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Minutes 

September 3, 2019 
Location: Board Room 

1:00 PM 
Members present: Frank Accardo, Delmis Alvarado, Lupe Alvarado, Robin Babou, Kevin Barman,  
Michelle Bean, Robert Bethel, Tammy Camacho, Angela Cheung, Fran Cummings, William Currington, 
Marie Eckstrom, Yunior Hernandez, Jupei Hsiao, Steve Johnson, Michael Koger, Katherine Lampert, Todd 
Lim, Jeannie Liu, Sheila Lynch, Marina Markossian, Angelica Martinez, Juana Mora, Farrah Nakatani, 
Katie O’Brien, Tyler Okamoto, Dorali Pichardo-Diaz, Matthew Pitassi, Rudy Rios, Matt Schleicher, Kevin 
Smith, Stephan Smith, Shelly Spencer, JoAnn Springer, Irma Valdivia, Diana Valladares, Adam Wetsman; 
Members absent: Michael Dighera, Jorge Huinquez, Erin Irwin, George Kimber, Carley Mitchell, Gerson 
Montiel, Angela Rhodes, Tracy Rickman, Razvan Stoian, Andrea Kirton; Ad hoc members present: 
Elizabeth Ramirez, Dana Arazi; Guests: Alyson Cartagena, Jose Lara, Mike Javanmard, Alexandre DeJean 

 

I. Call to Order: 1:01 p.m. 

II. Approval of Minutes:  May 14, 2019 – approved with minor revisions.  

III. Public Comment – no public comment.  
 

IV. Welcome and Introductions 
 

V. President’s Report 
A. Security Firm – Security firm met with classified over the summer and met with faculty last 

week. The goal of the firm is to take issues, suggestions and concerns to the Board of 
Trustees. If you have comments, please email K. Smith or you can directly email consultant.  
K. Smith will send out contact information.  

B. Budget Forum:  Next forum is Sep. 4, 2019 from 2-3 p.m. and there will be another forum on 
Sept. 5 from 5-6 p.m.   

i. The first forum had a large audience in the boardroom and there was some 
concerning information shared by VP of Finance and Business.  For example, 
“reserves” (or, balances as a percentage of operating expenses) were previously 
reported at 11%.  However, this reserve includes both categorical and general funds.  
The general state practice is to only include general funds, which would more 
accurately reflect our reserves at approximately 7%.  K. Smith encouraged all to attend 
one of the upcoming forums to be more informed regarding the new funding formula 
and ask any pertinent questions.  

ii.  It was shared by J. Mora that Michele Siquieros is on the Oversight Committee for the 
Student-Centered Funding Formula and will be coming to Rio Hondo College in the 
spring to discuss.  

C. Two Name Changes:  “Assessment Center” is now “RIO Success Lab” and “First Year Success 
Center” is now “Student Success and Dream Center”  
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i. Discussion regarding students getting local degrees who may need reading and testing 
no longer being available. Currently, the only determination for Reading or English 
placement is GPA. A concern that needs to be addressed is whether assessment is 
available for graduation requirement.  

D. Building Assessment Report – an assessment of every building structure on campus was 
completed. K. Smith will send out link of report to senators. Administration and Business 
buildings need to be renovated. Science building needs to be completely rebuilt. The water 
tower has a one-million-gallon water capacity, but is in disarray since 2010.  Currently, it is 
only ¾ filled.  If the tower fails, it would take 18 months to get water to campus.  

E. Accreditation Update – Meeting recently with Laura Ramirez, Caroline Durdella and Kevin 
Smith to discuss timeline.  The visit will take place in Spring 2022. Accreditation Team 
organization was discussed and the thought is it will be as before with the VP AA, Senate 
President or faculty representative, CSEA representative and ALO. There may be a few 
adjustments – no senate president, but release time for a faculty member. Classified would 
also be on leadership, as well as a student representative.  

 
VI. Vice Presidents’ Reports 

A. 1st  Vice President – twenty-one higher ed bills introduced to legislature. Doesn’t seem any 
one of the bills have passed.  Five or six of these bills say updates will come out of 
committee by August 30th.  Will report on those then.  

B. 2nd Vice President – Associated Student Body events: 
i. My Reason Why  on 9/4/19 from 11-2pm. This event will bring awareness as to why 

students choose to attend school.  
ii. Let’s Talk Sex Ed on 9/10/19 on lower quad 

iii. 9/11 Memorial on 9/11/19 from 8:30-9:30 a.m.  
iv. Students on PFC mentioned RioDiculous Wednesdays.  Show Rio Pride by wearing 

black and gold. There will be fun events on Wednesdays to celebrate the day.  Please 
let Matt Pitassi know if you want to communicate anything to AS.  

 
VII. Unfinished Business:  None 

 
VIII. New Business 

A. Nomination for Parliamentarian – Parliamentarian seat is vacant due to faculty resignation 
over the summer.  Following current by-laws, we wouldn’t replace seat until 10/3/19.  
D. Pichardo-Diaz asked if we should motion to expedite.  

i. A. Wetsman motions to suspend the rules so that the parliamentarian elections open 
today and close at noon on 9/9/19. 2nd by Katie O’Brien. 

ii. New timeline would be:  
1. Nominations open on 9/3/19 and close on 9/9/19 at noon (in person at 

senate meeting or email D. Pichardo-Diaz) 
2. Elections open on 9/9/19 at noon and close on 9/16/19 at noon 
3. Results reported to senate on 9/17/19 

iii. Discussion ensued 
iv. Motion passes with one abstention 
v. Call for nominations by K. Smith.  S. Lynch is nominated by K. O’Brien.  
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vi. Clarification asked if part-timers are allowed to be nominated.  All members of senate 
are allowed to be nominated. D. Pichardo-Diaz will send out timeline via email.  

B. Recent Hiring Practices 
Background: K. Smith read a statement regarding faculty hiring  and referenced 
Addendum A, “General Timeline of Hiring Discussions” in statement. He also touched on 
the statements he made at the Board of Trustee Meetings - see Addendum B 

1. Question concerning whether EEO plan is specific to this college. K. Smith 
replied that yes, it is specific to Rio Hondo College and is available online.  

Executive Motion: The Academic Senate shall establish a taskforce to explore the 
impact of the Board’s role in hiring practices on the 10+1, specifically “faculty roles in 
the governance structure” and the possible impact on accreditation. 

i. Motion passes unanimously 
ii. Taskforce sign-ups list circulated  

C. AP 4235: Credit by Examination – In spring semester, CTE faculty requested that credit by 
exam units be increased to 16 lower division units from the current 12 units policy for 
Automotive Technology Bachelor’s Degree candidates. At the time, senate approved a 
motion to approve the credit by exam policy to allow for 16 lower division units and 12 
upper division units.  Discussion occurred whether the 16 units would apply to all students 
or only to students earning a bachelor’s Degree. 

i. Concern by some senators regarding the lack of regulation of the credit by exam 
process within each discipline was discussed. It was suggested that this body add a 
paragraph that codifies how a department decides on a credit by exam.  

ii. A. Wetsman summarized discussion – we have two choices: we move everyone to 16 
units or just some groups to 16.  A third option is that we just don’t do anything 
because an important issue was raised if we do this two-level, where some students 
can do this and others can’t, we may raise some problems in A&R. Research needs to 
be done before we come back to this.  M. Bean stated the motion for Auto 
Technology credit by exam has been passed so we don’t need to act on that specific 
motion at the moment.  

D. Waitlist feature: Should faculty be notified by email each time a student is notified by the 
waitlist? - K. Smith was approached by Director of A&R regarding student waitlist.  Banner 
10 has an option to copy instructors on emails sent to the student letting them know that a 
spot has opened for them and they can add the class. It is an all or none, so individual 
faculty cannot opt in.  

i. It was expressed by some senators that students do not typically check emails 
therefore this wouldn’t be helpful for faculty or students. This is an issue that should 
be addressed with students by Admissions & Records.  

 
IX. Committee Reports 

 Senate 

• Academic Rank – none 

• Curriculum – deadline by 11/6 if you want a course in catalog next year. The process is easier for 
new courses, so it may be able to get in by 2/26 – it is not a guarantee. Honors and cross-listed 
courses: made a change to by-laws that say if you have an honors course then they must come 



 
 

 
Academic Senate 2019-20 

Page 4 

 

through at the same time to be approved and the same applies for a cross-listed course. By-law 
modification for representatives - made it more general so doesn’t have to say specifically from 
what area or division.  How many deans that will serve on curriculum was also clarified. Moving 
to paperless so all certification and should be happening  through CurricUNET. 

• Guided Pathways Steering (GPS) – K. Smith read email update from L. Okelberry.  Four priorities 
this year – updating by-laws to include more classified staff, Melinda Karp is visiting on 
10/24/19. Only 30 faculty spots available for the Melinda Karp GPS Summit, so Lydia and Kevin 
tried to get one representative from each program. Working on website with areas of interest.  
GPS meets on 2nd Friday of the month.  

• Instructional Technology (ITC) – none. Next meeting on 9/17/19.  

• Distance Education (DE) - none 

• Open Educational Resources (OER) – First meeting of the semester next week. The following two 
items have been added to the” Pre-Approved FLEX Activities” list for all faculty: Non-
compensated research of open educational resources related to discipline. Non-compensated 
participation in workshops, webinars, or individual/small-group training on utilizing open 
educational resources. 

• Staff Development/Flex – All flex day activities should be uploaded this week.  The call for fall 
grants will go out this week.  

• Outcomes – Will continue with faculty training sessions in how to run reports – directions were 
recently to continue to be updated in FRC, as well as the website. The deadline for any missing 
PLO’s is Friday, November 1st in order to get into addendum for the catalog. By-laws and 
process need to be clarified.  Hoping to come back in the next month with some 
recommendations for the committee. Lastly, some are using canvas to gather outcomes data.  In 
the spirit of streamlining, John Frala and Alyson Cartagena are doing pilot test this semester and 
hopefully can offer training in spring of how to use tools on canvas.  This will not replace 
TaskStream. 
 

 Planning and Fiscal Council 

• Institutional Effectiveness (IEC) - none 

• Program Review – mid-October. Reviews will be during finals week.  

• Safety – none 
 

 Other 

• Basic Skills - none 

• Bookstore – no bookstore manager because the manager left to another school.  Currently have 
interim manager.  

• Enterprise Systems Advisory – none  

• Online Education Initiative (OEI) – none  

• Student Equity – Café con Libros book will be online this semester with one in-person meeting. 
The book this semester is “How to be an Antiriacist”. 

• Student Success and Support Program (SSSP) – none. First meeting next week.  
 

X. Announcements – none 
XI. Adjournment – 2:22 p.m. 
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Addendum A: General Timeline of Hiring Discussions/Decisions in the Recent History 
 
 
January 9: Dean of Library approved 5-0 
 
March 13: One faculty approved 5-0 
 
May 8: Two faculty approved by votes of 4-1 and 3-2. Interim FA Director approved 5-0 
 
June 12: Two faculty and Two admin positions postponed to August by vote of 4-1 
 
July 10: Two faculty positions approved 5-0 
 
July 31: Board discussion on hiring policies. One trustee raised concerns over number of faculty on Dean 
hiring policy. Most discussion centered around EEO plan. 
 
August 14: BSS Dean and Interim Grant Manager positions rejected by 4-1 votes 
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Addendum B: Statements made to the Board of Trustees by Senate President  
 

June 

Hello everyone, 

As I start my term as Senate President, I am looking forward to forging relationships and working with 

each of you and everyone on campus. We have a lot of goals for next year, including starting the 

accreditation process, continuing to move forward with Guided Pathways, and bringing equity into the 

classroom. Other goals we have discussed include trying to bridge the many silos we have on our 

campus. One specific idea that some members of the Senate executive committee have discussed 

already to bridge the AA/SS silo is to make working on degree completion something that is both AA and 

SS. Currently, most of the push for degree applications etc comes from faculty within SS> We hope to 

increase participation of both sides towards our goals.  

Hopefully, the fact that we have a good mix of faculty from AA and SS on our executive committee will 

lead to even more collaboration between these two groups and ultimately will lead to more student 

success. Our Senate Executive committee members include: A transfer counselor, Dorali Pichardo-Diaz 

as 1st VP, a math professor, Matt Pitassi as 2nd VP, the BSS counselor, Angelica Martinez as Secretary, a 

nursing professor, Violeta Lewis as Parliamentarian, an anthropology professor, Adam Wetsman as 

ASCCC representative, and an English professor, Michelle Velasquez Bean as past president. I believe we 

have a good mix of voices on our executive committee to do some great things this year. Along with our 

goal of bridging the AA/SS silo, we hope to build relationships with classified staff, administration, and 

with each of you as well as with our student leadership. Our campus thrives when we work as a team, 

with solid communication and with trust as the underlying core. We hope to contribute positively to our 

atmosphere on campus. 

In this spirit, this past week, a concern had arisen regarding our hiring processes. We had two FT faculty 

searches last semester that led to no one being hired for a plethora of reasons. We are hoping to work 

with HR to ensure that the issues that led to many wasted work hours by the people on these hiring 

committees will be resolved. I have already discussed some ideas with Executive Director Smith and 

hope that we will move forward in a productive way for future hiring pools. 

I believe that it is important for the Board members and for the community to understand what is 

happening on our campus each month throughout the year. On that note, one of the special things 

about how Rio Hondo runs during the summer is the variety of class schedule options we have for our 

students. For example, we are currently in the first few weeks of the summer session. Ten week session 

and the first five week session classes are in their second week of instruction. Eight week session classes 

and six week night session classes are starting next week. Late session five week classes begin in just 

under a month. The myriad of scheduling options for the summer allows Rio Hondo to have a 

“something for everyone” approach that really helps us serve our community. 
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Finally, each month here, I hope to discuss some of the amazing things that our faculty are doing in their 

programs and in the classroom that may otherwise go unnoticed. Last semester, Dr. Jodi Senk, our 

former DE Coordinator, and Dean Grant Linsell worked to secure a $430,000 grant from the Chancellors 

office to jump start certificates and online degrees in the area of CTE. It is a comprehensive grant 

proposal to make over 50 classes online that are aligned to the OEI Rubric and many new certificates in 

the areas of KDA, Photography and Graphic Arts, Medical Coding in Nursing, Deaf studies in C & L, 

Wildland fire, and Early Childhood Education. Jodi and Grant deserve a major shout out for their work 

and for being an excellent example of collaborating between groups on our campus.  

Another example of creativity in the classroom comes from one of our Arts faculty, Professor Ron 

Reeder with his 3 dimensional design class. To quote Professor Reeder: “We are utilizing just some of 

the dead trees around campus, which we kindly provided by Facilities. We are using them to make 

artwork that is geometric and yet made with organic shapes from the branches. The two things are not 

conducive and require a necessary compromise between the intent (geometric form) and the materials 

(natural branches). I thought it would be a way of ridding much of the school’s dead trees, which worry 

me during fire season, and provide free materials to the students.” 

This is yet another example of collaboration across silos and an example of some really cool things that 

go on in our classrooms all the time on campus. Professor Reeder has promised me pictures of the 

outcome and I will make sure to pass those along as well.  

I hope to keep you informed of these types of things throughout the year as well as being here to 

represent the Academic Senate. Thank you. 
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July 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
As you know, we are in the midst of a transition here at Rio. Transitions can be a little unsettling and 
difficult just due to the fact that they are transitions. My hope is that, over this next year, we can 
continue to have open, honest dialogues with Board members, administration, faculty, classified staff 
and students. 
 
In that realm, I would like to begin my comments tonight by thanking the Board. Over the past week or 
two, many of us have raised concerns over your decision to postpone all hiring decisions until the August 
Board meeting. We expressed to many of you the consequences of that decision to those new faculty 
hires. Given that they are on the closed session agenda for tonight, I believe that they will be discussed 
and “acted on” tonight, so thank you for listening to our concerns and for moving in the best interest of 
our college and our students on these two situations. 
 
However, there is still the decision of hiring for the Dean of Behavioral and Social Sciences. You have 
heard from and seen the concern from BSS faculty. Given the many concerns brought up during the 
public comments tonight, many of which were already expressed to each of you privately, I want to echo 
the hiring committee and ask that you consider setting this position on an agenda at a special board 
meeting later this month. 
 
Another thing that was mentioned during public comment was accreditation. After the public comments 
from the BSS hiring committee, you heard from our former Senate President and a member of our 2008 
Accreditation team, Professor Robert Bethel.  In his public comment, he mentioned that there are some 
concerns about how our hiring decisions may impact the accreditation of Rio Hondo College. 
Furthermore there are concerns about the role of the Board vs the role of the CEO in these decisions. 
According to a document entitled “Board and CEO Roles: Different Jobs, Different Tasks” published by 
the Community College League of California (ie. the CCLC), the Board’s role in hiring is to make policy (in 
conjunction with constituency groups). The college then develops Administrative Procedures. These 
procedures are supposed to be in line with the Policies. Finally, the college is supposed to operate 
according to the procedures. The Board’s role in the hiring process is to “ratify hires - based on 
compliance with policy.” I hope that is the lens with which the positions that you are reviewing tonight 
(and all future positions, for that matter) are viewed.  
 
Finally, on a lighter note, in closing each month, it is my goal to highlight some cool things our faculty are 
doing in their classrooms and in their programs. Last month, I mentioned Arts Professor Ron Reeder and 
his use of dead branches to make 3D art projects. I have provided you with some pictures of the 
outcome. Of the project’s results Ron had this to say:  
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 I chose this approach so that the students could learn that: 
 

 1. Art does not come just by manipulating precious materials as some  believe 
 2. That compromise is not always a negative 
 3. How to handle materials that are difficult to control 
 4. How to make several useful joints in wood working 

 
It was a very successful project and the students were very involved, excited, and responsive to this 
concept. 
 
I also wanted to highlight English Adjunct faculty Henry Leonor. Professor Leonor completed the editing 
for our 3rd edition of the Assemblages student writing publication last fall. The publication is entirely of 
student work and contains submissions from students majoring in everything from Wildland Fire to 
Literature. I have provided with you with the link to view the publication. Work like this highlights the 
extra mile our faculty will go for their students both in and out of the classroom. 
 
Thank you for your time and for listening to my comments and concerns. I look forward to starting to 
build a relationship with our new President starting tomorrow. 
 
Thank you. 
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August 

Good evening, 
 
Over the last month, the Senate Executive committee and I have met with Dr Reyes a few times and I am 
excited and optimistic that we are moving forward on this campus as a team. Dr Reyes is attentive and 
responsive to concerns that have been raised. We have a lot of heavy lifting to do these upcoming years 
on this campus, and we are off to a good start. 
 
I would like to inform you that operating without a dean in BSS has been tough. When there is not a 
discipline expert as a Dean for a division like BSS, it takes the help of many players to keep thing afloat. I 
would like to publicly thank Mark Yokoyama for his work as our Acting Dean so far. He has been 
incredible at playing double duty. Also, I would like to thank our former Dean, Rebecca Green for her 
help. She has been coming in over her summer and is still helping guide our schedule, even though she is 
not getting paid for it. That sort of commitment is something that should be acknowledged by the 
district. So, thank you Professor Green. Our division secretary has been trying to help as much as she can 
as well to keep our division on track with the Spring schedule deadlines. So, thank you to Liz Chavez. And 
it isn’t just them. I know of other faculty who have taken time over their summer to help answer 
questions and help with the direction of their own departments in BSS. None of these individuals did 
that extra work for pay and none of them did it for recognition. They did it because they take pride in 
our division and in their departments. They did it because it was the right thing to do. They did it 
because our division needed it. So, on that note, I see that the BSS Dean position is on the agenda for 
tonight. I want to thank you for acting on that position. 
 
There are rumors floating around that the Dean position tonight will be voted down and the process will 
be essentially reset. I would like to strongly caution the Board against that approach. As the Senate 
President, my duty to this college is to represent the faculty and to ensure that policies and procedures 
are written with faculty input and that those policies and procedures are followed. This is the notion of 
“shared governance” - the idea that stakeholders in the California Community college system are given a 
strong say in how the institution should be run. I view my role, as Senate President, as a role that should 
continue to watch for violations or potential violations of shared governance. I also believe that 
decisions are not made in a vacuum and that past decision making plays a role in the perceptions of 
current decision making. Therefore, it is important to understand our history on this campus regarding 
relationships between the Board and the constituency groups. 
 
In the recent history at Rio Hondo, we have had quite a few situations, most of which have been played 
out in accreditation reports and sometimes in the media where the Board and the constituency groups 
have bumped heads. For example, in 2007, the presidential search that eventually led to the hiring of 
President Ted Martinez was mired in controversy- in fact, the Academic Senate, RHCFA, CSEA, and the 
ASRHC all passed votes of no confidence in the Board. What happened that led to this? In short, the 
Presidential Search committee that was comprised of all constituency groups on campus evaluated the 
presidential candidates and forwarded 2 candidates to the Board. The Board decided that they wanted  
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more than that and so they bypassed the committee recommendations and went into the pool and 
chose 3 more candidates. The break down in trust caused by this action sent ripples into the campus 
that were felt for years. I highly recommend that you go back and read the Accreditation report from 
2008 and the recommendations that came from it to see the backlash and distrust that it sowed on our 
campus. 
 
A few years later, in 2011, we had another controversy with the Board on campus. When the first 
transfer degrees were proposed, we had Board members that pulled the curriculum items from the 
agenda of a regular session meeting. The items were subsequently addressed at a study session where 
faculty (including me) were interrogated about the process and the specific courses that were included 
in the degree requirements. The ripples from this action were felt for years to come. There was a delay 
from faculty in writing any other transfer degrees on our campus. No one wanted to write another one 
to have the Board interfere in their process. Furthermore, we had to come to terms with this for the 
Accreditation report. I was a part of that process and I remember specifically being asked the question, 
“Do the actions of one Board member reflect on the Board?” - Since that Board member was no longer 
on the Board, consensus was reached too minimize the overreach in the written report and the incident 
went through without notice in the Accreditation report. 
 
Why am I telling you these things? I believe that as a Board, you need to understand the historical 
context of the institution that you serve. As a Board, you need to anticipate the consequences of your 
actions and inactions. As a Board, you need to understand that there are unanticipated ripples to your 
decisions. And finally, as a Board, you need to understand that we have had pretty stable relationships 
in the past few years on this campus between the Board and the constituencies, but that has not always 
been the case.  
 
On a different note, I am excited for Flex day on Friday, and for the beginning of the semester next 
week. I hope that it is the beginning of a lot of exciting things this year.  
 
Thank you. 
 

 


