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General Nursing Program Requirements
Generic ADN Applications and LVN-ADN Career Ladder Applicant:
 High School graduate or equivalent (GED, college degree). Attach proof at the time of application
 Official transcripts from all institutions attended must be sent to RHC Admissions and Records (transcripts must be processed by the time your application is reviewed) 

https://www.riohondo.edu/admissions/records/transcripts/ 
 All prerequisites must be completed at the time of applying (no in-progress courses)
 Overall college GPA of 2.5 or higher

LVN Application
 High School graduate or equivalent (GED, college degree). Attach proof at the time of application
 Official transcripts from all institutions attended must be sent to RHC Admissions and Records (transcripts must be processed by the time your application is reviewed) 

https://www.riohondo.edu/admissions/records/transcripts/ 
 All prerequisites must be completed at the time of applying (no in-progress courses)
 Overall college GPA of 2.5 or higher

CNA Applications
 16 years of age minimum 

For All Programs – 
 Government-issued photo ID 
 SSN or ITIN number 
 RHC ID

 
There are no waiting lists for any of the programs. If you apply  and are not accepted or do not start, you will need to reapply to the program

https://www.riohondo.edu/admissions/records/transcripts/
https://www.riohondo.edu/admissions/records/transcripts/


Generic ADN Applications and LVN-ADN Career Ladder:
Two application Periods per year –  August/March 

LVN Applications
One application period per year – August

CNA Applications 
Two application Periods per year –  August/March

All applications must be submitted by 4:30 PM on the last day of the 
application period.

Application Periods



Selection Criteria Overview
• Generic ADN Applications and LVN-ADN Career Ladder:

Multi-Criteria Checklist (Point System)

• LVN Applications
Random Selection

• CNA Applications 
Random Selection



ADN Program Requirements and Overview
Two Options 
 Generic ADN Program 
 Associate of Science Nursing major courses plus general education 

  (completion of a GE Pattern, RHCGE, CSUGE or IGETC) 

Career Ladder Bridge LVN-to-ADN Associate Degree
 LVN to ADN (Associate Degree) 
 LVN to RN (30-unit option, No Degree) 
 The number of students accepted is based on available spaces and determined by attrition in the Generic ADN

  first-year students. 

LPT (Psych Tech to ADN) Associate Degree 
 May challenge Fundamentals course. Equivalency credit is given for the Mental Health Course.

ATI TEAS 
 Required at the time of application 
 Minimum overall score of 62% 
 Scores must be sent directly to the school through the ATI website 

 Multi-Criteria Point System

  SSN or ITIN - Clinical facilities utilized by Río Hondo College nursing programs require students to have a Social Security Number (SSN) or Individual Tax 
Identification Number (ITIN) to participate in clinical rotations scheduled in their facilities. It is not possible to progress through the nursing program if the student does 
not have an SSN or ITIN number. This is required for all Nursing programs 



ADN Program Requirements continue
Science Prerequisites
 Biology 125 (Human Anatomy)
 Biology 226* (Human Physiology)
 Biology 222* (Microbiology) 

 All science classes must be 4 units minimum with a lab component and must be completed within the last 7 years. 
 All science classes must be completed before applying and must be in-person classes.
 Minimum Science GPA of 2.5
 Can repeat only one science course, one time for a better grade in the last 7 years (i.e., C to replace F, A to replace B)

         Other Prerequisites
 Minimum Overall GPA of 2.5
 English 101 with “C” grade or better (or AP Scores must be sent to Admissions and Records)
 Math Class  (Intermediate Algebra or higher, Math 130 recommended, needed for BSN)

 English and Math must be completed before applying

         Other Requirements
 *Chemistry 110 (This is a prerequisite to Biol 222 and 226)
 General Education Requirements for AS Degree
 We recommend that you complete most, if not all your GE classes before the start of the program. The program is full-time and rigorous, and it is difficult to 

take any additional courses once admitted. Completion of a GE Pattern is encouraged before applying (RHCGE, CSUGE, IGETC).



Science Prerequisites 
 Biology 125 (Human Anatomy) – 
 Biology 226* (Human Physiology) 
 Biology 222* (Microbiology) 
 All science classes must be 4 units minimum with a lab component and must be completed within the last 7 years.  
 All science classes must be completed before applying and must be in-person classes.
 Minimum Science GPA of 2.5

Other Prerequisites 
 English 101 with a “C” grade or better (or AP Scores must be sent to Admissions and Records)
 Math Class (Intermediate Algebra or higher, Math 130 recommended, needed for BSN) 
 English and Math must be completed before applying 
 ADN 075 – Transition to LVN to RN (only once selected) 
 Must have current, unencumbered LVN or LPT License)

Other Requirements 
 *Chemistry 110 (This is a prerequisite to Biol 226 and 222) 
 General Education Requirements for AS Degree 
 We recommend that you complete most, if not all your GE classes before the start of the program. The program is full-time and rigorous, and

  it is difficult to take any additional courses once admitted. Completion of a GE Pattern is encouraged before applying (RHCGE, CSUGE,
  IGETC).



Career Ladder/Bridge LVN/ADN 30-Unit Option (Non-Degree)
Science Prerequisites

 Biology 226* (Human Physiology)
 Biology 222* (Microbiology)

 All science classes must be 4 units minimum with a lab component and must be completed within the last 7 years, and a maximum of 4 W’s. 
 All science classes must be completed before applying (no in-progress coursework) 
 All science classes must be completed before applying and must be in-person classes.
 Minimum Science GPA of 2.5

Other Prerequisites
 ADN 075 – Transition to LVN to RN (only once selected)
 Must have current unencumbered California LVN License

Other Requirements
 *Chemistry 110 (This is a prerequisite to Biol 226 and 222)
 1-year of RN curriculum (2nd year of program)

 NO general education required/No Degree.

NOTE: This option has limitations. Obtaining an RN license with this method will not allow for
transfer out of state or work in the military. Also, the license will have a notation indicating
“non-graduate”.



Mult-Criteria Screening
• Points are awarded in areas 1 through 10, 

and the points within areas may vary.
• All supporting documents must be 

submitted at the time of the application.
• The more points you have, the more 

competitive you become.



LVN Program Requirements and Overview
New - VN Application Information

Starting - August 16, 2025, to September 9, 2025, Spring 2026 Start, and thereafter

Update: The Perquisition Science course taken after March 01, 2025, for the Rio 
Hondo College Vocational Nursing Program will no longer accept online science 
courses to meet the prerequisites.

***Applicants are required to submit syllabi from the Biology 125 course***



LVN Program Requirements and Overview
Major Science Courses
Major Prerequisite GPA of 2.0 
 Psychology 101 (Introduction to Psychology), 5-year recency
 Human Anatomy with a lab, 5-year recency – In Person course Only

 VN 61 and VN 61L (random selection) - Offered in the Spring Only to those selected into the program

 Other Requirements
 HS Diploma or Equivalent (submit proof) 
 Official Transcripts from ALL institutions attended (Admissions and Records)
 Overall GPA of 2.0
 General Education (only if you want a Degree)

Multi-Criteria Selection – Please see the Multi-Criteria Screening for program requirements

 SSN or ITIN - Clinical facilities utilized by Río Hondo College nursing programs require students to have a Social Security Number (SSN) or Individual Tax 
Identification Number (ITIN) to participate in clinical rotations scheduled in their facilities. It is not possible to progress through the nursing program if t
 student does not have an SSN or ITIN number. This is required for all Nursing programs



CNA Program Requirements and Overview
Application Requirement: 

 Applicant must be 16 years of age 

 SSN or ITIN number - If you are selected for the CNA program, you'll need to provide either a social security number or a tax ID 
number.

 Other Requirements - Government-issued ID with a photo

 SSN or ITIN - Clinical facilities utilized by Río Hondo College nursing programs require students to have a Social Security Number (SSN) or Individual Tax 
Identification Number (ITIN) to participate in clinical rotations scheduled in their facilities. It is not possible to progress through the nursing program if the 
student does not have an SSN or ITIN number. This is required for all Nursing programs



Highlights
 All prerequisites must be completed before applying (no in-progress classes)

 A RHC Student ID is required to meet with a Counselor and to apply to any Nursing Program
 https://www.riohondo.edu/get-started/ 
 Meeting with a counselor is highly recommended, not required

 Official Transcripts must be submitted to Admissions and Records before applying to any nursing program
 https://www.riohondo.edu/admissions/records/transcripts/ 
 Transcripts are needed to meet with a counselor, develop an educational plan, or identify missing courses.

counselingcenter@riohondo.edu

Counseling Center (562) 908 – 3410 for In-Person 

Science Building, Second Floor (S 207)

Health Science and Nursing (562) 908 - 3421

https://www.riohondo.edu/get-started/
https://www.riohondo.edu/admissions/records/transcripts/


Thank you 

All information, and more, included in this PowerPoint and regarding our 
programs, can be found on the Health Science and Nursing website. 
https://www.riohondo.edu/health-science-and-nursing/

https://www.riohondo.edu/health-science-and-nursing/
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