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State of California Fish and Game Code, Section 1603 This provision of the State Fish and 
Game Code requires that a project proponent notify CDFG of any proposed alternation to 
streambeds.  Its intent is to protect streambed habitats important to fish and wildlife.  In the 
course of this notification process, CDFG may then place conditions on the Section 1603 
clearance to address the potentially significant adverse impacts within the CDFG jurisdictional 
limits.   

Federal Clean Water Act, Section 404 In similar fashion, this provision, as regulated by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, requires a permit for any filling or dredging within “Waters of 
the United States.”  The project site contains a small drainage between North Road and Police 
Academy Road.  No construction activities are identified for this area.  Should future project 
activities be planned that may affect the drainage, the permit review process entails an 
assessment of potential adverse impacts to wetlands and streambed habitats.  In response to a 
permit application, the Corps would require conditions mitigating impacts to the drainage.  
Where a federally-listed species may be affected, a Section 7 consultation with the USFWS 
under the Federal Endangered Species Act would be required. 

Significant Ecological Area Significant Ecological Area (SEA) 43 lies near the east boundary 
of the project area. Any development within the SEA would be subject to a Biological 
Constraints Analysis and review by the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Board.  If the 
project encroached into the SEA 43, the Significant Ecological Area Technical Advisory 
Committee (SEATAC) would review the proposed project and potential impacts to the SEA.  
Approval, mitigation, project alternations, or a combination of the three would be recommended 
by the SEATAC.  Application of a conditional use permit may be required if any construction 
activities are proposed within the SEA boundary.  There is no buffer area around SEA 43.  
Protection of significant ecological resources exists only within the boundary of the SEA. No 
project activity is planned within SEA 43. 

 
Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance Activities pertaining to the removal of oaks trees 
within County of Los Angeles jurisdiction would be subject to permitting ordinances codified by 
the County of Los Angeles and would be reviewed by the County Planning Director.  
Application of a conditional use permit would be required for any activity involving removing or 
relocating heritage oak trees, as defined in Section 22.56.2060 of the County ordinance.  An oak 
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resource report would be reviewed by the county forester and fire warden for accuracy, with the 
oak resource value calculated according to the International Society of Arborculture’s “Guide to 
Establishing Values for Trees and Shrubs”.   
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The project area consists of developed and disturbed lands, and native vegetation communities, 
located on campus of Rio Hondo Community College.  It is bounded on the east by California 
Edison easement, on the north by Workman Mill Road, and on the west and south by Rose Hills 
Memorial Park.  Local access to the project site is provided via paved streets off of Workman 
Mills Road. 

Land uses in proximity to the project sited include warehousing and light industrial buildings to 
the north, Rose Hill Memorial Park, and Mill Elementary School located to the west and south, 
and Rio Hondo Wildlife Sanctuary /Significant Ecological Area 43 (SEA 43) to the east. The 
SEA 43 was designated because it is currently used as a wildlife sanctuary by faculty and 
students at Rio Hondo College. The boundaries for the Rio Hondo Wildlife Sanctuary SEA 43 
are being slightly revised and renamed as Rio Hondo Wildlife Sanctuary SEA 19. Boundaries to 
all SEAs will be confirmed and finalized during the Los Angeles County General Plan update 
process in 2006. Because these boundary changes and name changes have not been finalized at 
the time of the writing of this document, the Rio Hondo Wildlife Sanctuary will be referred to as 
SEA 43 throughout the remainder of this document. The area possesses good examples of the 
riparian woodland, chaparral, oak woodland, and coastal sage scrub communities found in the 
west end of the Puente Hills. Its proximity to the Rio Hondo College campus makes it a highly 
valuable educational and resource facility.1   

The project site has been heavily disturbed by past uses consisting of the development of 
buildings, parking lots, and athletic fields.  Vegetation communities consist of ornamental trees 
and shrubs, with some isolated patches of disturbed native vegetation.  Around the perimeter of 
the project site, disturbed natural areas exhibit increased densities of exotic species, such as tree 
tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), and castor bean (Ricinus communis). 

The topography of the project site ranges in elevation from approximately 231 feet to 
approximately 549 feet above mean sea level (msl), generally sloping to the northwest toward 
Workman Mill Road.  

                                                 
1 County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning, March 2004. Significant Ecological Area #43 
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The potential disturbance area consists of approximately 7.6 acres of natural, disturbed, and 
developed lands located on the northeastern portion of the Rio Hondo Community College 
campus.  It is bounded on the west by Workman Mill Road and on the south by Police Academy 
Road.  Local access to the project site is provided via paved streets off of Workman Mills Road. 

The project site has been disturbed by past uses consisting of the development of buildings, 
parking lots, athletic fields, and the presence of invasive non-native vegetation.  Vegetation 
communities consist of native vegetation, often disturbed, ornamental trees and shrubs, with 
patches of ruderal vegetation within and immediately adjacent to the project boundaries.  The 
natural areas adjacent to the project boundaries exhibit varying densities of non-native plant 
species, such as tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), poison hemlock (Conium maculatum), and 
black mustard (Brassica nigra).  Figure 3.3.1-1, North Entry Road Disturbance Area, illustrates 
the limits of disturbance for the proposed project. 
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Natural community names and hierarchical structure follows the CDFG List of California 
Terrestrial Natural Communities Recognized by the Natural Diversity Data Base.  A brief 
summary of each natural community is discussed below.  Natural community descriptions are 
based on URS findings, Brenzel, Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995), and Holland (1986), as 
appropriate.  In addition, a description of the locations on the project site and the variations of 
the community are discussed.  The locations of the plant communities for the general campus are 
indicated in Figure 3.3.1.1-1, Rio Hondo Campus General Vegetation Map.  The locations of the 
plant communities on the North Entry Road area and their relationship to the Rio Hondo College 
property line and the approximate proposed SEA 19 boundary are indicated in Figure 3.3.1.1-2, 
North Entry Road Vegetation Map With SEA.  The numbered photo locations and viewing 
direction in Figure 3.3.1.1-2 correspond with the photographs in Figure 3.3.1.1-3 North Entry 
Road Area Site Photography, which depict the general characteristics of the site. 

Table 3.3.1.1-1 provides a summary of the vegetation communities that occur on the potential 
disturbance area and their respective acreage. 
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Insert Figure 3.3.1-1 

North Entry Road Disturbance Area 
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Insert Figure 3.3.1.1-1 

General Vegetation Map 
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Insert Figure 3.3.1.1-2 

North Entry Road Vegetation Map with SEA 
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Figure 3.3.1.1-3: 

North Entry Road Area Site Photographs 

 

 

  
Photograph: 1 
 
Photo Date: September 30, 2005 
 
Location: Within Police Academy 

compound, northeastern area of 
the project site. 

 
Direction:  Facing southwest. 
 
Comment: Showing coastal sage scrub, 

disturbed/non-native vegetation 
areas, and developed area. 

 

 

  
Photograph: 2 
 
Photo Date: September 30, 2005 
 
Location: North of the Police Academy 

compound. 
 
Direction:  Facing west. 
 
Comment: Showing disturbed/non-native 

vegetation areas, oak woodland, 
and developed areas immediately 
adjacent to the project site. 

 

 

  
Photograph:  3 
 
Photo Date: September 30, 2005 
 
Location: North of lower parking lot. 
 
Direction:  Facing southwest. 
 
Comment: Showing coastal sage scrub, 

disturbed/non-native 
vegetation areas, and oak 
woodland. 



 

Draft Master Environmental Impact Report  
Rio Hondo College Master Plan  

 

 

   3.3-8 

Figure 3.3.1.1-3 Continued 

 

 

  
Photograph:  4 
 
Photo Date: September 30, 2005 
 
Location: Northeastern portion of the 
lower parking lot. 
 
Direction: Facing south 
 
Comment: Showing developed areas and 
coastal sage scrub. 

 

 

  
Photograph:  5 
 
Photo Date: September 30, 2005 
 
Location: Southwestern edge of the 
project site, just west of the lower parking 
area. 
 
Direction: Facing northeast. 
 
Comment: Showing coastal sage scrub, 
disturbed/non-native vegetation areas, and oak 
woodland. 

 

 

  
Photograph:  6 
 
Photo Date: September 30, 2005 
 
Location: Southwestern portion of the 
project site. 
 
Direction: Facing northeast. 
 
Comment: Showing developed areas, 
disturbed/non-native vegetation, coastal sage 
scrub, and oak woodland. 
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Table 3.3.1.1-1 – Vegetation Community Acres 

Vegetation Community Acres 
Coastal Sage Scrub 2.25 
Oak Woodland 0.53 
Ornamental Landscaping 0.08 
Disturbed 2.84 
Developed 1.94 
Total 7.64 
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Coastal sage scrub occurs within the SEA bordering the project areas to the east.  This disturbed 

community was characterized native sage scrub species, with a high percentage of non-native 

plant species.  Native species included California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), California 

encelia (Encelia californica), white sage (Saliva apiana), and black sage (Salvia mellifera), 

California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), coyote bush (Baccharis pilularis), coast 

goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii), and golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum). On north-

facing slopes, lemonadeberry (Rhus integrifolia), and other chaparral plants were observed, such 

as toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), prickly-pear cactus (Opuntia littoralis) and laurel sumac. The 

areas that express coastal sage scrub community characteristics have been cleared and disturbed 

by past disturbances such as grading and transition line construction.  This site provides marginal 

habitat for sensitive species. 
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Coast live oak woodland consists of coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) as the dominant species, 

usually with a poorly developed herbaceous understory.  These tall trees form an open to 

continuous canopy and occasionally have a grassy understory, usually of brome species (Bromus 

sp.)  They often occur along the outer floodplains along perennial streams (Holland 1986).  Oak 

woodland occurred along the northwestern boundary of the project area.  Stands of mature trees 

with shrub understories provide nesting opportunities for raptor and other bird species, as well as 

wildlife movement corridors. 
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Disturbed areas on the project site are mostly devoid of vegetation as a result of past use of the 
project site for easements or staging areas for maintenance activities for Rio Hondo Campus.  
There are small amounts of vegetation beginning to re-establish.  These species are 
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predominantly non-native, weedy species adapted to frequent disturbance.  The species observed 
in the disturbed areas include black mustard (Brassica nigra), fennel, tree tobacco, and castor 
bean. 
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Developed and ornamental landscaping areas include agricultural use areas, ornamental 
landscaping, and structures.  Developed and ornamental landscaping occupied the majority of the 
project area.  All perimeter areas, areas adjacent to roads, and space not occupied by parking lots 
of buildings have been landscaped.  Some mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia) and sage species 
(Salvia sp.) have been used for landscaping purposes.  These areas were not identified as 
sensitive, and do not provide habitat for sensitive species.  Species in this vegetation type 
included pine (Pinus sp.), acacia (Acacia spp.), ash (Fraxinus sp.), and cotoneaster (Cotoneaster 
lacteus), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus spp.), and California privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium).  These 
species have grown large, with extensive canopies, and have developed an understory in some 
areas.  Stands of mature trees with shrub understories provide nesting opportunities for raptor 
and other bird species, as well as wildlife movement corridors. 
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The plant communities discussed above are composed of numerous plant species.  These plant 

species observations were completed during the field visit to the project site.  Plant species 

observed within the project site are indicated in Table 3.3.1.2-1, Plant and Wildlife Species Rio 

Hondo Master Plan Project Area.  Sensitive plant species potentially occurring on the project 

site are discussed in the Sensitive Resources subsection of this document. 

3.3.1.3 .��0��4�
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While a few wildlife species are entirely dependent on a single vegetation community, the 
mosaic of the vegetation communities that do exist on the project site and within the adjoining 
areas constitutes a functional ecosystem for a variety of wildlife species.  However, the plant 
communities found on the project site only provide for some local foraging and marginal wildlife 
habitat.  The following discussion summarizes wildlife populations, segregated by taxonomic 
group, either observed or expected to occur on the project site.  Wildlife species expected to 
occur in the vicinity of the project site are indicated in Table 3.3.1.2-1.  Sensitive wildlife species 
potentially occurring within the area including the project site are discussed in the Sensitive 



 

Draft Master Environmental Impact Report  
Rio Hondo College Master Plan  

 

 

   3.3-11 

Resources subsection of this document.  It should be noted that no sensitive species were 
observed on the project site during the field survey. 

Table 3.3.1.2-1 Plant and Wildlife Species Rio Hondo Master Plan Project Area 

FLORA  
 

GYMNOSPERMS (CONIFERS) 
 
CUPRESSACEAE – Cypress Family 
Cupressus arizonica* – Smooth Arizona Cypress 
Cupressus sempervirens – Italian cypress 
Juniperus sp. - juniper 
 
PINACEAE – Pine Family 
Pinus sp.* – ornamental pine 
 

ANGIOSPERMS (FLOWERING PLANTS) 
 

MONOCOTYLEDONEAE  
 
ARECACEAE – Palm Family 
Washingtonia sp. – fan palm 
 
LILIACEAE  – Lily Family 
Agave sp. - agave 
Yucca whipplei ssp. whipplei – our lord’s candle 
 
POACEAE - Grass Family 
Arundo donax* – giant reed 
Avena barbata* - slender wild oat 
Avena fatua – wild oat  
Bromus diandrus* – ripgut brome 
B. madritensis ssp. rubens* - foxtail chess 
Hordeum murinum* – glaucous foxtail barley 
Leymus condensatus – giant wild rye 
Pennisetum setaceum* – African fountain grass 
Vulpia myuros* - fescue 
 

DICOTYLEDONEAE  
 
ANACARDIACEAE – Sumac Family 
Malosma laurina – laurel sumac 
Rhus integrifolia - lemonadeberry 
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                            Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued 
Rhus ovata – sugarbush 
Schinus molle* - Peruvian pepper tree 
Schinus terebinthifolius* - Brazilian pepper tree 
Toxicodendron diversilobum – poison oak  
 
APIACEAE  – Carrot Family 
Conium maculatum* - poison hemlock 
Foeniculum vulgare* - fennel 
Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued 
 
APOCYNACEAE  – Dogbane Family 
Nerium oleander* - oleander 
 
ARALIACEAE  – Ginseng Family 
Hedera helix* - English ivy 
 
ASTERACEAE - Sunflower Family 
Anthemis cotula - mayweed 
Artemisia californica – California sagebrush  
Artemisia douglasiana – mugwort 
Baccharis pilularis – coyote brush 
Baccharis salicifolia – mule fat  
Baccharis sarothroides – broom baccharis 
Brickellia californica   
Carduus pycnocephalus* - Italian thistle 
Centaurea melitensis* – tocalote 
Cirsium occidentale var. californicum – California thistle 
Cirsium vulgare* – bull thistle 
Encelia californica – California bush sunflower 
Gnaphalium sp. - cudweed 
Helianthus annuus – hairy-leaved sunflower 
Heterotheca grandiflora – telegraph weed 
Hypochaeris glabra* – smooth cat’s ear 
Lepidospartum squamatum – scale broom  
Silybum marianum* – milk thistle 
Sonchus asper – prickly sow thistle 
Sonchus oleraceus* - common sow thistle 
Xanthium strumarium - cocklebur 
 
BRASSICACEAE - Mustard Family 
Brassica nigra* – black mustard 
Hirschfeldia incana* – short-pod mustard 
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                              Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued 
CACTACEAE  – Cactus Family 
Opuntia ficus-indica – Indian fig 
Opuntia littoralis – coastal prickly pear 
 
CAPRIFOLIACEAE – Honeysuckle Family 
Lonicera sp*. - honeysuckle 
Sambucus mexicana – Mexican elderberry  
 
CHENOPODIACEA  – Goosefoot Family 
Salsola tragus* - Russian thistle 
 
CUCURBITACEAE  – Gourd Family 
Marah macrocarpus – cucumber vine 
 
EUPHORBIACEAE  – Spurge Family 
Chamaesyce maculata* - spotted spurge 
Euphorbia sp. – spurge 
Ricinus communis* – castor-bean 
 
FABACEAE - Pea Family 
Lotus scoparius – deerweed 
Lupinus sp. - lupine 
Medicago polymorpha*  
Melilotus indica* - sour clover  
Trifolium sp. – clover 
Vicia sativa – spring vetch 
 
FAGACEAE – Oak Family 
Quercus agrifolia – coast live oak  
 
GERANIACEA – Geranium Family 
Erodium botrys*– long-beaked Filaree 
Erodium cicutarium* – Red-stem Filaree 
 
GROSSULARIACEAE – Gooseberry Family 
Ribes aureum – golden currant 
Ribes speciosum – Fuchsia-flowered Gooseberry 
 
HIPPOCASTANACEAE – Buckeye Family 
Aesculus californica – California buckeye 
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                         Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued 
HYDROPHYLLACEAE  – Waterleaf Family 
Phacelia sp.- phacelia 
 
JUGLANDACEAE  – Walnut Family 
Juglans californica – California walnut 
 
LAMIACEAE  - Mint Family 
Marrubium vulgare* – horehound  
Salvia mellifera – black sage 
Salvia apiana – white sage 
Salvia columbariae – chia 
 
MALVACEAE – Mallow Family 
Malacothamnus fasciculatus – bush mallow 
Malva parviflora* - cheeseweed 
Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued 
 
MYRTACEA – Myrtle Family 
Callistemon sp.* - bottlebrush tree 
Eucalyptus sp.* - eucalyptus 
 
OLEACEAE  – Olive family 
Fraxinus sp. – ash 
Ligustrum sp.* - privet 
Olea europa *– European olive 
 
POLYGONACEAE – Buckwheat Family 
Eriogonum fasciculatum var. fasciculatum – flat-top buckwheat 
 
PRIMULACEAE  – Primrose Family 
Anagallis arvensis* - scarlet pimpernel 
 
RHAMNACEAE – Buckthorn Family 
Rhamnus crocea – spiny redberry 
Rhamnus ilicifolia – holly-leaf redberry 
 
ROSACEAE - Rose Family 
Cercocarpus betuloides – birch leaf mountain mahogany 
Heteromeles arbutifolia – toyon 
Prunus ilicifolia – holly-leaved cherry 
 
RUBIACEA  – Madder Family 
Galium sp. - bedstraw 
 
SALICACEAE  – Willow Family 
Salix gooddingii – black willow 
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                                          Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued 
 
SCROPHULARIACEAE  – Figwort Family 
Keckiella cordifolia 
 
Mimulus aurantiacus – bush monkeyflower 
 
SOLANACEAE  – Nightshade Family 
Datura wrightii - jimsonweed  
Nicotiana glauca* – tree tobacco 
Solanum douglasii – Douglas’ nighshade 
Solanum nigrum – black nightshade 
 
URTICACEAE  – Nettle Family 
Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea – giant creek nettle 
Urtica urens* - dwarf nettle 
 
VERBENACEAE  – Vervain family 
Lantana  montevidensis* - lantana 
 
*indicates non-native species. 
 
 

FAUNA  
 
Scientific Name     Common Name 
 

MAMMALS  
 
Canis latrans      Coyote (scats and tracks) 

Odocoileus hemionus      Mule Deer (scats and tracks) 
 
BIRDS 
 

Zenaida macroura     Morning Dove 
Corvus brachyrhynchos    American Crow 
Corvus corax      Common Raven 
Buteo jamaicensis     Red-tailed Hawk 
Buteo lineatus      Red-shouldered Hawk 
Cathartes aura     Turkey Vulture 
Pipilo maculatus     Spotted Towhee 
Pipilo crissalis     California Towhee 
Carpodacus mexicanus    House Finch 
Sayornis nigricans     Black Phoebe 
Calypte anna      Anna’s Hummingbird 
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                                           Table 3.3.1.2-1 Continued 
Aphelocoma californica     Western Scrub Jay 
Dendroica coronata     Yellow-rumped Warbler 
 
 
Dendroica petechia     Yellow Warbler 
Vermivora celata     Orange-crowned Warbler 
Baeolophus inornatus     Oak Titmouse 
Psaltriparus minimus     Bushtit 
Chamaea fasciata     Wrentit 
 
REPTILES  
 
Sceloporus occidentalis    Western Fence Lizard 
Uta stansburiana      Side-blotched Lizard 

�������(���� 


 
No focused surveys for common invertebrates were performed.  No butterfly species were 
observed during the field survey. 
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The potential presence of amphibians varies greatly between habitats within the project site.  
Terrestrial species may or may not require standing water for reproduction.  Terrestrial species 
avoid desiccation by burrowing underground; within crevices in trees, rocks, and logs; and under 
stones and surface litter during the day and dry seasons.  Due to their secretive nature, terrestrial 
amphibians are rarely observed, but may be quite abundant if conditions are favorable.  Aquatic 
amphibians are dependent on standing or flowing water for reproduction.  Such habitats include 
fresh water marshes and open water (reservoirs, permanent and temporary pools and ponds, and 
perennial streams).  The project site has the potential to support a variety of amphibians in the 
channel adjacent to North and Police Academy roads.  Focused amphibian surveys were not 
conducted; however brief searches were conducted during surveys.  As a result, no amphibians 
were observed during site visits.  Common amphibian species potentially present onsite are listed 
in Table 3.3.1.2-1. 
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Reptilian diversity and abundance varies with habitat type and character.  Although some species 
prefer only one or two plant communities, most will forage in a variety of communities.  A 
number of reptile species prefer open habitats that allow free movement and high visibility.  
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Most species occurring in open habitats rely on the presence of small mammal burrows for cover 
and escape from predators and extreme weather.  Very little open habitats exist on the project 
site.  Most on-site vegetations communities produce leaf litter that covers the ground.  Litter 
provides cover for reptiles while foraging and creates a difficulty for reptile identification during 
surveys.  Often time reptiles are heard and not seen.  Reptile species observed or potentially 
occurring on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1. The only reptiles observed onsite was 
the side blotch lizard (Uta stansburiana) and western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis). 

���� 


 
Upland Birds:  Some of the vegetation reestablishing in the disturbed areas and some areas of 
the ornamental landscaping provide limited foraging and cover habitat for year-round residents, 
seasonal residents, and migrating song birds.  In addition, there is seasonally available water 
onsite within the drainage channels.  The overall condition of the plant communities is mainly 
ornamental landscape.  Representative, common upland species observed onsite include 
American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anne), Black phoebe 
(Sayornis nigricans), and Song sparrow (Melospiza melodia).  Upland avian species observed or 
expected to occur on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1. 

Raptors: Some of the habitat within the project site could have the potential to provide foraging 
opportunities and breeding areas for raptors.  Threes found along the perimeter of the project site 
and throughout the campus have the potential to provide suitable perches for foraging over the 
open areas and scrub communities.  These areas provide habitat for small birds and mammals 
resulting in a potentially large prey population on the project site.  The only raptor species 
observed onsite included the Red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis). Raptor species observed or 
potentially occurring on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1 of this document.  

%����� 


 
The areas that are reestablishing in the disturbed areas and the landscaped areas on the project 
site have the potential to support a limited number of mammal species.  During field surveys, 
mammal species were either directly observed or their presence was deduced by diagnostic signs 
(tracks, scat, burrows, etc.).  Mammal species observed onsite include the cottontail rabbit 
(Sylvilagus audubonii) and ground squirrel (Spermohilus beecheyi).  Mammals observed or 
potentially occurring on the project site are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1 of this document. 

 



 

Draft Master Environmental Impact Report  
Rio Hondo College Master Plan  

 

 

   3.3-18 

3.3.1.4 .��0��4�
%�5�%��$


 
�������6


 
Wildlife corridors link together areas of suitable habitat that are otherwise separated by rugged 
terrain, changes in vegetation, or human disturbance.  The fragmentation of open space areas by 
urbanization creates isolated “islands” of wildlife habitat.  In the absence of habitat linkages that 
allow movement to adjoining open space areas, studies have concluded that some wildlife 
species, especially the large and more mobile mammals, will not likely persist over time in 
fragmented or isolated habitat areas because they prohibit the infusion of new individuals and 
genetic material.  Corridors effectively act as links between different populations of a species.  A 
group of smaller populations linked together via a system of corridors is termed a 
“metapopulation.”  The long-term health of each smaller population within the metapopulation is 
dependent upon its size and the frequency of interchange of individuals (immigration and 
emigration).  The smaller the population, the more important immigration becomes, because 
prolonged inbreeding with the same individuals can reduce genetic variability that is crucial for 
long term survival.  Immigrant individuals that move into the smaller population from adjoining 
populations mate with individuals and supply that population with new genes and gene 
combinations that increase overall genetic diversity and success.  An increase in a population’s 
genetic variability is generally associated with an increase in a population’s health. 

Corridors mitigate the effects of habitat fragmentation by:  (1) allowing animals to move 
between remaining habitats, which allows depleted populations to be replenished and promotes 
genetic diversity;  (2) provides escape routes from fire, predators, and human disturbances, thus 
reducing the risk that catastrophic events (such as fires or disease) will result in population or 
local species extinction; and (3) serving as travel routes for individual animals as they move 
within their home ranges in search of food, water, mates, and other needs. 

Wildlife movement activities usually fall into one of three movement categories: (1) dispersal 
(e.g., juvenile animals from natal areas, individuals extending range distribution); (2) seasonal 
migration; and (3) movements related to home range activities (foraging for food or water, 
defending territories, searching for mates, breeding areas, or cover).  A number of terms have 
been used in various wildlife movement studies, such as “wildlife corridor”, “travel route,” 
“habitat linkage,” and “wildlife crossing” to refer to areas in which wildlife move from one area 
to another.  To clarify the meaning of these terms and facilitate the discussion on wildlife 
movement in this study, these terms are defined as follows: 
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Travel Route:  A landscape feature (such as a ridgeline, drainage, canyon, or riparian strip) 
within a larger natural habitat area that is used frequently by animals to facilitate movement and 
provide access to necessary resources (e.g., water, food, cover).  The travel route is generally 
preferred because it provides the least amount of topographic resistance in moving from one area 
to another; it contains adequate food, water, and/ or cover while moving between habitat areas; 
and provides a relatively direct link between target habitat areas. 

Wildlife Corridor: a piece of habitat, usually linear in nature, that connects two or more habitat 
patches that would otherwise be fragmented or isolated from one another.  Wildlife corridors are 
usually bounded by urban land areas or other areas unsuitable for wildlife.  The corridor 
generally contains suitable cover, food, and/or water to support species and facilitate movement 
while in the corridor.  Large, landscape-level corridors (often referred to as “habitat or landscape 
linkages”) can provide both transitory and resident habitat for a variety of species.   

Wildlife Crossing:  A small, narrow area, relatively short in length and generally constructed in 
nature, that allows wildlife to pass under or through an obstacle or barrier that otherwise hinders 
or prevents movement.  Crossings typically are manmade and include culverts, underpasses, 
drainage pipes, and tunnels to provide access across or under roads, highways, pipelines, or 
physical obstacles.   
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The project site is located in an area of potentially low to moderate value with regards to regional 
and local wildlife movement.  Birds predominate the limited number of wildlife species likely to 
us the project site as a travel route.  Due to the site’s proximity to urbanized developed 
surroundings, physical barriers to the north, south, east, and west act as deterrents to most 
flightless species.  However, wildlife species could potentially use the heavily landscaped areas 
to facilitate movement and provide access to natural resources located in the surrounding area.  
Significant Ecological Areas (SEAs) are areas of special consideration with biologically 
significant plant or animal species designated for environmental preservation as defined by the 
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning.  
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As previously described, the project site is located northeast, south and west of areas which 
retains a large amount of natural open space.  These areas (SEAs 42, 43, and 44) contain habitat 
for a variety of species throughout much of the region.  Due to the disturbed and developed 
conditions on the project site, the project site contributes no regional value related to foraging 
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habitat and other resources.  The mosaic of the vegetation communities on the project site and 
the adjoining areas constitutes an impaired ecosystem for a limited number of wildlife species.  
Plant communities on the project site represent a very homogenous and highly manicured stand 
of non-native communities.   
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Sensitive plants and animals are those identified as rare or endangered, or that are depleted or 
declining, as listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), California Department of 
Fish and Game (CDFG), and the California Native Plant Society (CNPS).  Searches were 
conducted on the project site for plant and animal species and habitats that have been historically 
recorded from the project vicinity by the USFWS, CNPS, and the CDFG.  The project site limits 
do not support any native habitat.  The site lacks suitable habitat for other state and federal listed 
sensitive or protected species.  A sensitive species matrix addressing the likelihood of sensitive 
plant and animal species occurring on the project site is provided in Table 3.3.1.2-1. 
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No sensitive plant species were observed on or adjacent to the project site.  The sensitive plant 
species reported from the CNPS Electronic Inventory and CNDDB query are shown in table 
3.3.1.5-1 include: 

Table 3.3.1.5-1 
Sensitive Plant Species List 

 


"�����7�"
����
 ������
����
 4�����

��#



�� �����


��-�������
 �7

�""�����"�

�� ���


�������������� ��������������� 	�����
���� ��� 
����

�������	
�����
��
���� �������������������
�� ����
���� ��� �����

����������������� 
���������������� ���������
���� ��� 
����

��	
��
��
�� �	����
�� ��� ��
�����	���

����������������������  ����
���� ��  
����

��	
��
��
���	
������� !�����������������������  ����
���� ��  
����

��	
��
��
�� ������� ��� ��
���������
��

"��������������������������  ����
���� ��  
����

�����
������ ������� ��� ��
�
����	���

������������������ 	�����
���� ��  
����

��
��������� ������� ��� �� ���� ��������� #������ 	�����
���� ��   �$�



 

Draft Master Environmental Impact Report  
Rio Hondo College Master Plan  

 

 

   3.3-21 


"�����7�"
����
 ������
����
 4�����

��#



�� �����


��-�������
 �7

�""�����"�

�� ���


����������� �����%��$���

��
��������� ������� ��� ��
�������

!������������%��$��� !�������
���� &� 
����

�
���������	���
������ ��������������������%��$��� !�������
���� ��  
����

�
�	���� ���
��� ��� ��
�������
	���

������������'������������� (�������
���� ��  
����

�
�	����������	
��� ���� �������� )���������
��������

(�������
���� ��  
����

�
�	�����
	����
	��� )�������������������� (�������
���� ��  )��������

��	�
��������� �������������������$� '����
��� ��  
����

��	�����
�� �
���		��� ��� ��
���������

 ���	����������%��$��� 	�����
���� ��  
����

�
���	��� �
������ ��� ��
�
���
	��

)������������� '����
���� ��  
����

 ��������� �	������� ���* �
�

	�����

(�������������%������ 	�����
���� ��� 
����

 �����
�� ��������
�� ��� ��
�
����
����

'���������������������� ������
�
���� ��  )��������

 ������
���
�����
�� ������������ ��������� !��������
���� ��  
����

!������������
������� !�������������������� !��������
���� ���  �$�

"��
�������	��
������ (���%������+�
���������� !��
���� ��� 
����

#����	������		����� �����������
����� �����������
���� ���  �$�

$����� ���������
�� ��� ��
���������

!������������������� �����������
���� ���  �$�

%��	�������� �
���
	�� ��� ��
�
�
�������

���������������%���� ,�����������
���� -� 
����

 

Of the 24 sensitive plant species reported as potentially occurring in the vicinity, seven have the 
potential to occur on or adjacent to the project limits.  Although much of the project site is either 
developed or has been disturbed at some time, and the likelihood of sensitive plant species 
becoming established within the work limits is generally low, focused surveys should be 
conducted for those species with a potential for occurrence.   
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Other than raptors and nesting birds, which are protected in the State of California or by the 
federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, no sensitive wildlife species was observed on, or 
adjacent to, the project site or is expected to occur in the project area.  Sensitive animal species 
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reported as currently or historically occurring in the vicinity (within 10 miles) of the site include 
western spadefoot toad (Spea hammondii) and western yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus 
americanus occidentalis).  Because the proposed work limits and potential staging area are either 
developed or heavily disturbed from landscaping, the likelihood of sensitive animals nesting or 
defending a territory on the site is generally very low. 
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In the western United States, Yellow-billed Cuckoos breed in broad, well-developed, low-
elevation riparian woodlands comprised primarily of mature cottonwoods (Populus spp.) and 
willows (Salix spp.).  Optimal stands are larger than 80 hectares (198 acres) in extent and more 
than 600 meters (1,969 feet) wide; marginal stands are 20–40 hectares (49–99 ac) in extent and 
100 to 200 meters (328 to 656 feet) wide; and unsuitable stands are less than 15 hectares (37 
acres) in extent and less than 100 meters (328 feet) wide (Laymon and Halterman 1989). Typical 
nest sites in California have moderately high canopy closure (79.6%) and low total ground cover 
(18.7%). The average distance from nests to water is 34.7 meters (114 feet) (Laymon and 
Halterman 1987).  No suitable riparian habitat exists and this species is not expected to occur on 
the project site. 
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Historically, the western spadefoot ranged from Redding to northwestern Baja California. In 
California, the species was found throughout the Central Valley, and in the Coast Ranges and 
coastal lowlands from San Francisco Bay to Mexico. It has been extirpated from many locations 
within this range.  

The species is found mostly below 3000 feet, but can occur up to 4500 feet. The average 
elevation of sites where the species still occurs is significantly higher than the average elevation 
for historical sites, suggesting that declines have been more pronounced in lowlands. 

Habitat loss and fragmentation results in populations that are small in size and increasingly 
isolated. This reduces movements by individuals and genetic exchange between populations. 
Small populations are more likely to go extinct due to catastrophic or stochastic events. Isolation 
reduces the potential for recolonization of areas where toads have disappeared.  

Many remaining vernal pools and wetlands are suffering from habitat degradation by disking, 
intensive livestock grazing and trampling, off-road vehicle use and contaminant runoff.  No 
vernal pools or suitable habitat exist and this species is not expected to occur on the project site. 
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Direct impacts occur when biological resources are altered or destroyed during the course of, or 
because of, project implementation.  Examples of such impacts include removal or grading of 
vegetation, filling wetland habitats, or severing or physically restricting the width of wildlife 
linkages.  Other direct impacts may include loss of foraging or nesting habitat and individual 
organisms because of habitat clearing.   

Indirect impacts may include elevated levels of noise or lighting, change in surface water 
hydrology within a floodplain, and increased erosion or sedimentation.  These impacts may 
affect the breeding and foraging behavior of animals both on and off the project site. Indirect 
impacts can affect vegetation communities or their potential use by sensitive animals, both on the 
project site and offsite.  Permanent impacts may result in irreversible damage on biological 
resources.  Temporary impacts are interim changes in the local environment due to construction 
that would not extend beyond project-associated construction. 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Appendix G, define “significant 
effect on the environment” as a “substantial or potentially substantial adverse change in the 
environment.”  The CEQA Guidelines further indicate that there may be a significant effect on 
biological resources if the project will: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any 
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 
404 of he Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means. 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use if native wildlife nursery sites. 
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e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance. 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan. 
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Prior to performing the field surveys, existing documentation relevant to the project areas was 
reviewed.  The most recent records of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB 2004) 
were reviewed for the quadrangles containing and surrounding the project site (Pasadena, Mount 
Wilson, Azusa, Baldwin Park, La Habra, Whittier, South Gate, USGS 7.5 minute quadrangles).  
The database contains the records of reported occurrences of federal- or state-listed or proposed 
endangered or threatened species, Federal Species of Concern (FSOC), California Species of 
Special Concern (CSC), or otherwise sensitive species or habitat that may occur within or in the 
immediate vicinity of the project area.  Lists of sensitive wildlife and plant species potentially 
occurring in the project area were developed from this source. 

Biological surveys were conducted on March 2 and 24, 2005, by Kevin Martin and Ken 
McDonald of URS to identify vegetation communities and the distribution of relative abundance 
of general and sensitive wildlife resources on the property.  A subsequent biological survey was 
conducted on November 30 2005, by Ken McDonald in the potential disturbance area of North 
Entry Road and the Administration and Justice Facility access road.  A habitat assessment was 
also performed in these areas to determine the relative quality or potential of the habitat types to 
support sensitive plant and wildlife species. 

The surveys were conducted by walking the property and recording plant and wildlife 
observations on field data sheets.  Plant communities on the property were identified, mapped, 
and qualitatively and quantitatively described.  Biological resources on the property were 
inventoried and the potential for the presence of sensitive plant and wildlife species and sensitive 
habitats was assessed; focusing on those species listed as threatened or endangered by the state 
and federal agencies.  Notes were made of the general vegetation types, species observed, and 
the potential for plant and wildlife habitat on the property.  
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A botanical survey was conducted to identify and map vegetation communities located on the 
property and to determine the presence or potential presence of sensitive plant species and 
habitat.  The vegetation was surveyed by walking through the vegetation communities and 
recording all plant species observed.  A complete plant species list is included in Table 3.3.1.2-1.  
Plants of uncertain identity were collected and subsequently identified from floral keys.  Site 
photos are included in Figure 3.5. 

During the field surveys, all habitat types were visited to identify dominant species and to 
classify each vegetation type according to the California Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) 
nomenclature, or other systems as applicable. 
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The potential for occurrence of special status plants was evaluated through a literature review 
and visit to the property.  Sensitive plant species include all federal- and state-listed, proposed 
endangered and threatened, and CNPS listed species.  All habitat types on the project site and in 
the adjacent channels were surveyed on foot, and the potential for special-status plants to occur 
onsite was evaluated. No focused surveys for sensitive plants were conducted.   
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During the surveys, the distribution and relative abundance of general and sensitive wildlife 
resources within the project area was evaluated.  A habitat assessment was also performed to 
determine the relative quality or value of the habitat types to support sensitive wildlife species.  
Additional focused surveys and recommendations for the site are based on the findings of the 
biological surveys.  Additionally, a mature oak tree was assessed for potential relocation. 

All wildlife and wildlife sign observed and detected, including tracks, fecal material, carcasses, 
burrows, nests, excavations, and vocalizations were recorded.  All wildlife observations we 
recorded on field data sheets and are listed in Table 3.3.1.2-1.  Habitats were assessed for their 
potential to support sensitive wildlife species.  Avian surveys conducted in the project area 
consisted of walking through the area and identifying and documenting each bird species either 
by observation or vocalization.  Certain types of sounds (i.e., “pishing”) were used to draw birds 
into range of sight.  Surveys to detect the presence of mammal and terrestrial reptile species were 
also conducted throughout the project area.  The purpose was to characterize the distribution and 
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relative abundance of reptiles and mammals, potential food and water resources, and suitable 
habitat within the project area. 
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The potential for the presence of listed or sensitive wildlife species on the property was 
determined from a literature review of the CNDDB and other pertinent biological 
documentation.  In addition, the wildlife biologist used expertise to survey the site to determine 
if habitat on the site could support these sensitive species.  A list of sensitive wildlife species 
potentially occurring in the project are was developed based on the findings of the database 
search and the site visit.  Based on this information, a “potential for occurrence” ranking was 
assigned to each listed or sensitive species that could potentially occur on site.  Sensitive wildlife 
species include all federal and state and proposed endangered and threatened species, FSOC and 
CSC species. 
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The analysis of wildlife movement corridors associated with the project site and its immediate 
vicinity is based on information compiled from the literature, input from wildlife agency 
personnel, analysis of the aerial photograph and topographic map, and direct observations made 
in the field during survey work.  The relationship of the project site to large open space areas in 
the immediate vicinity were also evaluated in terms of connectivity and habitat linkages.  
Relative to corridor issues, the discussions in this assessment address wildlife movement 
associated with the project site and immediate vicinity. 

3.3.3.6 �%#	�$

4���0
$�
��
��


$'	�

����4��	�$



Those impacts determined to be less than significant for the proposed project include impacts to 
biological resources that are relatively common or exist in a degraded or disturbed state, 
rendering them less valuable as habitat, or impacts that do not meet or exceed the significance 
thresholds defined above.  The potential impacts of the proposed project that were found to be 
insignificant are summarized below. 

��  
$���

����7�"���
��3�"� 
��
#����
���������� & '�(���� 


 
Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct removal of non-sensitive 
communities including approximately 4.86 acres of disturbed/developed/landscaped areas and 
2.25 acres of disturbed costal sage scrub.  Due to the existing degraded and disturbed condition 
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of the project site, the removal of these non-sensitive plant communities on the project site would 
not be considered a significant impact. 
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Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct removal of many native and 
non-native, common plant species on the project site.  In many places, these species consist 
mainly of non-native, ornamental, and weedy species.  Some areas have a higher percentage of 
native plants.  These common plant species on the project site occur in large numbers throughout 
the region.  As these plant species are not sensitive, their removal would not represent a 
significant effect.  Therefore, with implementation of the proposed project, no significant impact 
on common plant species would occur. 
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The determination of the effect on wildlife is generally associated with the degree of habitat loss 
form the standpoint of physical character, quality, diversity, and abundance of vegetation.  
Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct removal of existing marginal 
wildlife habitat and the potential mortality of common wildlife species existing on the proposed 
project site.  Additionally, indirect effects would include increased human activity, increased 
ambient noise, higher nighttime light levels, and increased threat of road kill by traffic. 

Due to the existing developed and disturbed condition and human activities taking place on the 
project site, limited wildlife species were observed.  All wildlife observed were common species.  
Elimination or disruption of habitat for common wildlife species on the project site would not 
represent a significant effect either locally or regionally.  Therefore, with implementation of this 
project, no significant impact on common wildlife species would occur. 

Two sensitive wildlife species potentially occur in the vicinity of the project site.  None of these 
wildlife species were observed on the project site and would not be expected to occur due to lack 
of suitable habitat.  Therefore, with implementation of the proposed project, no significant 
impact on sensitive wildlife would occur. 
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Roadways, development and human activities bound the project site.  Dense landscaping along 
the boundaries of the project site may provide limited movement corridors for incidental wildlife 
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movement.  This project does not propose activities or construction that will disconnect linkages 
of vegetation.  It is not expected that continuity will be reduced in vegetation that is currently 
providing limited wildlife movement within the project site.  Therefore, no significant impacts 
would occur. 
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The following is a discussion of impacts to biological resources that have the potential to exceed 
the significance thresholds defined above. 
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Implementation of the proposed project will result in the removal of trees and ornamental 
landscaped vegetation along the perimeter and within the center of the project site.  Although 
there are no raptor nests currently on-site, there is a potential for this vegetation to support nests 
for raptor species.  The removal of such vegetation has the potential to result in a significant 
impact during breeding season. Consistent with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, incorporation of 
the mitigation measure provided in Section 3.3.4, Mitigation Measures, below, would reduce this 
potentially significant impact to a less than significant level. 
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Per the provisions of CEQA, actions that have impacts, which are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable, may be considered significant. 

Cumulative impacts related to biological resources are generally analyzed in terms of the 
regional loss of habitat for plant and wildlife species.  The project site is located within an 
urbanized area with potentially low to moderate value with regards to regional and local wildlife 
movement.  The project site is located west, south, and east of areas that retain a large amount of 
natural open space.  The SEAs within this area (SEAs 42, 43, and 44) contain habitat for a 
variety of species.  Due to the disturbed and developed condition on the project site, the physical 
barriers to the north, south, and west, and the adjacent urbanized developed surroundings, the 
project site contributes little to regional value related to foraging habitat and other resources for 
wildlife species.  The mosaic of the vegetation communities on the project site and in the 
immediately adjoining areas constitutes an impaired ecosystem for a limited number of wildlife 
species.  In addition, the project site does not provide suitable habitat for sensitive plant or 
animal species.  Therefore, the implementation of the proposed project would not contribute to a 
significant impact of biological resources.   
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Implementation of the proposed project in this area would result in the direct removal of both 
native and non-native vegetation communities.  Approximately 1.7 acres of native vegetation and 
1.9 acres of disturbed/ornamental and developed areas in Area I would be removed.  
Approximately 1.1 acres of native vegetation and 3.0 acres of disturbed/ornamental and 
developed areas in Area II will be removed.  The total acreage for Area I and II is approximately 
2.8 acres of native vegetation and 4.8 acres of disturbed/ornamental areas.  Removal of native 
vegetation communities on the project site would not be considered a significant impact with 
mitigation.  Removal of any disturbed or ornamental portions of the project site would not be 
considered a significant impact.  

Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct removal of many native and 
non-native, common plant species on the project site.  In some places, these species consisted 
mostly of non-native, ornamental, and weedy species, while in other areas there were a higher 
percentage of native plants.  These common plant species on the project site occur in large 
numbers throughout the region.  As these plant species are not sensitive, their removal would not 
represent a significant effect.  Therefore, no significant impact on common plant species would 
occur with implementation of the proposed project. 

Twenty-four sensitive plant species have the potential to occur in the vicinity of the project site.  
Five of these species are listed as federal or state endangered, threatened, rare, or proposed 
endangered or threatened.  The remaining 19 species are listed as sensitive.  Of the five federal or 
state listed species, only two species could potentially occur in the Project area based on habitat 
conditions.  Of the other 19 sensitive species, seven could potentially occur in the Project area based 
on habitat conditions.  No federal or state endangered, threatened, rare, or proposed endangered or 
threatened plant species was observed during the survey, although the survey was not conducted 
during the appropriate species blooming periods.  Construction activities could potentially impact 
sensitive plant species with implementation of the proposed project.  

Thirty listed or sensitive plant species are reported as occurring within the general vicinity of the 
Project area.  Fifteen of these species are listed as federal or state endangered, threatened, rare, or 
proposed endangered or threatened.  The remaining 15 species are listed as sensitive.  Of the 15 
federal or state listed species, only five species could potentially occur in the Project area based on 
habitat conditions.  Of the other 15 sensitive species, eight could potentially occur in the Project 
area based on habitat conditions.  No federal or state endangered, threatened, rare, or proposed 
endangered or threatened plant species was observed during the survey.  No plant species 
considered sensitive was observed during the survey.   
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Implementation of the proposed project would result in the direct removal of existing wildlife 
habitat and the potential mortality of common wildlife species existing on the proposed project 
site. 

Due to the existing developed and disturbed condition and human activities taking place on the 
project site, limited wildlife species were observed.  All wildlife species observed were common.  
Elimination or disruption of habitat for common wildlife species on the project site would not 
represent a significant effect either locally or regionally.  Therefore, no significant impact on 
common wildlife species would occur with implementation of this project. 

Two sensitive wildlife species potentially occur in the vicinity of the project site.  None of these 
wildlife species were observed on the project site and would not be expected to occur due to lack 
of suitable habitat.  Therefore, no significant impact on sensitive wildlife would occur with 
implementation of the proposed project. 
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Incorporation of the following mitigation measures would reduce the potential impact to nesting 
birds and raptors, natural plant communities, and oak tree removal, on the project site. 
 

1. Prior to grading for any subsequent project, a qualified ornithologist shall conduct 
and submit a migratory nesting bird and raptor survey report to the Rio Hondo 
College if construction will occur during the breeding season (March to August) 
of native birds.  Since raptors can nest at various times of the year, raptor nest 
surveys will be conducted prior to construction throughout the year.  The survey 
shall occur not more than one week prior to initiation of construction activities 
and any occupied nests of native birds, including both passerines and raptors, 
occurring within or adjacent to the construction zone shall be delineated by 
flagging.  Flagging shall be placed to maintain a minimum buffer zone, of 250 
foot for non-raptor nests and 500 feet for raptor nests, between construction 
activities and active nests.  Once nesting has been determined to cease, 
construction activities may resume. 

2. Prior to construction of any subsequent project in natural resource areas of the 
College, focused sensitive plant surveys shall be conducted during the appropriate 
blooming periods for the species with a potential for occurrence.  If sensitive 
plants are located on the site, actions shall be taken to avoid or lessen disturbance, 
or mitigation shall be implemented if take is otherwise unavoidable. If special 
status species are encountered, a project-specific mitigation plan shall be 
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developed to address construction-related special status species impacts.  The 
mitigation plan shall emphasize avoidance and minimization of impacts to plant 
populations. 

3. Native habitat in natural resource areas disturbed by construction shall be restored 
in place to match surrounding habitat where possible, and mitigated for if not 
possible to offset any potential net loss of habitat. A noxious weed management 
plan shall be implemented during construction within these areas. 

4. Roots of native trees adjacent to construction areas, particularly oaks, will be 
avoided by not parking, staging, or excavating under tree canopies. 

5. Prior to removal of oak trees for any subsequent project in County of Los Angeles 
jurisdiction, an oak tree permit shall be secured if required by County Ordinance 
22.56.2180. 

6. Prior to undertaking any unanticipated construction activity within jurisdictional 
drainages on the project site, consistent with standard requirements, the following 
permits and agreements shall be secured as applicable: RWQCB 401 Permit, 
CDFG 1603 Agreement, and a Corps 404 Permit.   

7. The following construction best management practices (BMPs) shall be 
implemented: 

a) In natural resource areas, construction limits shall be fenced or flagged to 
avoid disturbing preserved and sensitive habitats; 

b) Construction vehicles shall be driven only on existing roads outside of 
construction limits; 

c) Construction activities shall avoid water resources (including dry creeks or 
cement-lined channels) and associated vegetation whenever possible; 

d) Run-off from construction activities will be controlled in compliance with the 
storm water prevention plan including measures such as certified weed-free 
straw bales and silt fencing to control erosion; 
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Implementation of the proposed mitigation measures would reduce impacts to less than 
significant levels. 

 


