate:  September 30, 2005

Location: Northeastern portion of the
lower parking lot.

Direction: Facing south

Comment Showing developed areas and
coastal sage scrub.

Photograph: 5

PhotoDate:  September 30, 2005

Location: Southwestern edge of the
project site, just west of the lower parking
area.

Direction: Facing northeast.

Comment Showing coastal sage scrub
disturbed/non-native vegetation areas, and [pak
woodland.

Photograph: 6
PhotoDate:  September 30, 2005

Location: Southwestern portion of the
project site.

Direction: Facing northeast.
Comment Showing developed areas,

disturbed/non-native vegetation, coastal sage
scrub, and oak woodland.
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Table 3.3.1.1-1 — Vegetation Community Acres

Vegetation Community Acres
Coastal Sage Scrub 2.25
Oak Woodland 0.53
Ornamental Landscaping 0.08
Disturbed 2.84
Developed 1.94
Total 7.64

O

Coastal sage scrub occurs within the SEA bordering the peojeas to the east. This disturbed
community was characterized native sage scrub species, \witfh goercentage of non-native
plant species. Native species included California sagebArsén{isia californicd, California
encelia Encelia californicg, white sage $aliva apiany and black sageS@lvia mellifera,
California buckwheat Eriogonum fasciculatujn coyote bush Raccharis pilulari3, coast
goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii), and golden yarrow (Eriophyllum coioienn). On north-
facing slopes, lemonadeberry (Rhus integrifolia), and other cladypdaints were observed, such
as toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), prickly-pear cactus (Oplitibgalis) and laurel sumac. The
areas that express coastal sage scrub community charaxstdréste been cleared and disturbed
by past disturbances such as grading and transition line commtruchis site provides marginal
habitat for sensitive species.

- )Y+ "

Coast live oak woodland consists of coast live d@iefcus agrifolid as the dominant species,
usually with a poorly developed herbaceous understory. These tl fbem an open to
continuous canopy and occasionally have a grassy understory, usuaibyed specieBfomus
sp.) They often occur along the outer floodplains along perenreanss (Holland 1986). Oak
woodland occurred along the northwestern boundary of the project &taads of mature trees
with shrub understories provide nesting opportunities for raptor andlothespecies, as well as
wildlife movement corridors.

o ()iz",

Disturbed areas on the project site are mostly devoid of vemyets a result of past use of the
project site for easements or staging areas for maintersamiogies for Rio Hondo Campus.
There are small amounts of vegetation beginning to re-establisieseTspecies are
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predominantly non-native, weedy species adapted to frequent disturbEmespecies observed
in the disturbed areas include black mustd&thgsica nigrd, fennel, tree tobacco, and castor
bean.

0 3 "3y

Developed and ornamental landscaping areas include agricultural reas, arnamental
landscaping, and structures. Developed and ornamental landscaping otioepegority of the
project area. All perimeter areas, areas adjacent to raatlspace not occupied by parking lots
of buildings have been landscaped. Some muleBatdharissalicifolia) and sage species
(Salvia sp.) have been used for landscaping purposes. These areas wetentibed as
sensitive, and do not provide habitat for sensitive species. Spactegs vegetation type
included pine Rinussp.), acacia fAcaciaspp.), ashKraxinussp.), and cotoneasteCftoneaster
lacteug, eucalyptus Eucalyptusspp.), and California privetLigustrum ovalifoliunp.  These
species have grown large, with extensive canopies, and have deveatopedeastory in some
areas. Stands of mature trees with shrub understories provigegngsportunities for raptor
and other bird species, as well as wildlife movement corridors.

3312 # $## $

The plant communities discussed above are composed of numerous plagd. sgdmse plant
species observations were completed during the field visit tgribject site. Plant species
observed within the project site are indicated in Table 3.3.1P2aht and Wildlife Species Rio
Hondo Master Plan Project AreaSensitive plant species potentially occurring on the project
site are discussed in the Sensitive Resources subsection of this document.

3313 .04 ## $

While a few wildlife species are entirely dependent on a simglgetation community, the
mosaic of the vegetation communities that do exist on the prajecrsd within the adjoining
areas constitutes a functional ecosystem for a variety Idfifeispecies. However, the plant
communities found on the project site only provide for some local foraging anchalamgdlife
habitat. The following discussion summarizes wildlife populationgtegmted by taxonomic
group, either observed or expected to occur on the project site. fevagkecies expected to
occur in the vicinity of the project site are indicated in Table 3.3.1.2-1. S$ensitdlife species
potentially occurring within the area including the project aite discussed in the Sensitive

3.3-10



Draft Master Environmental Impact Report
Rio Hondo College Master Plan

Resources subsection of this document. It should be noted that naveesgécies were
observed on the project site during the field survey.

Table 3.3.1.2-1 Plant and Wildlife Species Rio Hondo Master Plan Project Area

FLORA

GYMNOSPERMS (CONIFERS)

CUPRESSACEAE- Cypress Family
Cupressus arizonicax Smooth Arizona Cypress
Cupressus sempervirerdtalian cypress
Juniperussp. - juniper

PINACEAE - Pine Family
Pinussp.* — ornamental pine

ANGIOSPERMS (FLOWERING PLANTYS)

MONOCOTYLEDONEAE

ARECACEAE - Palm Family
Washingtoniasp. — fan palm

LILIACEAE - Lily Family
Agavesp. - agave
Yucca whipplessp.whipplei— our lord’s candle

POACEAE - Grass Family

Arundo donax*- giant reed

Avena barbata* slender wild oat

Avena fatua- wild oat

Bromus diandrus* ripgut brome

B. madritensissp rubens*- foxtail chess
Hordeum murinurh— glaucous foxtail barley
Leymus condensatusgiant wild rye
Pennisetum setaceurr*African fountain grass
Vulpia myuros - fescue

DICOTYLEDONEAE

ANACARDIACEAE - Sumac Family
Malosma laurina- laurel sumac
Rhus integrifolia- lemonadeberry
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Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued

Rhus ovata- sugarbush

Schinus molle- Peruvian pepper tree
Schinus terebinthifolids- Brazilian pepper tree
Toxicodendron diversiloburm poison oak

APIACEAE - Carrot Family
Conium maculatumm- poison hemlock
Foeniculum vulgare- fennel

Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued

APOCYNACEAE - Dogbane Family
Nerium oleandet - oleander

ARALIACEAE - Ginseng Family
Hedera helix - English ivy

ASTERACEAE - Sunflower Family
Anthemis cotula mayweed

Artemisia californica- California sagebrush
Artemisia douglasiana mugwort

Baccharis pilularis— coyote brush
Baccharissalicifolia — mule fat

Baccharis sarothroides — broom baccharis
Brickellia californica

Carduus pycnocephaltis Italian thistle
Centaurea melitensis* tocalote

Cirsium occidentalerar. californicum— California thistle
Cirsiumvulgare* — bull thistle

Encelia californica— California bush sunflower
Gnaphaliumsp. - cudweed

Helianthus annuus kairy-leaved sunflower
Heterotheca grandiflora- telegraph weed
Hypochaeris glabra* smooth cat’s ear
Lepidospartum squamatumscale broom
Silybum marianurh— milk thistle

Sonchus asper prickly sow thistle
Sonchus oleracetis common sow thistle
Xanthium strumarium cocklebur

BRASSICACEAE - Mustard Family
Brassica nigra*— black mustard
Hirschfeldia incana* short-pod mustard
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Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued

CACTACEAE - Cactus Family
Opuntia ficus-indica- Indian fig
Opuntia littoralis— coastal prickly pear

CAPRIFOLIACEAE - Honeysuckle Family
Lonicerasp*. - honeysuckle
Sambucus mexicaraMexican elderberry

CHENOPODIACEA - Goosefoot Family
Salsola tragus- Russian thistle

CUCURBITACEAE - Gourd Family
Marah macrocarpus €ucumber vine

EUPHORBIACEAE - Spurge Family
Chamaesyce maculdta spotted spurge
Euphorbiasp. — spurge

Ricinus communis* castor-bean

FABACEAE - Pea Family
Lotus scoparius- deerweed
Lupinussp. - lupine
Medicago polymorpha*
Melilotusindica* - sour clover
Trifolium sp. — clover

Vicia sativa— spring vetch

FAGACEAE - Oak Family
Quercus agrifolia— coast live oak

GERANIACEA — Geranium Family
Erodium botry$- long-beaked Filaree
Erodium cicutarium* Red-stem Filaree

GROSSULARIACEAE — Gooseberry Family
Ribes aureurs golden currant
Ribes speciosum Fuchsia-flowered Gooseberry

HIPPOCASTANACEAE - Buckeye Family
Aesculus californica- California buckeye
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Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued

HYDROPHYLLACEAE - Waterleaf Family
Phaceliasp.- phacelia

JUGLANDACEAE - Walnut Family
Juglanscalifornica— California walnut

LAMIACEAE - Mint Family
Marrubium vulgare*— horehound
Salvia mellifera— black sage
Salvia apiana- white sage
Salvia columbariae- chia

MALVACEAE — Mallow Family
Malacothamnus fasciculatusbush mallow
Malva parviflora* - cheeseweed

Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued

MYRTACEA — Myrtle Family
Callistemon sp.* - bottlebrush tree
Eucalyptussp.* - eucalyptus

OLEACEAE - Olive family
Fraxinussp. — ash
Ligustrumsp.* - privet

Olea europa— European olive

POLYGONACEAE - Buckwheat Family

Eriogonum fasciculatunaar. fasciculatum- flat-top buckwheat

PRIMULACEAE - Primrose Family
Anagallis arvensis- scarlet pimpernel

RHAMNACEAE - Buckthorn Family
Rhamnus croceaspiny redberry
Rhamnus ilicifolia— holly-leaf redberry

ROSACEAE - Rose Family

Cercocarpus betuloides birch leaf mountain mahogany
Heteromeles arbutifolia- toyon

Prunus ilicifolia— holly-leaved cherry

RUBIACEA — Madder Family
Galiumsp. - bedstraw

SALICACEAE - Willow Family
Salixgooddingii— black willow
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Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued

SCROPHULARIACEAE - Figwort Family

Keckiella cordifolia

Mimulus aurantiacus- bush monkeyflower

SOLANACEAE - Nightshade Family
Datura wrightii - jimsonweed

Nicotiana glauca* tree tobacco
Solanum douglasit Douglas’ nighshade
Solanum nigrum black nightshade

URTICACEAE - Nettle Family

Urtica dioica ssp.holosericea- giant creek nettle
Urtica ureng - dwarf nettle

VERBENACEAE - Vervain family
Lantana montevidengis lantana

*indicates non-native species.

Scientific Name

MAMMALS

Canis latrans
Odocoileus hemionus

BIRDS

Zenaida macroura
Corvus brachyrhynchos
Corvus corax

Buteo jamaicensis
Buteo lineatus
Cathartes aura

Pipilo maculatus

Pipilo crissalis
Carpodacus mexicanus
Sayornis nigricans
Calypte anna

FAUNA

Common Name

Coyote(scats and tracks)
M U|e Deer(scats and tracks)

Morning Dove
American Crow
Common Raven
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Turkey Vulture
Spotted Towhee
California Towhee
House Finch

Black Phoebe
Anna’s Hummingbird
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Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued

Aphelocoma californica
Dendroica coronata

Dendroica petechia
Vermivora celata
Baeolophus inornatus
Psaltriparus minimus
Chamaea fasciata

REPTILES

Sceloporus occidentalis
Uta stansburiana

Western Scrub Jay
Yellow-rumped Warbler

Yellow Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Oak Titmouse

Bushtit

Wrentit

Western Fence Lizard
Side-blotched Lizard

(

No focused surveys for common invertebrates were performed. uMerfly species were
observed during the field survey.

3 (

The potential presence of amphibians varies greatly betweetatsaithin the project site.
Terrestrial species may or may not require standing wateeproduction. Terrestrial species
avoid desiccation by burrowing underground; within crevices in trees, ma#tdpgs; and under
stones and surface litter during the day and dry seasons. [hedrteecretive nature, terrestrial
amphibians are rarely observed, but may be quite abundant if condiofe/arable. Aquatic
amphibians are dependent on standing or flowing water for reprodu@iach habitats include
fresh water marshes and open water (reservoirs, permanent gadagnpools and ponds, and
perennial streams). The project site has the potential to suppariety of amphibians in the
channel adjacent to North and Police Academy roads. Focused amphilviaysswere not
conducted; however brief searches were conducted during surveysregsltano amphibians
were observed during site visits. Common amphibian species potentially prestnanbsted
in Table 3.3.1.2-1.

Reptilian diversity and abundance varies with habitat type andatearaAlthough some species

prefer only one or two plant communities, most will forage in aetarof communities. A

number of reptile species prefer open habitats that allow free memteand high visibility.
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Most species occurring in open habitats rely on the presenosatifrmammal burrows for cover
and escape from predators and extreme weather. Veryoltle habitats exist on the project
site. Most on-site vegetations communities produce leaf litgr dovers the ground. Litter
provides cover for reptiles while foraging and creates acdifii for reptile identification during
surveys. Often time reptiles are heard and not seen. Rgmibées observed or potentially
occurring on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1. The eptilas observed onsite was
the side blotch lizardta stansburianpand western fence lizar&¢eloporus occidenta)is

Upland Birds: Some of the vegetation reestablishing in the disturbed arehsome areas of
the ornamental landscaping provide limited foraging and cover hatitgeér-round residents,
seasonal residents, and migrating song birds. In addition, theeassnally available water
onsite within the drainage channels. The overall condition of the plamhgoities is mainly
ornamental landscape. Representative, common upland species observedinmhsite
American crow (Corus brachyrhynchgs Anna’s hummingbird Galypte anng Black phoebe
(Sayornis nigricans and Song sparrow (Melospiza melodia). Upland avian species athegrve
expected to occur on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1.

Raptors: Some of the habitat within the project site could have the potemfmbtide foraging
opportunities and breeding areas for raptors. Threes found along thetpefithe project site
and throughout the campus have the potential to provide suitable perclh@adorg over the
open areas and scrub communities. These areas provide habitaafiobisds and mammals
resulting in a potentially large prey population on the project sithe only raptor species
observed onsite included the Red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaiceRsipjor species observed or
potentially occurring on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1 of this document.

%

The areas that are reestablishing in the disturbed areas alathdeeaped areas on the project
site have the potential to support a limited number of mammalespe During field surveys,
mammal species were either directly observed or their preses deduced by diagnostic signs
(tracks, scat, burrows, etc.). Mammal species observed onsit@lentthe cottontail rabbit
(Sylvilagus audubonjiand ground squirrelSpermohilus beechgyi Mammals observed or
potentially occurring on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1 of this document.
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Wildlife corridors link together areas of suitable habitat Hrat otherwise separated by rugged
terrain, changes in vegetation, or human disturbance. The fragmemfibpen space areas by
urbanization creates isolated “islands” of wildlife habitat. him absence of habitat linkages that
allow movement to adjoining open space areas, studies have concludesbrtteatwildlife
species, especially the large and more mobile mammalshatillikely persist over time in
fragmented or isolated habitat areas because they prohibit ttsoimfof new individuals and
genetic material. Corridors effectively act as linksMeein different populations of a species. A
group of smaller populations linked together via a system of cosrider termed a
“metapopulation.” The long-term health of each smaller populationmiti@ metapopulation is
dependent upon its size and the frequency of interchange of individuatsg(ation and
emigration). The smaller the population, the more important imtragrdoecomes, because
prolonged inbreeding with the same individuals can reduce genetic \grititat is crucial for
long term survival. Immigrant individuals that move into the smaltgrulation from adjoining
populations mate with individuals and supply that population with new gemgsgene
combinations that increase overall genetic diversity and sucéags#crease in a population’s
genetic variability is generally associated with an increase in agiapus health.

Corridors mitigate the effects of habitat fragmentation bft) allowing animals to move
between remaining habitats, which allows depleted populations to lemisti@d and promotes
genetic diversity; (2) provides escape routes from fire, preslaind human disturbances, thus
reducing the risk that catastrophic events (such as fires @sdiswiill result in population or
local species extinction; and (3) serving as travel routesnftividual animals as they move
within their home ranges in search of food, water, mates, and other needs.

Wildlife movement activities usually fall into one of three movatneategories: (1) dispersal
(e.g., juvenile animals from natal areas, individuals extendingerdiggribution); (2) seasonal
migration; and (3) movements related to home range actifiteaging for food or water,
defending territories, searching for mates, breeding areasyver)c A number of terms have
been used in various wildlife movement studies, such as “wildlifedoofy “travel route,”
“habitat linkage,” and “wildlife crossing” to refer to areas in gbhwildlife move from one area
to another. To clarify the meaning of these terms and faeilitee discussion on wildlife
movement in this study, these terms are defined as follows:
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Travel Route: A landscape feature (such as a ridgeline, drainage, canyoipadam strip)
within a larger natural habitat area that is used frequentbnbyals to facilitate movement and
provide access to necessary resources (e.g., water, food, coverjravdiaoute is generally
preferred because it provides the least amount of topograplitares in moving from one area
to another; it contains adequate food, water, and/ or cover while moeingen habitat areas;
and provides a relatively direct link between target habitat areas.

Wildlife Corridor: a piece of habitat, usually linear in nature, that connects twouoe habitat
patches that would otherwise be fragmented or isolated from one anwuifidlife corridors are
usually bounded by urban land areas or other areas unsuitable forfewildlihe corridor
generally contains suitable cover, food, and/or water to support s@auefacilitate movement
while in the corridor. Large, landscape-level corridors (oftesrred to as “habitat or landscape
linkages”) can provide both transitory and resident habitat for a variety oéspeci

Wildlife Crossing A small, narrow area, relatively short in length and geélyecanstructed in
nature, that allows wildlife to pass under or through an obstadaraer that otherwise hinders
or prevents movement. Crossings typically are manmade and inalbdets, underpasses,
drainage pipes, and tunnels to provide access across or under roadsysighpalines, or
physical obstacles.

7 % . 8" #8" 5"

The project site is located in an area of potentially low to moderate valueegdrds to regional
and local wildlife movement. Birds predominate the limited numbaeuvildfife species likely to
us the project site as a travel route. Due to the site’s miyxito urbanized developed
surroundings, physical barriers to the north, south, east, and woteat aleterrents to most
flightless species. However, wildlife species could potentigly the heavily landscaped areas
to facilitate movement and provide access to natural resourcgsdoa the surrounding area.
Significant Ecological Areas (SEAs) are areas of specaisideration with biologically
significant plant or animal species designated for environmergaepration as defined by the
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning.

3315 5 4% $

As previously described, the project site is located northeasth and west of areas which
retains a large amount of natural open space. These areas43FEFg and 44) contain habitat
for a variety of species throughout much of the region. Dueddigturbed and developed
conditions on the project site, the project site contributes no regraha related to foraging
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habitat and other resources. The mosaic of the vegetation comsamtibe project site and
the adjoining areas constitutes an impaired ecosystem fortadimumber of wildlife species.
Plant communities on the project site represent a very homogendusgily manicured stand
of non-native communities.

$5

Sensitive plants and animals are those identified as rare ongardd, or that are depleted or
declining, as listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (WSJ, California Department of
Fish and Game (CDFG), and the California Native Plant SoceNPS). Searches were
conducted on the project site for plant and animal species and sidhihave been historically
recorded from the project vicinity by the USFWS, CNPS, and DieG The project site limits
do not support any native habitat. The site lacks suitable hawitathier state and federal listed
sensitive or protected species. A sensitive species naattivessing the likelihood of sensitive
plant and animal species occurring on the project site is provided in Table 3.3.1.2-1.

#

No sensitive plant species were observed on or adjacent to the gitgecThe sensitive plant
species reported from the CNPS Electronic Inventory and CNDDBy qare shown in table
3.3.1.5-1 include:

Table 3.3.1.5-1
Sensitive Plant Species List
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Of the 24 sensitive plant species reported as potentially oagunrithhe vicinity, seven have the
potential to occur on or adjacent to the project limits. Although mudhegbroject site is either
developed or has been disturbed at some time, and the likelihood ofveepkiht species

becoming established within the work limits is generally low,used surveys should be
conducted for those species with a potential for occurrence.

Other than raptors and nesting birds, which are protected i6ttie of California or by the
federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, no sensitive wildlfpecies was observed on, or
adjacent to, the project site or is expected to occur in the peaoje&t Sensitive animal species
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reported as currently or historically occurring in the vicinitgtliin 10 miles) of the site include
western spadefoot toadSgea hammondiiand western yellow-billed cuckooCé@ccyzus
americanus occidentalis Because the proposed work limits and potential staging areatlaer
developed or heavily disturbed from landscaping, the likelihood of senaitineals nesting or
defending a territory on the site is generally very low.

9 6 "- &

In the western United States, Yellow-billed Cuckoos breed in broatl;developed, low-
elevation riparian woodlands comprised primarily of mature cottonwo@dpu{usspp.) and
willows (Salix spp.). Optimal stands are larger than 80 hectares (198 acesdgnt and more
than 600 meters (1,969 feet) wide; marginal stands are 20—-40d3e@t8—-99 ac) in extent and
100 to 200 meters (328 to 656 feet) wide; and unsuitable stands atkaleskS hectares (37
acres) in extent and less than 100 meters (328 feet) wide (LaamioiHalterman 1989). Typical
nest sites in California have moderately high canopy closure (J2uddow total ground cover
(18.7%). The average distance from nests to water is 34.7 nigtetsfeet) (Laymon and
Halterman 1987). No suitable riparian habitat exists and thespis not expected to occur on
the project site.

3 7 % & )

Historically, the western spadefoot ranged from Redding to nostewe Baja California. In
California, the species was found throughout the Central Valley, atitei€oast Ranges and
coastal lowlands from San Francisco Bay to Mexico. It has éetmpated from many locations
within this range.

The species is found mostly below 3000 feet, but can occur up to 4500Tfeetaverage
elevation of sites where the species still occurs is sigmifly higher than the average elevation
for historical sites, suggesting that declines have been more pronounced in lowlands

Habitat loss and fragmentation results in populations that ard smsize and increasingly
isolated. This reduces movements by individuals and genetic exchangeethgtapulations.

Small populations are more likely to go extinct due to catastraptstochastic events. Isolation
reduces the potential for recolonization of areas where toads have disappeared.

Many remaining vernal pools and wetlands are suffering fromtdtatbégradation by disking,
intensive livestock grazing and trampling, off-road vehicle use and rooraat runoff. No
vernal pools or suitable habitat exist and this species is not expected to occur oretiiespeo)
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Direct impacts occur when biological resources are alterel@siroyed during the course of, or
because of, project implementation. Examples of such impacts indodeval or grading of
vegetation, filling wetland habitats, or severing or physicalbtriging the width of wildlife
linkages. Other direct impacts may include loss of foragingesting habitat and individual
organisms because of habitat clearing.

Indirect impacts may include elevated levels of noise or lightothgnge in surface water
hydrology within a floodplain, and increased erosion or sedimentatidmeseTimpacts may
affect the breeding and foraging behavior of animals both on antheofbroject site. Indirect
impacts can affect vegetation communities or their potential use byigeasitmals, both on the
project site and offsite. Permanent impacts may result éversible damage on biological
resources. Temporary impacts are interim changes in takdogironment due to construction
that would not extend beyond project-associated construction.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Apper@jdefine “significant
effect on the environment” as a “substantial or potentially substaadiverse change in the
environment.” The CEQA Guidelines further indicate that therg beaa significant effect on
biological resources if the project will:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or throulgitelhanodifications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special sfzuges in local or regional
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Departmehktsbf and Game or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitaith@r sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and reguia or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetandsfined by Section
404 of he Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vgroal, coastal,
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native residemhigratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native resident or atayy wildlife corridors, or
impede the use if native wildlife nursery sites.
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e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biolabresources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plariurda
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, te& bibitat
conservation plan.

3!!
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Prior to performing the field surveys, existing documentation reletatiie project areas was
reviewed. The most recent records of the California NaturadrBity Database (CNDDB 2004)
were reviewed for the quadrangles containing and surrounding thetsidge(Pasadena, Mount
Wilson, Azusa, Baldwin Park, La Habra, Whittier, South Gate, U8GSninute quadrangles).
The database contains the records of reported occurrences of-fedastate-listed or proposed
endangered or threatened species, Federal Species of Concef),(lE20fornia Species of
Special Concern (CSC), or otherwise sensitive species or hidaitanay occur within or in the
immediate vicinity of the project area. Lists of sensitiviielMe and plant species potentially
occurring in the project area were developed from this source.

Biological surveys were conducted on March 2 and 24, 2005, by Kevin MartirKend
McDonald of URS to identify vegetation communities and the distributioelafive abundance
of general and sensitive wildlife resources on the property. Aegubst biological survey was
conducted on November 30 2005, by Ken McDonald in the potential disturbaacefdNorth
Entry Road and the Administration and Justice Facility accesk rBahabitat assessment was
also performed in these areas to determine the relative qoiafiytential of the habitat types to
support sensitive plant and wildlife species.

The surveys were conducted by walking the property and recording plad wildlife
observations on field data sheets. Plant communities on the promedyidentified, mapped,
and qualitatively and quantitatively described. Biological resoucceghe property were
inventoried and the potential for the presence of sensitive ghahivildlife species and sensitive
habitats was assessed; focusing on those species listed ssnéfdlear endangered by the state
and federal agencies. Notes were made of the general vegdyges, species observed, and
the potential for plant and wildlife habitat on the property.
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A botanical survey was conducted to identify and map vegetation comesulutated on the
property and to determine the presence or potential presence ofveepknt species and
habitat. The vegetation was surveyed by walking through é#uetation communities and
recording all plant species observed. A complete plant spestiesilnicluded in Table 3.3.1.2-1.
Plants of uncertain identity were collected and subsequently i@entfom floral keys. Site
photos are included in Figure 3.5.

During the field surveys, all habitat types were visited dentify dominant species and to
classify each vegetation type according to the CaliforniaivBlaPlant Society’s (CNPS)
nomenclature, or other systems as applicable.

3" #

The potential for occurrence of special status plants was ésdltlrough a literature review
and visit to the property. Sensitive plant species include altdedend state-listed, proposed
endangered and threatened, and CNPS listed species. All hgtesabn the project site and in
the adjacent channels were surveyed on foot, and the potential fal-spetus plants to occur
onsite was evaluated. No focused surveys for sensitive plants were conducted.

3333 .04

During the surveys, the distribution and relative abundance of gesredakensitive wildlife
resources within the project area was evaluated. A hastmssment was also performed to
determine the relative quality or value of the habitat typesippat sensitive wildlife species.
Additional focused surveys and recommendations for the site ard basthe findings of the
biological surveys. Additionally, a mature oak tree was assessed for potntiation.

All wildlife and wildlife sign observed and detected, includingcks, fecal material, carcasses,
burrows, nests, excavations, and vocalizations were recorded. Allfavibbservations we
recorded on field data sheets and are listed in Table 3.3.1.24ditatdavere assessed for their
potential to support sensitive wildlife species. Avian surveys cordiuntéhe project area
consisted of walking through the area and identifying and documentthgb&d species either
by observation or vocalization. Certain types of sounds (i.e., “pishingf® used to draw birds
into range of sight. Surveys to detect the presence of mamuoh&estrial reptile species were
also conducted throughout the project area. The purpose was to etizeabie distribution and
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relative abundance of reptiles and mammals, potential food and reatairces, and suitable
habitat within the project area.

3334 .7

The potential for the presence of listed or sensitive wildlfecges on the property was
determined from a literature review of the CNDDB and other inmrt biological
documentation. In addition, the wildlife biologist used expertise to guheesite to determine
if habitat on the site could support these sensitive speciesst Af Isensitive wildlife species
potentially occurring in the project are was developed based ofintiegs of the database
search and the site visit. Based on this information, a “potdotiaccurrence” ranking was
assigned to each listed or sensitive species that could pdjeoti@lir on site. Sensitive wildlife
species include all federal and state and proposed endangerédeateined species, FSOC and
CSC species.

3335 & T

The analysis of wildlife movement corridors associated with tbgegr site and its immediate
vicinity is based on information compiled from the literature, inpoimf wildlife agency
personnel, analysis of the aerial photograph and topographic map, anddgestations made
in the field during survey work. The relationship of the projecttsitarge open space areas in
the immediate vicinity were also evaluated in terms of conngctand habitat linkages.
Relative to corridor issues, the discussions in this assessrddresa wildlife movement
associated with the project site and immediate vicinity.

3336 %# $4 0% $ 4 %

Those impacts determined to be less than significant for the gebposject include impacts to
biological resources that are relatively common or exist idegraded or disturbed state,
rendering them less valuable as habitat, or impacts that do nbioomeeceed the significance
thresholds defined above. The potential impacts of the proposed projesetkafound to be
insignificant are summarized below.

$ 7" 3" # & (

Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct rdnudvaon-sensitive
communities including approximately 4.86 acres of disturbed/developediégedsareas and
2.25 acres of disturbed costal sage scrub. Due to the existingleleégnad disturbed condition
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of the project site, the removal of these non-sensitive plant communities on the jpjsoutd
not be considered a significant impact.

$ 7" 3" # 3"

Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direcbvalhof many native and

non-native, common plant species on the project site. In many ptaess, species consist
mainly of non-native, ornamental, and weedy species. Somelaeas higher percentage of
native plants. These common plant species on the project siteiloéage numbers throughout
the region. As these plant species are not sensitive, theovaérwould not represent a
significant effect. Therefore, with implementation of the proposepk@r, no significant impact

on common plant species would occur.

$ 73" .7

The determination of the effect on wildlife is generally agged with the degree of habitat loss
form the standpoint of physical character, quality, diversity, dmgh@ance of vegetation.
Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct r@nodvexisting marginal
wildlife habitat and the potential mortality of common wildlgpecies existing on the proposed
project site. Additionally, indirect effects would include incezhdiuman activity, increased
ambient noise, higher nighttime light levels, and increased threat of road kiffiy.

Due to the existing developed and disturbed condition and human actiakieg place on the
project site, limited wildlife species were observed. Alldifié observed were common species.
Elimination or disruption of habitat for common wildlife species onghagect site would not
represent a significant effect either locally or regionallyrerefore, with implementation of this
project, no significant impact on common wildlife species would occur.

Two sensitive wildlife species potentially occur in the vitgiraf the project site. None of these
wildlife species were observed on the project site and would notpgeeted to occur due to lack
of suitable habitat. Therefore, with implementation of the proposegqgbr no significant
impact on sensitive wildlife would occur.

$ 7" 3" . 7T %

Roadways, development and human activities bound the project site. |Bedseaping along
the boundaries of the project site may provide limited movementows for incidental wildlife
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movement. This project does not propose activities or constructionithdisaonnect linkages
of vegetation. It is not expected that continuity will be reduced getagion that is currently
providing limited wildlife movement within the project site. THere, no significant impacts
would occur.
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The following is a discussion of impacts to biological resouitashave the potential to exceed
the significance thresholds defined above.

# 7" 3"

Implementation of the proposed project will result in the removalredst and ornamental
landscaped vegetation along the perimeter and within the centiee pfoject site. Although
there are no raptor nests currently on-site, there is a potfamtihis vegetation to support nests
for raptor species. The removal of such vegetation has the pbtentesult in a significant
impact during breeding season. Consistent with the MigratoryBadty Act, incorporation of
the mitigation measure provided in Section 3.3.4, Mitigation Measoe&sy, would reduce this
potentially significant impact to a less than significant level.

3338 % $5 %# $ ) 3 #8",

Per the provisions of CEQA, actions that have impacts, whichindreidually limited, but
cumulatively considerable, may be considered significant.

Cumulative impacts related to biological resources are giyemnalyzed in terms of the
regional loss of habitat for plant and wildlife species. The prgge is located within an
urbanized area with potentially low to moderate value with regardsgional and local wildlife
movement. The project site is located west, south, and east stlaaéaetain a large amount of
natural open space. The SEAs within this area (SEAs 42, 43, and@é4)nchabitat for a
variety of species. Due to the disturbed and developed condition on tbet sitg, the physical
barriers to the north, south, and west, and the adjacent urbanized developaddings, the
project site contributes little to regional value related todioga habitat and other resources for
wildlife species. The mosaic of the vegetation communities on thjecprsite and in the
immediately adjoining areas constitutes an impaired ecosystealimited number of wildlife
species. In addition, the project site does not provide suitable h&ditaénsitive plant or
animal species. Therefore, the implementation of the proposed paojelct not contribute to a
significant impact of biological resources.
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Implementation of the proposed project in this area would result iditbet removal of both
native and non-native vegetation communities. Approximately 1.7 acres of nativatioegand

1.9 acres of disturbed/ornamental and developed areas in Area | Weuldemoved.

Approximately 1.1 acres of native vegetation and 3.0 acres of distunb@ahental and
developed areas in Area Il will be removed. The total acreagerdar| and Il is approximately
2.8 acres of native vegetation and 4.8 acres of disturbed/ornamental &emoval of native
vegetation communities on the project site would not be considered &caimgnimpact with

mitigation. Removal of any disturbed or ornamental portions of thegtrsite would not be
considered a significant impact.

Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direcbvalof many native and
non-native, common plant species on the project site. In some ,ptlhess species consisted
mostly of non-native, ornamental, and weedy species, while in othas ¢here were a higher
percentage of native plants. These common plant species on the pitgeaccur in large
numbers throughout the region. As these plant species are ntiveettseir removal would not
represent a significant effect. Therefore, no significant itnpaccommon plant species would
occur with implementation of the proposed project.

Twenty-four sensitive plant species have the potential to ondieivicinity of the project site.
Five of these species are listed as federal or statiangered, threatened, rare, or proposed
endangered or threatened. The remaining 19 spa@dssted as sensitive. Of the five federal or
state listed species, only two species could patBnbccur in the Project area based on habitat
conditions. Of the other 19 sensitive species, semal potentially occur in the Project area based
on habitat conditions. No federal or state endatjehreatened, rare, or proposed endangered or
threatened plant species was observed during tiweyswalthough the survey was not conducted
during the appropriate species blooming periodens@uction activities could potentially impact
sensitive plant species with implementation of the proposed project.

Thirty listed or sensitive plant species are reported as aegwthin the general vicinity of the
Project area. Fifteen of these species are listéedasal or state endangered, threatened, rare, or
proposed endangered or threatened. The remaibirgpdcies are listed as sensitive. Of the 15
federal or state listed species, only five spectegd potentially occur in the Project area based o
habitat conditions. Of the other 15 sensitive g®eeight could potentially occur in the Project
area based on habitat conditions. No federal aie stndangered, threatened, rare, or proposed
endangered or threatened plant species was obsew@ty the survey. No plant species
considered sensitive was observed during the survey
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Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct renobwvatisting wildlife
habitat and the potential mortality of common wildlife speciest&g on the proposed project
site.

Due to the existing developed and disturbed condition and human actiakieg place on the
project site, limited wildlife species were observed. Alldlié species observed were common.
Elimination or disruption of habitat for common wildlife species onghagect site would not
represent a significant effect either locally or regionalljherefore, no significant impact on
common wildlife species would occur with implementation of this project.

Two sensitive wildlife species potentially occur in the vigiraf the project site. None of these
wildlife species were observed on the project site and would notpgeeted to occur due to lack
of suitable habitat. Therefore, no significant impact on sensmiaife would occur with
implementation of the proposed project.
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Incorporation of the following mitigation measures would reduce thenfiat impact to nesting
birds and raptors, natural plant communities, and oak tree removal, on the project site.

1. Prior to grading for any subsequent project, a qualified ornitholslyédt conduct
and submit a migratory nesting bird and raptor survey report to théel&ido
College if construction will occur during the breeding season ¢M#&r August)
of native birds. Since raptors can nest at various times ofgae raptor nest
surveys will be conducted prior to construction throughout the year.sUivey
shall occur not more than one week prior to initiation of construcitinitzes
and any occupied nests of native birds, including both passerines and, raptors
occurring within or adjacent to the construction zone shall be dedohday
flagging. Flagging shall be placed to maintain a minimum bufb@ezof 250
foot for non-raptor nests and 500 feet for raptor nests, between cadostruct
activities and active nests. Once nesting has been detdrnbinecease,
construction activities may resume.

2. Prior to construction of any subsequent project in natural resouges af the
College, focused sensitive plant surveys shall be conducted doeiragpropriate
blooming periods for the species with a potential for occurreritesensitive
plants are located on the site, actions shall be taken to avassenl disturbance,
or mitigation shall be implemented if take is otherwise unavoidadblgpecial
status species are encountered, a project-specific mitigation gblah be
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developed to address construction-related special status spep@stsm The
mitigation plan shall emphasize avoidance and minimization of impaqitant
populations.

. Native habitat in natural resource areas disturbed by constrgtiainoe restored
in place to match surrounding habitat where possible, and mitigateaél not
possible to offset any potential net loss of habitat. A noxiousl wesnagement
plan shall be implemented during construction within these areas.

. Roots of native trees adjacent to construction areas, particolakly, will be
avoided by not parking, staging, or excavating under tree canopies.

. Prior to removal of oak trees for any subsequent project in CouhtysoAngeles
jurisdiction, an oak tree permit shall be secured if required by @@dinance
22.56.2180.

. Prior to undertaking any unanticipated construction activity withiisgictional
drainages on the project site, consistent with standard requirertentsliowing
permits and agreements shall be secured as applicable: RWQCHBermit,
CDFG 1603 Agreement, and a Corps 404 Permit.

. The following construction best management practices (BMPs) diea
implemented:

a) In natural resource areas, construction limits shall be fenced or flagged t
avoid disturbing preserved and sensitive habitats;

b) Construction vehicles shall be driven only on existing roads outside of
construction limits;

c) Construction activities shall avoid water resources (including dry creeks or
cement-lined channels) and associated vegetation whenever possible;

d)

+ 7

Implementation
significant levels.

Run-off from construction activities will be controlled in compliance with the
storm water prevention plan including measures such as certified weed-free
straw bales and silt fencing to control erosion;

"7 %

of the proposed mitigation measures would reduce impadisss than
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